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Berkeley Fiction Review: Small Press Publishing

English 98/198

1-2 units

Course Description:  This class provides a hands-on project for students interested in all aspects of literary publishing.  The Berkeley Fiction Review publishes short stories of various styles in an annual magazine, from the mainstream to the experimental, but we do not publish poetry or non-fiction.  We are working towards attaining a national reputation as a leader in publishing the best contemporary short fiction.  We will discuss the processes of story and art selection, layout, copyediting, fundraising and marketing, as well as the more general topics of the small press.  Students in the class will play an integral part in the production of the magazine and should come out of the class with an in-depth knowledge of the editorial selection process and a broader appreciation of small-press publishing. 

Course Requirements: 
· For 1 unit, read and evaluate 5 submissions per week (in addition to Ed. Meeting stories). 

· For 2 units, read and evaluate 10 submissions per week (in addition to Ed. Meeting stories).

· Attend regularly.  You may miss 2 BFR class meetings throughout the semester before being automatically failed from the course.  If you miss a meeting and you want your votes on whether or not to publish a story to count, you must submit your comments prior to the meeting (via email), or give your written comments to someone who will be in class.  You will still be considered absent.

· Participate in one project group during the semester. Various project groups will be offered throughout the semester and should require no more than a few hours of work.

· Check email and bSpace regularly for updates and announcements.

Grading Policy:

· Pass: Meets above requirements in a timely and diligent fashion.

· Not Pass: Does not meet the above requirements.

Editorial Meetings: In almost every class we will be discussing stories that have received positive comments and are being considered strongly for publication. There will typically be 2 to 4 “Ed. Meeting” stories each week to read in addition to the 5 or 10 stories per week needed to pass the class. These stories are found in the Resources section of bSpace.


In class you will split up into small groups and discuss the stories and then as a class we will discuss and vote on all of the stories. Everyone must comment and vote in the full class discussion, so it is crucial to come to class prepared, having read all of the stories and thought significantly about them. The stories that get a majority of “yes” votes will be published in the magazine. 
