Bob Marley and Rastafarianism

Ethnic Studies 98/198 (2 units)

Fall 2008 Syllabus
Student Facilitators:

Tannaz Hashemi 
(tannazhashemi@berkeley.edu)
Nazgole Hashemi
(nazzy_1989@berkeley.edu)
Instructor of Record: 
Nelson Maldonado-Torres 
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Office: 572 Barrows
Course Description and Learning Outcomes: 

Robert Nesta Marley, commonly known as Bob Marley, is a powerful figure in society whose reggae music will be respected for centuries. This course will facilitate discussion about his life, music, and contribution to the Rastafarian Movement, as well as the world. Students will gain a deeper understanding of his life as a poet, prophet, and activist in reference to Rastafarianism. Additionally, the course will provide students with an understanding of race, class, and politics in Jamaica and their influence on Bob Marley’s morals, lyrics, and life as a Rastaman. 

Course Requirements and Grading Policy:
Attendance is mandatory, but one unexcused absence is permitted. There are mandatory homework questions due every class meeting, which are based off of the assigned readings and will reflect your attendance; however, you do not have to turn in the homework that is due on the day of your unexcused absence. In the case of an emergency, please email a facilitator and your homework will be accepted via email up to a week after your absence; otherwise, no late assignments will be accepted. If students fail to turn in the homework assignments, present two discussion topics, submit their paper, and critique another student’s paper, that will result in a “no pass” in the course. This is a discussion based class so be ready to contribute your ideas and opinions. Students are required to present a topic for discussion, from the assigned readings, on two separate occasions. A list will be handed out on the first day of class to allow students to select their own dates. Your grade will also be based on one paper assignment. The grading is as follows: 
Attendance/Homework:

25%
Participation/Discussion Topics:
25%

Paper (6-7 pages)/Critique: 

50%



Methods of Instruction:
Each class meeting will be as follows:

- We will begin by going over and discussing the homework questions.
- Then, two students will each present a discussion topic. 

- Next, the facilitators will elaborate on the students’ discussion topics and also present new topics. 
- The class will end with a lyrical analysis of 2-3 songs that relate to the topic of the day.
Required Text: 
- Catch a Fire: The Life of Bob Marley by Timothy White (book may be purchased on Amazon.com)
- Additional readings will be posted on Bspace (bspace.berkeley.edu).  

Class Schedule:
Week 1: 

Topic: Course Introduction
Week 2: 

Topic: The Spread of Rastafarianism
Reading: Preface and Chapter 1

Lyrical Analysis: “Zimbabwe” and “Rasta Man Chant”

Homework Questions: What was Bob’s reasoning for not wanting to amputate his toe when he discovered he had cancer? Where does the word “Rastafarianism” come from? Why do you think publications, like the Daily Gleaner, criticized and demeaned the Holy Piby and the Rastafarian religion?

Week 3:

Topic: The Roots of Rastafarianism: Haile Selassie

Reading:  Chapter 2

Lyrical Analysis: “War” and “Thank You Lord”

Homework Questions: What factor in Haile Selassie’s life do you think was the greatest contribution in his success of becoming an emperor? Once a ruler, what were Haile Selassie’s major goals? What were his accomplishments?
Week 4: 

Topic/Movie: Land of Look Behind

Homework Question: Select anything shown or discussed in the movie and write a 1 to 2 paragraph response explaining why you found your selection interesting.

Week 5: 
Topic: Bob Marley’s Childhood: St. Ann to Kingston

Reading:  Chapter 3 and 4

Lyrical Analysis: “Roots” and “No Woman No Cry”

Homework Questions: What societal factors characterized Bob’s childhood? Chapter 3 describes the different people in Bob’s family; which family member do you think had the greatest influence on him and why? In what ways did Bob’s move from St. Ann to Kingston affect him? How are the two areas in Jamaica similar or different from each other?
Week 6: 

Topic: Bob Marley’s Early Teenage Years: Trench Town

Reading:  Chapter 5 and 6

Lyrical Analysis: “Trench Town” and “Concrete Jungle” 

Homework Questions: Bob grew up watching his playmates turn into bitter “rude boys.” How did watching the transformation of his friends affect him? What factors allowed him to stay away from crime? What led to the formation of the first Jamaican labor union, which was officially recognized by the government? What is “ska” music? How did this form of music emerge?
Week 7: 
Topic: The Wailers

Reading:  Chapter 7 and 8

Lyrical Analysis: “Simmer Down” and “Shame and Scandal”  

Homework Questions: What expectations did Peter Tosh initially have when the Wailers were formed? Did Bob and Bunny have the same expectations? What influence did Joe Higgs, a noted Jamaican singer, have on the Wailers? Bob’s mother, Ciddy, noticed a change in Bob after the Wailers had gained some success; how did he transform?

Week 8:

Topic: Jamaican Culture: Rituals

Reading:  Chapter 9 and 10

Lyrical Analysis: “Bad Boys” and “Jail House” 

Homework Questions: Describe one of the many rituals that took place during Omeriah’s, Bob’s grandfather’s, funeral and explain why you think it is significant to Jamaican culture? Why do you think Bob Marley showed no desire for being Omeriah’s successor? What event ruined the reputation of the Skatalites? How did this event affect the Jamaican recording scene all together?
Week 9: 

Topic: Bob Marley’s Visit to America and His Consequential Return to Jamaica

Reading:  Chapter 11 and 12

Lyrical Analysis: “Night Shift” (a.k.a. “It’s Alright”) and “Caution”

Homework Questions: Bob was greatly influenced by the Beatle’s song, “Eleanor Rigby.” Look up the lyrics online or try to listen to the song and explain why you think the song had an impact on him. Why did Bob leave Delaware? What did Bob learn about Rastafarianism when he returned to Jamaica? Why was he more interested in the religion than before?
Week 10:

Topic: The Evolution of Reggae

Reading:  Chapter 13 and 14

Lyrical Analysis: “Screwface” and “Get Up, Stand Up”

Homework Questions: How did the Wailers cause a significant change in the Jamaican attitude toward their music? How did Chris Blackwell contribute to the evolution of reggae? What was the difference between the Rastas and the hippies who came to Jamaica after the 60s?
Week 11: Paper Due Next Week!

Topic: Bob Marley’s Involvement in Politics

Reading:  Chapter 15 and 16

Lyrical Analysis: “Johnny Was,” “Ambush in the Night,” and “Redemption Song”

Homework Questions: What event caused Peter Tosh to turn his back on Island House for good? How did the election between the two political parties affect Jamaica and its people? Why did Bob still do the “Smile Jamaica” concert after he had just almost been assassinated?
Week 12: PAPER DUE!
Topic/Movie: Rebel Music: The Bob Marley Story

After the movie, each student will receive another student’s paper to take home and critique. Students will be expected to show up to the last class meeting ready to present their critiques for open discussion.
Week 13:
Topic: Bob Marley’s Death and the Aftermath: Part I

Reading:  Chapter 17 (316-354)

Lyrical Analysis: “Buffalo Soldier” and “Wake Up and Live”

Homework Questions: What was Edward Seaga’s motive for awarding Bob with the Jamaican Order of Merit? How did Peter Tosh’s solo career progress after Bob’s death? How did Bob’s children establish a career after their father’s death?
Week 14:

Topic: Bob Marley’s Death and the Aftermath: Part II

Reading:  Chapter 17 (354-391)

Lyrical Analysis: “Them Belly Full” and “Bad Card”

Homework Questions: What was the outcome of the Cayman Music versus Estate of Bob Marley trial? What piece of advice do you think Bob would give his children about having a career in music? In what ways do you think Ziggy Marley is similar to his father?
Week 15: 
Topic: Peer Review and Final Discussion 
