Berkeley Poetry Review : Publishing & Poetry: Spring 2010 DeCal

Facilitators: Hallie Kutak, Co-Editor-in-Chief


        Priscilla Frank, Co-Editor-in-Chief

                     Dilara Cirit, Managing Editor

 Faculty Advisor: Professor Cecil Giscombe

Contact: bprdecal@gmail.com 

Meetings: Mondays 6-8 PM 

Website: www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~bpr 

English 98/198, Section 8: 2 Units

Office Hours: By appointment with Hallie (hkutak@berkeley.edu) or Priscilla (priscillafrank@berkeley.edu) 
Course Description: This course is an introduction to contemporary American poetry and journal publishing. This class is a professional-level class—we are in the business of publishing the Berkeley Poetry Review (BPR), which is a nationally recognized and student-run CAL publication that is currently produced annually. BPR features the creative work of the UC Berkeley community including students, faculty, staff, and alumni, as well as select prominent poets with national recognition invited by BPR to participate. Our main goal for this course is to publish Berkeley Poetry Review Issue 41 and have it available for sale the last two weeks of the Cal Spring 2010 Semester. In support of publishing Issue 41, each student will learn about publishing business and sales, publicity and public relations, holding a reading series, and online publishing. To gain knowledge of the art of publication and to help you achieve your future goals in poetry and publishing, this course will explore poetry selection and analysis, proofreading and copy editing, as well as marketing, publicity, and fundraising.

Grading Policy: Your grade for this class will be determined on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (P/NP) scale. The university typically designates this as a B- average. Grades will be determined based on the following requirements:

• Attendance (in class and at special events)

• Participation in class discussions, reviewing submissions, and readings

• Reading assigned texts

• One full length interview with a poet or lyricist or full length article about a poet and their work   

   aimed for publication in Issue 40
• Completion of publishing exercises related to copy editing, sales, publicity, etc., as defined in 

   the syllabus.

• Final self-assessment paragraph and critical summary on how to improve future BPR   

  releases.

Expectations for Attendance: Since our class only meets once a week, regular attendance is required. Only two unexcused absences will be allowed; any more will result in a failing grade. You will also be expected to attend BPR open mic readings.

Special Note on Attendance: Publishing can be a chaotic business and as such, although rare, extra hours will sometimes be required. Our work timeline is structured to ensure that Issue 41 is printed and ready for sale at least two weeks before the Spring 2010 semester ends. If extra class hours are required earlier in the semester, our goal is to allow for relaxed classes during the week or two that leads up to finals.

Assigned Reading: This class has one required text: Berkeley Poetry Review Issue 40, available in the campus bookstore. Other materials, such as poetry submissions (both past and present), essays on publishing poetry, and contemporary poetry publications, will be handed out in class or emailed as an attachment.

Participation: You will be expected to be active and vocal when discussing assigned texts, submissions, publications and so forth. You may be passionate in your discussions, but at no time should a discussion devolve into ridicule or remarks that could be construed as derogatory or hurtful.

Interview: Students will conduct an interview with a poet about poetry or their own work (between the various poetry classes and series on campus access to poets is immense). Students may also elect to interview nationally recognized poets or lyricists. Similarly, you may write a short editorial about a poet and their recent work or give a close reading of a traditional text in lieu of an interview. These are to be entirely creative but composed with a high level of critical thinking and writing. The more innovative the better, and the more engaging the writing, the more likely the piece will be published.

Multimedia Poetry Presentation: Prepare your own poem or favorite work of another poet to be performed in our multimedia poetry reading.

Final Statement: Students will be asked to write a paragraph that will serve as a critical summary of the students’ experience and participation as a staff editor on BPR with suggestions on how to improve the Review’s distribution, readings, or publicity the following semester.

Schedule of Classes

Class 1: February 1, 2010

a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Introduction to Berkeley Poetry Review; review syllabus and expectations

ii) Mini lecture: History of BPR and the function of literary journals

iii) Mini lecture: Submission formatting, etiquette, and writing cover letters

iv) Discuss plans for 2/13 open mic poetry reading

b) Assignment due Sun, 2/14: Submit up to four poems to berkeleypoetryreview@live.com using

correct submission format. You may submit your own poem(s) or those of a U.C. Berkeley friend.

Class 2: February 8, 2010

a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Discuss interview project

ii) Review plans for first open mic poetry reading

iii) Mini lecture: BPR poetry packet and submission analysis

iv) Begin reading submissions

b) Assignment due Class 3: Paragraph outlining intended subject/focus of interview and sample questions

No Class: February 15, 2010

Class 3: February 22, 2010

a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Mini lecture: Acquisitions, consignment, and poetry buyers

ii) Mini lecture: Introduction to publicity and marketing in publishing

iii) Continue reading submissions

b) Assignment due Class 4: Consignment and acquisitions assignment

Class 4: March 1, 2010

a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Discuss outcomes of consignment acquisitions assignment

ii) Mini lecture: Publishing and design terms

iii) Mini lecture: Poetry terms and analysis

iv) Continue reading submissions

b) Assignment due Class 5: Follow-up consignment and acquisition assignment

Class 5: March 8, 2010

a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Discuss plans for March open mic poetry reading

ii) Mini lecture: Style manuals, house style, and style sheets

iii) Mini lecture: Pursuing internships in writing and publishing

iv) Continue reading submissions

b) Assignment due Class 7: Style sheet assignment

Class 6: March 15, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Interview project due

ii) Review plans for March open mic poetry reading

iii) Continue reading submissions

b) Assignment: Interviews selected for publication may require revision over the following two weeks

Spring Recess: March 23–27, 2010
Class 7: March 29, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Mini lecture: Proofreading and copy editing

ii) Mini lecture: Poetry outreach

iii) Discuss plans for April multimedia poetry reading

b) Assignment due Class 8: Proofreading and copy editing assignment

Assignment due at April poetry reading: Memorize a poem for recitation or create a multimedia

poetry performance incorporating either music or visual media

Class 8: April 5, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Mini lecture: BPR online chapbook

ii) Mini lecture: Web design overview

iii) Mini lecture: Intellectual property rights, The Library of Congress, and related topics

b) Assignment due Class 9: Design assignment

Class 9: April 12, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Mini lecture: Writing and distributing press releases

b) Assignment due Fri., 4/16: Write a press release for the Issue 41 release party and send to

berkeleypoetryreview@live.com
Class 10: April 19, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Mini lecture: Becoming a successful publisher or editor: getting jobs, national

associations, etc.

ii) Mini lecture: MFAs in creative writing, poetry, or publishing vs. PhD programs

b) Assignment due Th., 4/22: Submit Issue 41 release party press release to local media outlet

Class 11: April 26, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions:

i) Discuss plans for the Issue 41 release party

ii) Discuss applications for 2010-2011 BPR editorial board

iii) Guest speakers from Bay Area publications

b) Assignment due Class 12: Final statement

Assignment due Sun., 5/2: For those applying for editorial board positions, submit letter of intent to

berkeleypoetryreview@live.com
Class 12: May 3, 2010
a) Lecture/Class Discussions

i) Finalize preparations for the Issue 41 release party

ii) Elections for 2010-2011 Editor-in-Chief
