Beginning Chinese Dance
Asian American Studies 98/ 198 
Time: Thursdays 7:00-9:00 pm at the Unit 3 APR
Coordinators and Instructors: 

Jessica Cen and Iris Wu 

Faculty Sponsor: 
Keiko Yamanaka

-A Little Bit About Us-
This decal is sponsored by Fei Tian Dancers, FTD, a performing arts club founded on the UC Berkeley campus in 2001. FTD established this decal with the objective of providing resources for Berkeley students to gain a greater understanding of Chinese culture through dance forms. In the previous years, we have not only offered years of decal courses, but also collaborated with outreach groups like Chinese Adoptee Links International to introduce young girls to Chinese dance, performed at multiple venues on campus and in cultural shows, and choreographed our own dances. 
- Class - 
Dance: The dance portion of the class will start with a warm-up routine, followed by the instruction of the full length/shorter routine dances. The ethnic group characterized by each piece will vary by semester, so this class can be repeated in future semesters for credit. 
In addition to learning the two dance pieces, we will provide you with background information about the diverse ethnicities, to help you better understand the relationship between dance, regional culture, and lifestyles in ethnic China, as well as the reasons behind the different movements and nature of the dances. 
Class Etiquette: As a courtesy to your fellow students and instructors, please keep all cell phones and other noisy electronic devices turned off or on silent during class. Please, no eating and drinking in the classroom (except water). 
Dance Decal Showcase: At the end of the semester, you, along with students from other dance decals, will get to show off the amazing dances youo see what exactly we do in this class. More details about the logistics of the show will be given later in the semester. Participation in this show mandatory. 

- Dress code - 
The class will be fairly dance intensive, so dress comfortably! Ballet slippers or jazz shoes are highly recommended. Light sneakers or bare feet are also acceptable. Dress in comfortable pants (e.g. yoga pants, jazz pants); no jeans please! If you cannot participate fully due to your attire, points will be deducted from your grade. 

- Grading - 
This class can be taken P/NP only. There are no tests of any kind. Since the focus on the class will be on the dances being taught, each class session will extend upon the previous ones and attendance for 13 sessions will be imperative! 

Grade Breakdown:  Students must participate in each of the three categories and recieve at least 60%  in order to pass. 

Paper 25% 

Group Presentation 25% 

Attendance/Participation 50% 
Presentation: Each group will give a presentation on a specific ethnic group in China. The assignment will be passed out the first day of class. Groups will be formed the second time class meets.  

Short Papers: A two page double-spaced reflection about what you learned this semester will be due at the beginning of the last class session. Make sure to include information about Chinese dance/culture in your paper. 

Absence Policy: Students are only allowed 2 absences for the entire semester. Please send an e-mail to decal.chinesedance@gmail.com with the date and reason for absence at least 12 hours before the start of class. 

Tardy Policy: Class will start ten minutes after the hour, when roll is called. If you arrive to class more than 15 minutes late, it will be considered as half an absence. We will start classes promptly so please be on time each week, out of respect for your instructor and your fellow students! If you will be late or absent for part/ all of a class session for any reason, please email/talk to us in advance! 

Makeup Assignment: If you do not attend one guest lecture/master class or have more than two absences, then you can make it up by attending a dance performance or viewing a film specifically made to showcase a performance or company and writing a two-page reflection paper on the performance. One paper makes up only one absence. If you have any questions as to whether a performance/video is appropriate or not, please ask an instructor before you turn your paper. 

Two pages double-spaced, 1-inch margins on all sides 

Be sure to include source of performance (film, online, live, etc) 
It can be any dance performance but must be pre-approved by any of the instructors 
Due the last day of class. 
Plagiarism: Even though this is a 2-unit P/NP class, we still expect you to follow the same standards as you would in other academic classes. Therefore, plagiarism will not be tolerated; any such cases will result in an automatic fail. 
- Enrollment - 
Final enrollment will be decided after the first class. If you are enrolled but don't attend class the second time we meet, you will be dropped. The last day to drop the class is Feb 19th. 

