Batman as American Mythology DECal 

Course Facilitators: Elizabeth Wolcott, Thomas Evans-Pratt, Blanca Alvarado

Date/Time: MW 5-6 PM

Room location: 107 GPB (Genetics/Plant Biology)

2 units P/NP 

Email: holydecalbatman@gmail.com 

Curriculum: 

This course examines Batman as American mythology and beyond! Because no mythology exists in a vacuum, we will compare Batman to various real-life contexts and influences. During class time we will watch shorter visual content during class and will show longer ones during weekend movie screenings. Course content will encompass Batman cartoons, TV shows, serials, movies and comics, analyzed in terms of three broad disciplines: 

History – Batman’s evolution reflecting the trends of each decade 

Sociology – How social changes were reflected in specific works 

Psychology – Examining psychological cases and concepts illustrated by Batman and his supporting cast of characters. 

Goals: 

After taking this course, students will have a fuller understanding of why Batman is a unique fictional character. Students should come away knowing the historical, sociological and psychological ramifications of Batman. Most class meetings will be a lecture accompanied by open forum discussion, and some meetings will involve screenings of various episodes or movies. Our primary goal, however, is having fun exploring a rich American fictional milestone! 

Attendance: 

Two (2) absences, maximum. More than two absences results in a failing grade! Classes begin at 5:10pm. Tardiness may count as absence. You may make up 2 absences by writing a free-topic one-page paper; this must be turned in on the next class session after your absence. (See “Assignments”, below, for details.)
Student Athletes: If your schedule conflicts with class times we do not recommend taking our class. Furthermore, it is the athlete’s responsibility to provide the facilitators with a list, in writing, of dates they will not be available for class. 

Assignments: 

Six paper points total are required: one double-spaced page worth of writing will count as one point.
Free topics can include – but are not limited to—reflections on readings, something you want/wanted to discuss in class, your own theories/analyses on anything Batman. 
Four assigned papers are listed in the syllabus. In order to get six points, you may allocate extra pages to whichever topic(s) you desire. If you turn a paper in late, it must contain an extra page of writing on the next day of class.

For Spring 2010, there is a special opportunity to receive 2 points of credit, by attending Wondercon, a comics convention in San Francisco. This will take place on the weekend of 3 April. More details will be given.

http://www.comic-con.org/wc/

Comic option: in lieu of papers, you may create a (quality) comic of your own – please discuss this with the facilitators if you wish to do this option.
We will return your paper with either a 1 or a 0 per page. We judge papers mainly on thoughtfulness (evidence you took more than two minutes to write it); grammar is not graded but is absolutely necessary. By the end, you must have a total of six points. 
It only takes one facilitator to pass a paper, 

but all three’s consensus to fail. 

Grading: receiving a “pass” means the following must be met: 

Receive 6 points. 

Miss 2 meetings or less. 

Participate in class discussions. 

Required Readings: 

We’ll be focusing on these significant and influential works of Batman literature. Please finish them by the specified date. In addition, there will be a reading response to any Batman-related graphic novel of your choosing. Please ask us if you have any questions!

Excerpts and summaries from Hero with a Thousand Faces (Joseph Campbell) – to be handed out by facilitators

Batman: The Long Halloween (Jeph Loeb & Tim Sale)

Batman: Year One (Frank Miller)

The Killing Joke (Alan Moore & Brian Bolland)

Arkham Asylum (Grant Morrison and Dave McKean)

The Dark Knight Returns (Frank Miller)


Comic Relief located at 2026 Shattuck Avenue offers a discount on the required readings for students on our class list. It’s perfectly OK with us if you share with a friend, as long as you complete the required reading on time. http://www.comicrelief.net/ 

Movies: 

Periodically we will be showing feature length films during the weekends, for everyone’s education as well as enjoyment. These are optional but highly recommended.
Semester Schedule: (subject to change depending on facilitators' schedules)

Week 1: Sign up! (Wednesday, 27 January)

Week 2: History of Batman (1/3 February)

-Monday: Batman in the 1930s-1940s 

-Discussion about real-life writers’ and artists’ usage of contemporary influences (the pop culture, politics, and social trends of the time) to create fictional characters such as Robin and the Joker. 

- Wednesday: Batman in 1950s-1960s 

-Topics include Batman vs. aliens, the bat-family, and Frederic Wertham’s essays, the Adam West TV show and movie. 

-Weekend Screening: Adam West Batman Movie 

Week 3: History of Batman, continued (8/10 February)

- Monday: Batman in the 1970s-80s 

-Topics include Batman’s decline in sales, and the subsequent restructuring that revived Batman’s popularity and changed all superhero comics since. 

- Wednesday: Batman in the 1990s-present 

-Review of the Batman you grew up with as a kid! Also, we’ll have a discussion of major comic arcs of the 90’s, such as Hush. 

Week 4: Batman and Criminal Psychology (17 February)

-Reading: Batman Year One 

- Monday: Federal holiday, no class! 

- Wednesday: Psychology of Bruce Wayne/Batman 

-Discussion of Batman: Year One
Week 5: Batman as American Myth (22/24 February)

-Reading: The Dark Knight Returns, Handouts 

-Assignment due Wednesday: Analysis of Batman within Hero’s Quest, details TBA the week before. 
- Monday: Discussion of The Dark Knight Returns
- Wednesday: What is myth? 
-Introduction to the comparative mythology field, its origins and innovators. 

-Discussion of Joseph Campbell’s modern comparative mythology masterwork, The Hero’s Journey from The Hero with a Thousand Faces, and its relation to Batman as a character. 

Week 6: Batman the Animated Series (1/3 March)

- Monday: Evolution of Batman character design; viewing of B:TAS episode
- Wednesday: Viewing of B:TAS episode 

Week 7: Batman Movies: Burton, Schumacher (8/10 March)

- Monday: Batman ‘89 & Batman Returns 

-Analysis of film techniques, in-movie symbolism, and how the movie was made. Discussions of Batman 1’s aftermath, Batman Return’s aftermath, and the many plot ideas not included in the final movie. 

- Wednesday: Joel Schumacher’s movies Batman Forever and Batman & Robin 

-Special guests Seth and Miyuki lecture on how these films weren’t all that bad. 
Week 8: WHY SO SERIOUS? (15/17 March)

-Required: Seen both Batman Begins and The Dark Knight in their entirety. 
- Monday / Wednesday: discussion/debate of Christopher Nolan’s masterpieces. 
Week 9: NO CLASS! SPRING BREAK!

Week 10: Guest Speakers/Potluck (29, 31 March)

-Reading: The Killing Joke 

- Monday: The Killing Joke discussion
- Wednesday: Guest speakers (TBA) discuss The Killing Joke 
Week 11: Batman and his Allies (5/7 April)
-Assignment due Wednesday: details TBA
- Monday: Justice League, Batman Beyond 

-Review of Batman’s portrayal and relationships with other characters in related and spin-off cartoon series 

- Wednesday: The Bat-Family 

Week 12: Robin (12/14 April)

- Monday & Wednesday: History and discussion of Robin as both a sidekick and a major character.
Week 13: Criminal Psychology (19/21 April)

-Reading: Arkham Asylum 

-Assignment due Wednesday : Criminal Profile 
- Monday: An introduction to the field of criminal psychology and how it relates to the Batman universe. 

- Wednesday: Discussion of Arkham Asylum.
Week 14: The Long Halloween (26, 28 April)

- Monday: Discussion of The Long Halloween.
- Wednesday: Book Reports (details TBA)
Week 15: Fan Films/Potluck (3 May)

- Monday & Wednesday: Fan-films! Potluck! Optional but highly recommended for your entertainment. 

-Viewing & Discussion of fan-films, unauthorized underground productions – for example: “Batman: Dead End,” “World’s Finest,” and “Grayson.” 


