We Are Who We Eat
The Content
Do you ever find yourself scanning your surroundings to figure out the best escape route to take to safety when the dead once again walk the earth?  Have you ever come to realize that you have no disaster preparedness plan, but you know exactly what you’ll do when the dead return to feed on the living?  We certainly have and we’ve designed this course to help us examine why we can’t learn to stop worrying and love the undead.  We will be studying how the Zombie has come to serve as a vehicle many filmmakers have used to address contemporary societal fears and concerns.  We will discuss why being killed and eaten is worse than simply being killed, why the zombie makes films with heavy social commentary more palatable, innate human paranoia and fears surrounding bodily integrity, which marginalized groups the zombie represents from film to film, and why those of us who love these films just can’t seem to stop planning for the inevitable zombie apocalypse?  We will conduct a serious examination of the Zombie’s roots in Haitian voodoo tradition before tracing the zombie’s evolution in film through early American zombie cinema, to the contemporary zombie film as we read texts which will teach us how to survive the impending zombie outbreak.  
The People 
Cortney Borba and Katherine Guerra
Class Email: berkeleyundead@gmail.com
The sponsoring professor is Professor Fabe of the Film Studies Department 

The Class 

This is a two unit pass/not pass class in the Film Studies Department. The class can be taken as either Film Studies 98 or Film Studies 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.  There will be only one section: Thursdays 5-7PM.

The Books *
REQUIRED READINGS: 


The Zombie Survival Guide by Max Brooks
World War Z by Max Brooks
RECOMMENDED READINGS:

These books will be discussed in class and while not required they are interesting and enriching.

The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist’s Astonishing Journey Into the Secret World of Haitian Voodoo, Zombies, and Magic by Wade Davis


A Passage Into Darkness: The Ethnobiology of the Haitian Zombie by Wade Davis
*Students must bring the relevant materials for the week to class, to consult during discussion.  Readings are to be completed by the class date they are listed under in the syllabus schedule.

Feel free to purchase the books from whichever vendor is most economically viable.  We recommend Another Change of Hobbit on Shattuck, which has assured us they will have the book in stock for our students.

The Films! (Subject to change at the discretion of the facilitators)
Night of the Living Dead

Pink Eye

I Walked with a Zombie
White Zombie

The Serpent and the Rainbow

Dawn of the Dead

Dawn of the Dead (2004)

Day of the Dead 
Land of the Dead
Diary of the Dead

28 Days Later

Dead Snow

Fido
Shaun of the Dead

Zombieland

The Rules 
Cell Phones should be kept on silent, preferably turned off. If you are expecting an important call, please sit near the door and answer it outside. 

Latecomers Please be on time.  Some weeks we may begin at 5 instead of 5:10 if the screening will run long.  If you know beforehand that you will be late, do email us before the day you expect to miss class time and when you arrive please try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom. 

Food – Please no food or drink in the room. There will be a ten minute break if you want to step outside for a moment.
Absences - there should be no cuts. We want 100% attendance.  For: 

    one absence - Come to office hours to make it up.  *
    two absences - 500 word essay.  Email topic to instructors; if you prefer, we can assign one. 

    three absences - 1000 word essay.  Email topic to instructors; if you prefer, we can assign one. 

    four absences - Fail! 
*If you know you are going to miss a class, talk to us beforehand; it may not be considered a cut. If you miss class, even for a valid reason, and don’t talk to us beforehand, it will be considered a cut.  If you need to make-up an absence by attending office hours, you must schedule this session with both course facilitators when you notify them that you will miss class.  We will subtract 10% from your final grade for each absence you don’t make up.
The Grade 
This class will be graded on a Pass/Fail system based upon the following:

Attendance & Participation - Attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken in the beginning of each class. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave after five minutes, you will be counted as absent. Since the classes will be discussion based, participation will be absolutely essential. What you say should reflect that you have completed the assigned readings and understood them in some meaningful way. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind! 

Homework - Along with the readings, you will be asked to write a weekly 1-2 page double spaced response structured as either a post-zombie outbreak diary entry, a contingency plan for the zombie apocalypse, or a zombie film analysis. These entries must make reference to the readings and films assigned for the week. This is to fuel class discussion and to make sure you understood the reading. These are to be emailed by 10PM the Monday before Thursday’s class, and will be evaluated on the check scale.  No late work will be accepted.  Any student missing more than three homework assignments will receive an automatic fail and each missed homework assignment equals a penalty of 10% off a student’s final project grade as well as a zero for the individual missed assignment.
Final Examination – The film analyses or diaries that you have been working on throughout the semester will be evaluated together as a whole for your final grade.  We will expect you to assemble them together as some kind of collection representing the knowledge you will have accumulated by the end of the course.  It should be bound in some way with a creative cover and we will look especially favorably upon anthologies accompanied by illustrations.  These final projects will be due at 5:10 the final day of instruction.  The quality of these final projects will be evaluated in combination with the individual assignment grades to determine a given student’s final pass or no pass grade.
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic Fail.
	Date 
	In-Class Discussion Topic/In-Class Screening
	Reading Assignment 

	01/28 
	Course Introduction & Romero Zombie/Night of the Living Dead, The American Nightmare
	None

	02/04 
	NOTLD cont’d, symbolism/Pinkeye(South Park)
	The Undead

	02/11 
	Zombies and voodoo/White Zombie, I Walked With A Zombie, The Serpent and the Rainbow
	Weapons and Combat Techniques

	02/18 
	Commercialism & Eaters/Dawn of the Dead 
Class Begins at 5PM sharp Today!
	On the Defense

	02/25 
	Science/Day of the Dead
	On the Run

	03/04 
	Apocalypse Now/Dawn of the Dead(2004)
	On the Attack

	03/11 
	Class Warfare/Land of the Dead
	Living in An Undead World

	03/18 
	Media/Diary of the Dead
	Recorded Attacks

	03/25
	Spring Break-No Class
	WORLD WAR Z Introduction, Warnings & Blame

	04/01
	Zombie or not zombie?/28 Days Later
	The Great Panic, & Turning the Tide

	04/08 
	Fear Factor/Dead Snow
	Home Front USA

	04/15 
	Repression/Fido
	Around the World, and Above

	04/22 
	Zom-rom-com/Shaun of the Dead
	Total War & Good - byes

	04/29
	Self-parody/Zombieland
	Final Projects Due


*This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the course facilitators and faculty sponsor.

