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Welcome!
This class sponsored by the Berkeley Political Review will introduce students to the world of political reporting and journalistic writing. We have two primary goals. First, we will help students develop the skills needed to produce a political newsmagazine. Students will learn how to develop a story idea, research and interview techniques, the basic mechanics of magazine writing, and the editing, layout, and other production process that occur after an article is written. Second, we want students to help us in our ongoing project to “remake” the Berkeley Political Review. We’ve spent the past semester creating new standards for writing and design for our magazine, but there is much more that can be improved. We’ll be looking to DeCal students for ideas and suggestions and think their contributions will help BPR reach new heights. 
Course Structure

Each week, a different step in the magazine production process will be covered by the course facilitator. Other members of the community, including professors from UC Berkeley’s Graduate School of Journalism, past BPR editors and working journalists, as well as members of the regional news media who cover politics will also be invited to participate and lecture on topics of their expertise. Students will complete readings and activities illustrating basic concepts in political journalism and also write two articles suitable for publication by the end of the term.  

Course Learning Objectives

By the end of the semester, students will:

(1) Be able to formulate an interesting, thought-provoking, and nuanced story idea
(2) Grasp the basic organizational structure and writing mechanics of a political magazine story
(3) Research and write two articles based on student-formulated story ideas for possible publication in the Berkeley Political Review
(4) Know the basics of sourcing and interviewing techniques when covering political news
(5) Be able to identify the differences in style, form, and language of writing political news stories/analysis and writing opinion or feature articles
(6) Have a deeper understanding of the magazine production and editing processes — i.e., how a collection of stories is turned into a complete publication and how that magazine is distributed to the public
(7) Be exposed to a number of ethical dilemmas that journalists often encounter, and understand how best to address them while maintaining a nonpartisan publication’s mission of information, balance, and fairness.
Assignments and Grading Policy

To receive a passing grade, ALL WRITING/PRODUCTION ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED. They will be graded for quality, overall improvement, and whether you meet the deadline. Mandatory readings may also be assigned on a weekly basis. They will usually be available online and students will be informed in advance how to find them, either in class or by e-mail.
· Writing Assignments: 

1. Story ideas (x2)

2. Outline (x2)

3. 1st Draft (x2)

4. 2nd Draft incorporating editor’s comments (x2)

5. Final article (x2)

· Attendance and Participation: Please see below for the attendance policy.
 

**Note: Any changes to the assignments or grading policy will be made verbally in class and in writing.
Directions for Assignments

(1) Type all assignments unless otherwise specified. Use 12 pt font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1” margins on all sides.

(2) Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class, one week after they are assigned. No late work will be accepted.

(3) The required assignments are listed in the course schedule as well as in the grading policy. More detailed descriptions for each assignment will be given throughout the semester, as the assignments are given.

(4) PLAGIARISM or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated, and will result in a “Fail” for this course. We really don’t want to fail anyone, so please don’t do it.
Attendance & Participation

(1) You are expected to attend all class sessions and be on time (Berkeley time).
(2) To receive a passing grade, you cannot have any more than two absences. If you know you are going to be absent for any reason (illness, doctor’s appointment, religious holiday, etc.), please e-mail the facilitator in advance.
(3) If you are absent, your assignment must still be e-mailed.
(4) Three tardies (=15+ min. late) constitute an absence.

General Expectations

1. Be open-minded and respectful.  

2. Read the news. A lot. We’ll be talking about it, and you’ll be writing about it.
3. Be prepared to discuss the assigned readings, and to participate actively in class. We’re a relatively small group, so it may also be kind of awkward if you don’t. Don’t make me call on people!
4. Deadlines, deadlines, deadlines. Make your deadlines. This will make everyone much happier.

6. Have fun! (…While also meeting deadlines.)

COURSE SCHEDULE

Please note:  Guest speakers subject to confirmation and possible changes.

	Date


	Topics of the Day
	Assignments Due Next Class
	

	Feb 2nd

	· Introduction to the course

· Class expectations/requirements 

· Magazine vs. newspaper writing

· How to come up with a story idea


	BRAINSTORM.  Formulate 3 story ideas from your area of political interest.
	

	Feb 9th

	· Discussion: Story ideas

· What makes an interesting story?

· Writing Skills:  Hooks/ledes, story organization, paragraph organization

· Activity:  What would an outline for this article look like?


	OUTLINE. Create a preliminary outline of your chosen story topic. Include possible sources, their contact information, and questions you might ask them.

Look out for story assignments via e-mail.
	

	Feb 16th

	· Discussion:  Outline homework

· Writing Skills (continued)

· Researching a story: handy reference sites and information sources for facts and figures; using 

public records, poll data, and other facts/data in articles
· Tips for contacting sources, interview procedures & techniques


	1ST DRAFT.  Write a first draft of your story incorporating your research, data sources, and interviews. 


	

	Feb 23rd

	· Discussion:  First draft homework and the difficulties of writing
· Writing Skills (continued)
	2ND DRAFT.  Incorporate your section editor’s comments. Revise for flow.


	

	Mar 2nd

	· Discussion:  Second draft homework and the difficulties of revising

· Improving the mechanics of writing:  Transition sentences, titles, passive voice
	FINAL ARTICLES DUE SATURDAY, 3/6.
	

	Mar 9th

	· Discussion: What did you think of the writing process? Any feedback? 
· Ethical issues facing political journalists
· Thought experiments:  Ethical dilemmas
· Accuracy, verification of facts, understanding biases of sources

	BRAINSTORM.  Formulate 3 story ideas from your area of political interest.


	

	Mar 16th

	· Writing Opinions, Features, and Book Reviews

· Differences between these pieces and news analysis/daily news stories


	OUTLINE.  Create a preliminary outline of your chosen story topic. 

Look out for story assignments via e-mail.


	

	Mar 23rd

	· Discussion of assigned article
· Covering state politics:  California’s exceptional political landscape

· GUEST:  Ethan Rarick, Institute of Governmental Studies


	1ST DRAFT.  Write a first draft of your story. 


	

	
	

	Mar 30th

	· Magazine production:  layout and design, copy editing & story editing, web design

· GUEST: Expert on journalism design, TBA
	2ND DRAFT.  Write a second draft incorporating editor’s comments. 


	

	Apr  6th

	· GUEST: Speaker TBA.
	FINAL ARTICLES DUE SATURDAY 4/10.
	

	Apr 13th

	· Covering national politics in an election year

· GUEST:  Professor Susan Rasky, Graduate School of Journalism


	Assignment: Read and comment on a political blog for a week.
	

	Apr 20th

	· The advent of blogs and citizen journalism

· What does this mean for journalism as a profession?

· News organization blogs vs. partisan blogs

· GUEST:  Expert on blogging TBA


	Reflection:  What challenges did you encounter at first in writing a political news story?  How have you overcome those challenges, and how is that reflected in your two pieces?


	

	April 27th 


	· GUEST: Speaker TBA.


	
	

	May 4th 
	· Wrapping up the course

· End of session dinner/potluck!  Time and location TBA


	
	


