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Forty Years of Student-Initiated Democratic Education at Cal"

* late 1950s-carly 1960s: national trends toward increased student involvement in undergraduate
education led ar Berkeley by ASUC-sponsored student group SLATE, which publishes a catalog of

classes (some for credit, some not) offered by students

b Movement erupts in the Fall following the chancellor’s and vice-chancellor’s

*  1964: Free 5}

ling of the Sather Gate

FeSCIing radition of political advocacy on city property adjacent to the

Urversity.

. |‘)()5: ]'l {",_"“/.’.-”l niai progr -"’/.‘ f.‘ i ]1"] !"-' l“ll"l 05 ":“I" EJ:' ‘I-\'.”""l | )SCp

and faculty engage in intensive reading and discussion of texts in an u

. 1966: Spea.
English Pr

report

tudent pr

Develog
. 1966-67: Board of Frducational Development (BED) established by the Acac ic Senate based on
\Ill'.-x'?u.' .\\‘ l cf - | 1GANO! l" ) Mmotc l',‘.r‘ mentator

3 O Initate and approve of cxpenmental

te or feasible.”

*  1967-68: in carcful collaboration with BED, CPE helps establish a number of student-ini

- t-initiated class, enttled Sogal Anabyr 139 umanizalion 1 Repeneratio
rerican S y cr, Mimister of Information for the | 1€t
Party, 1gnites a cont tually leads to a tghtening of restrictions on stude i

= 1969: BED's autho

authorize courses rescinded by the Academic Senate, which recommends

-
)y

the creation of the |

211D,

v of Excperimental Courses (DEC) whose course approval procedure would

more closely follow the exisung Senate rules

. 1970: no taculty named t«

ce the outgoing BED ch 1S NO Tour ding chair named to the DE(

both entties cease functioning soon thereatter; with no l" dy granting course credit, ( ‘Jl no longet

can 'f’:\'f".ﬁ JUISCe: f" I Lf‘.‘lhf

=  1980: Conservation and Resource Studies course, Education for Democrutic Acdtion, o ~d by Education

Professor John Hurst and a group of CRS students
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ctudent or e f""l | F ducation f
L student group, rounded out of Educalion for

tion course; publishes a magazine and catalog describing several student-initiated classes

al, or Democratee Education at Cal, pnmary functon

of student-initiated courses.

1985-1995: number of courses steadily grows from ten to more than forty per semester; DeCal

conunues 1o pll"‘-'

1997: student-initiated course list
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Revolutionize Your Education:
Democratic Education for DeCal facilitators

What is “democratic education”™? Why is it important enough to be in our acronym?

More importantly, how can you use it?

In 1980, UCB students in Professor John Hurst's environmental education class decided to start 2 program to

help students teach their own classes; they were inspired by the ideas of Brazihan educator Paulo Freire

Democratic education (DemEd) draws on the theories and pracuc 's “popular education” to make

ore democratic and transforma Thus DeCal was born!

traditional classroom settings

So what exactly was it that these Cal students excited about? DemEd is essentially a new way of learning that

differs from the mainstream oach to education in several ways

A. Teacher-student relationship: We call students wh

their role is to draw out the knowledge and ideas of the group, w

nsights. Evervone a leatner-teacher, rather than | aving one active
with everyone else a passive a_"lnl

B. Attitude toward knowledge: We all have something to contribute, and people’s experiences and

perspectives are valid as knowledge and should be part of the curriculun
C. Attitude toward learning: People learn most through thinking and being called upon 1o share
':‘ 15, T |'I [od 4 ':" I ICANNDY Or réading ‘n'l-,‘ Al Quanunes "“ PN l"";-l l" SEW E‘l' 1 tNEV Arc rec 1 4"' ¢ "o

thelr own INterests «

€r than partake Of SOmMe mandatory regmer

So how do you *do* DemEd? Here are few ideas:

« Present a draft agenda at the begd

ment 1bout NOW everyone . Interact

eal to multiple learning st

SOULCes and mterests of pecog

ter evaluations of vour tacilitar

yut nis or l.l.'[ l 1ASCS .lll'_! pcrson 1 perspecuve ot 'l m l'."llv, rather

. participation is so important, community building activities can help a class become cohesive
and increase trust and participation; also help everyone leam the names

« A facilitator *adership can be on a scale from nurturing to empowenng, from more direction and
Input te direction and input

» Have the students develop a classroom mission statement by thinking of their best educational

.

.

. onnect the marenal o what

« Provide experiental learning Oppottunitics: actvities, role pla
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So, why DemEd? Who cares, and why? Here

means complete:

zens and to contribute to civil society

students

A. DemEd prepare » be engaged ¢ giving them practice

at crtical thinking, democratic dec its of mind that are necessary for ci

n-making, and democratic hal ens

n a democracy

B DL”I'FL] 1S More ¢

and explore deeply, builds on their interests

: at helping students learn the material at hand, since it requires students to think

e . g .
ippeals to muluple learning styles, and helps students remember

by talking and doing, not just by hearing

C. DemEd models openness to oth

ety and world, and

1lso essential for adding up many small truths to approximate a larger Truth. Through discussion and

D. DemEd is an agent for social change; by allowing more student input and ag

rransformanve acnon), DeCal classes can help 1o ransform the universit what

egntimate. DeCal facilitators can take this power one step further by embx

ducation and empowering students in their class to become active agents in their

mndacmocrat .BI 1] (8 (| Che ou I« 1 urce
*  The DeCal website: please see t A t DeCal"” secuon largely wnirtrer Nate Singer, former
firector of Del aind Cal alumnus (v Lorg calide
. I'he Undergraduate Course Facilitator Training and Resources office (Polly Pagenhart) in the St
irning Center (hitp | rkelev.edt
* T'ools for Teaching - lots of practical tips and ideas
® dem
° ftice L.C) have res where \
.
-
.
.
. 1d Soc by Mviles Horton
.

* Professor John Hurst in the Education department here at Cal is also a great resource on popular and

nd many short readings and books on DemEd, some of

democratic education. He can recon
which are teatured in the readers of Ed 190 (Current Issues in Education), which he advises, and Ed

189 (Democracy and Education), which he facilitares

wn
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Source: Tri-District Workshop,

Palo Alto, CA, 1993

N & SKILLS SHARING *

Howard Gardner’s Seven Intelligences

SPRING 2006

tell stories

TYPE LIKES TO... IS GOOD AT... LEARNS BEST BY...
LINGUISTIC LEARNER read, memorizing names, saying, hearing &
“The Word Player” write, places, dates & trivia seeing words

LOGICAL/
MATHEMATICAL
LEARNER
“The Questioner”

do experiments, figure
out things, work with
numbers, ask questions,
explore pattemns and
relationships

math, reasoning, logic,
problem-solving

categorizing,
classifying,

working with
abstract patterns &
relationships

SPATIAL LEARNER
“The Visualizer”

draw, build,

design & create things,
daydream, look at
pictures & slides,
watch movies,

play with machines

imagining things,
sensing changes,
mazes, puzzies,
reading maps

visualizing, dreaming,
working with color/
pictures

MUSICAL LEARNER
“Tha Music Lover”

sing, hum tunes,
listen to music,
play an instrument,
respond to music

picking up sounds,
remembering melodies,
noticing pitches/
rhythms

rhythm, melody, music

pursuing interests,
being original,
setting goals

BODILY/ move around, touch & physical activities, touching, moving, and
KINESTHETIC LEARNER talk, use body language | dancing, acting, interacting through
“The Mover” processing knowiledge sports, crafts & bodily
sensations

INTERPERSONAL have lots of friends, understanding people, sharing, relating,
LEARNER talk with people, leading others, cooperating, comparing
“The Socializer” join groups organizing, interviewing,

communicating,

manipulating, '

mediating conflicts
INTRAPERSONAL work alone, understanding self, projects,
LEARNER pursue own interasts focusing inward on interior reflection,
“The Individual” feelings, dreams, having own space,

individualized
self-paced instruction

Tri-District Workshop, Pelo Alto CA, 1893,
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Source: Campbell, Linda et al., Teaching and Learning Throagh Multiple Inte
Bacon, 2004

Boston, MA: Pearson/Ally

INSTRUCTIONAL MENUS

ooouUBLO e« .!A\(,/‘r':.u'.-l:x_:ﬂ(‘g-'-‘\l‘.np’\.\l‘l‘r"‘"‘z(‘("'-v‘(-l‘ﬂf—‘l-'i"lf!"“‘,":
LINGUISTIC MENU: A Design a product for... Teach someone clsc about...

Use storytelling to... BC Use technology to play... Collaboratively plan rules or
Conduct a debate on... \/ Others of your choice... procedares to...

Write a pocm, myth, / Address a local or global problem

legend, short play, or news article VISUAL MENU: // by...
about... Chart, map, clustes, or W Give and receive feedback on...

Relate a short story or novel to... graph... Using onc of your strengths, assume
Give a presentation on... Create a slide show, videotape, or a role in a group to accomplish...
Lead a class discussion on... photo album of... . Create a culturgram or systems wheel
Create a radio program about... Design a pester, bulletin board, or (see interpersonal chapter) of....
Write a newsletter, booklet, mural of... Use technology to interact with...
or dictionary about... Use 2 memory system to learn... Others of your choice...

Invent slogans for... Create artwork that ...

Make an audiotape of... Make architectural drawings for... INTRAPERSONAL MENU:

Conduct an interview of... on.. Create advertisements for.. Describe qualities that will help
Write a letter to...about... Vary the size and shape of ... you successfully completc..

Use technology to write... Color code the process of... Create 2 personal analogy for...

Others of your choice.... Invent a game to demonstrate.... Set and pursue 2 goal to...

Nlustrate, paint, scalpt or construct... Describe how you feel about...
LOGICAL- Explain your philosophy about...

MATHEMATICAL MENU:
Create story problems

for ..

Translate,..into 2 formula... MUSICAL MENU:

Create a timeline of...

Use the overhead projector to teach...
Describe your personal values

Use technology to draw...
about...

Others of your choice...

Use self-directed leaming to...
Write a journal catry on...
Explain the reason to study...
Do a project of your choice on...

Give a rlcv:maﬁul\ with

Design and conduct an experiment musical accompaniment on
Of... oy . . . W -y .
: : Write song lyrics for... Receive feedbad from another on..
nvent a Strategy game that... +e ] . Y R n i
;] 3 ‘;YF) B 3 Sing a rap or song that explains... Self-assess your work in...
e a Venn Diagram to explain ... . N . . . ofle

: o “ i ey Indicate the chythmical patterns in... Use techaology to reflect on...
Make up syllogisms to demonstrate... Relate the lyrics of a song relate to Others of your choice...

Make up analogies to explain...

S 2 Explain how a piece of music is
Use...thinking skills to ... v Ry NATURALIST MENU: &
Design a code for ... Present a short dass musical on... Collect and categorire R
Categorize facts about ... Make an instrument and use it to data.... it
Describe patterns or symmetry in... demonstrate... Keep a journal of obscrvations
Use technology to calculate... Use music to cahance the leaming ... about...
Others of your choice... Collect and present songs about... Compare '"“‘.h“ phenomena (o....

e Write 2 new ending to a musical Iaveat categorics for...
KINESTHETIC MENU: composition to explain... Explain how a plant or animal species
Role play or simulate,.. Create & musical collage to depict... resembles...
Create movements to Use musical technology to... Make 2 taxonomy of... )
explain... Others of your choice... Use binoculars, microscopes, magni-
Choreograph = dance of.... ' ficrs, -":k“‘"’l’“ Wiy
Invent 2 board or floor game of... INTERPERSONAL MENU: Identify the rdnnnmhlp‘ between...
Make task or puzzle cards for... Conduct a meeting to... '{ _(l'"c {m plants or anmimals o learn
Build or construct a... With a partner, use “out ;)Nm l be cod atterns in
Attend a field teip that will... loud problem solving” 10... L“,rr‘ n}: ':lk," s U_f E: ”‘.m
Use the qualities of 2 physically Act out diverse perspectives on ... RPOCY e \uau?‘ul(dl(s b
educated person to demonstrate... Participate in a group ... "\_"""d an outdoor field trp to...
Devise a scavenger hunt to... Intentionally use...social skills to Use technology to ‘_3?""""'
Make a model of... learn about... Othess of your choice...
Use hands-on materials to... Do a service project for...

Curriculum Development 265
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ergraduate Course Facilitator Training & Resources, UC Be from tiple unattributed

People will remember...
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Source: Par

cisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1998

Figure 4.1 The Objectivist Myth of Knowing
Object |
.
;-.,;~..|r |
5 T S
-y 2
Amateur Amateur Amateur
Figure 4.2 b iy 0f Fruth
| Knower
. ~
" 4 P -
£
[ K - - - Knower
v
o
" T
{ b "
» | /
r Y
R L ¥ 4
. { Wect |+ Y N
% P 4
y v
y . |
Y / X 1
»” S
o~ .
Knower [~ o 3 1 7 pp * Knower
"~ -
|
VY

* SPRING 20(¥
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