PACE: Prepare to Achieve a College Education

Spring 2010 Syllabus

2 units: Pass/No Pass

CCN: PMB 98 TBA
            PMB 198 TBA
Time: Thursday 5-6pm; 6-7pm Preparation for Outreaches + Officer Meetings
Location: TBA
Faculty Advisor: Professor Robert Fischer (PMB Dept.)

Administrative group e-mail address: paceadmin@lists.berkeley.edu
Group e-mail address: collegeprep@berkeley.edu
History
PACE is an outreach group started in Fall 2003 by several students on the Berkeley campus to combat the problem of the low enrollment of underrepresented and underprivileged students at UC Berkeley and to promote higher education in general.  Through outreach, PACE has served several Oakland high schools including Life Academy, Castlemont High and currently Bay Tech, Oakland International High, and Berkeley High.  Student participation in PACE has helped us to continue to support these schools and to prepare their students to achieve a college education.    

Attendance

Attendance is mandatory for all students enrolled in PACE. The class meets every week on Thursdays from 5-6 p.m. Meetings, including group meetings for outreach presentations, will be held on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. immediately after class meetings.  Students are welcome and encouraged to attend officer meetings.

Course Description

PACE Program Coordinators: Diana Choe: dianachoe@berkeley.edu, Outreach/Presentations 

         Jessica Gronsbell: gronsbellj@berkeley.edu, Assignments/Quizzes/Exams 

         Jennifer French: jnnlfrench@berkeley.edu, Attendance/Mentorship
Berkeley High School Representative: Jennifer French, Diana Choe
Oakland International High School Representative: Diana Choe

Bay Tech High School Representative: Jessica Gronsbell 

Throughout the semester, students in the program will get a chance to make a difference in how high school students view higher education.  Our main objective is to be active in the high schools we outreach to and to provide them with presentations, workshops, and information their students need to make well-informed decisions about college.  As a group, we will have in-class activities that will strengthen your skills as presenters, mentors, and UC Berkeley students.  Be prepared to make public speaking as natural as talking to your friends.  We will work together to prepare you for your outreaches. We will also develop a better understanding of the education system in the local schools and the problems that we will face in the future.  During this process, it is also the purpose of PACE to cultivate the minds of PACE students in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the disparities in the U.S. educational structures, including current educational issues.

Course Requirements

All students wishing to take PACE for units must sign up by the fifth week of class.  We cannot add anyone after that.
1) Mandatory attendance at every PACE meeting Thursday 5-6 pm.

a. ONLY TWO (2) ABSENCES WILL BE ALLOWED. ANY STUDENT WHO IS ABSENT MORE THAN TWICE RECEIVES AN AUTOMATIC NP GRADE. 
b. Attendance will be taken beginning the second week of class.  If you enroll late in the semester, any absences in excess of 2 can be made up with an extra hour of  outreach or mentorship.
c. Please note that this is a class and the time commitment is like any other class/group at Berkeley. We are sorry that review sessions/midterms/finals for classes occurring during regular meeting times will not be excused.  
2) Class starts at 5:10 sharp. 

a. Roll will be taken at the beginning of class. It is the tardy student’s responsibility to make certain they have been marked as present at the end of class.

b. 2 late arrivals will count as an absence.  Subsequent tardies will result in the loss of course points that cannot be made up.
3) Students are required to do at least FOUR (4) outreaches each semester.
a. An outreach consists of being at the high school for ONE HOUR in order to accomplish the day’s specific task.
b. NOTE: It is extremely important to attend the outreaches that you sign up for! If you have to cancel within 24 hours of the outreach without a valid excuse (ex. a doctors note, family death, etc.) you will lose course points that cannot be made up. You will also be required to make up this outreach at a later date.

4) Students are to participate in a mentorship with a student from Berkeley High School.  PACE students must meet with their assigned student at least 2 hours per month.  Meetings must be recorded on your Mentorship Sheet and signed off by a Berkeley High School instructor.
5) Students will do one 20 minute in-class presentation in groups of 4 on an outreach topic 

a. All group members must be equally involved in the project as described in a project proposal that will be turned in 1 week prior to presentations.
b. These presentations will be the ACTUAL presentations done on our outreaches.  They must be interactive and engaging for high school students!  All presentations must include a visual aid and a hand out for students.  

c. A typed version of the presentation must be turned in on the day of the presentation.
6) Students must take 2 in-class quizzes regarding information from the PACE packet that will be useful in outreach.

7) Students will complete 5 written assignments based on assigned articles, class discussions, or videos presented in class.

8) Students will take an in-class final exam based on information presented in the PACE packet and in class.

9) Students will write a 1-2 page double spaced reflection paper at the end of the semester on their experience in PACE.  The paper is due on the day of the final exam.
10) Finally, students are required to enjoy their time with the program.  Active participation is encouraged during group discussions. Everyone’s opinion will be valued and respected. 

11) If for any reason you have concerns or questions, please find one of the officers to help you address them. Good luck!
Grading

This course is PASS/NO PASS.  A student will receive a passing grading if course points are 140 or greater (70% of points are obtained).  Students that earn less than 140 points will not pass this course.

Presentation





Quizzes 

Final Reflection Paper

    70 points  (35%)

    30 points  (15%)

    20 points (10%)

In-class Final Exam




    30 points (15%)
Written Assignments




    50 points (25%)
Total






   200 points 

Point Deductions/Automatic NP:

· 3 outreaches and a mentorship are REQUIRED and must be completed.  If either of these requirements is not fulfilled, a NP grade will be assigned.
· 2 tardies result in an absence; 5 points will be deducted for each tardy thereafter.

· 3 points will be deducted if a student leaves class early.

· Missing an outreach without a valid excuse results in the deduction of 10 points.  If 20 points are deducted in this manner, the student receives a NP.
· Tardiness to an outreach results in the loss of 5 points.

Final Exam Note:  Students who go above and beyond on either their outreaches or mentorship  are excused from the In-Class Final Exam. 15 hours (rather than 10 hours) of service must be completed for this exemption.  
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
January 28
First General Meeting for PACE
Attendance
Officer Introductions

Syllabus Overview - What is PACE? 
Introduction Video
School Profiles

Student Introductions
Address enrollment issues

February 4
Attendance 

Presentation Groups

Mentorship Assignments

Mock Outreach

Group Discussion

Quiz 1 topics 

February 11
Attendance

QUIZ 1: PACE PACKET 

Mentorship Assignments

Presentation Work Time

PROJECT PROPOSAL due at the end of class

February 18
Attendance
Presentation #1

Presentation #2
Hand back Quiz 1

Assign Article 1

March 4
Attendance

Presentation #3

Presentation #4

Turn in Article 1
Quiz 2 Topics

March 11
Attendance

QUIZ 2

Presentation #5

Discuss Article 1
March 18
Attendance

Video

Discussion

Outreach Feedback

Hand back Quiz 2

Assign Article 2 and Video response
March 25
No Class – Spring Recess

April 1
Attendance

Turn in Article 2 and Video Response 1

Discuss Article 2

Video 

Discussion

Assign Video Response 2
April 8 
Attendance

Turn in Video Response 2
Mentorship Discussion

Outreach Feedback

Assign Article 3
April 15
Attendance

Turn in Article 3
Discuss Article 3

Current Educational Issues Discussion

Assign Final Reflection Paper

Final Exam Topics

April 22

Attendance 

Class Evaluations

Discussion/Suggestions

Outreach Feedback

Mentorship Discussion

Final Exam Review

April 29 

OUTREACHES/MENTORSHIPS MUST BE COMPLETED BY TODAY!
Attendance

Turn in Final Reflection Paper 

Final Exam
Turn in Mentorship Sheet

Class Party

GREAT WORK THIS SEMESTER!!!!!!!

