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CP 98/198 AFFORDABLE HOUSING ISSUES DE-CAL

Time: Thursday, 5-6:30pm 
Room: 214B Wurster
Units: 1
Course Facilitators: Lusha Liang, Jenny Xie
Course E-mail: lusha@berkeley.edu
Faculty Sponsor: Karen Christensen
As part of its mission to educate the campus community about affordable housing issues, members of the Cal Habitat for Humanity campus chapter are facilitating a De-Cal (Democratic Education at Cal) course on affordable housing issues.  The student-led course will examine why there is a need for decent and affordable housing and what the public and private sectors are doing to address this need.  The course will feature weekly guest speakers from academia, government, and non-profit organizations who will share with students their perspectives on housing.  Topics include housing segregation, gentrification, public policy, community and economic development, homelessness, and privatization of housing.  In addition, a fieldwork component will give students the opportunity to take action by building Habitat for Humanity homes.
Course Requirements:

· For 1 Unit

· Attendance (More than 2 absences will result in a “No Pass” grade)
· Homework: Summary worksheets for all* speakers (*one dropped summary allowed) due by the end of class or by the following week

· Advocacy Project due by mid-semester—pick ONE option:
· 1-page Advocacy Letter. Write to a city official about funding for sustainable housing, propositions, government policies, or any other housing-related topic.
· 1-page Advocacy Proposal. Develop a feasible advocacy project that could be implemented by an affordable housing organization.

· Final Project—pick ONE option:
· 3-page research paper on a housing topic of your choice.
· 7-10 minute presentation during the last class on a housing topic of your choice and turn in a hard copy of your presentation. This can be done in a group of 2-4 people.
· 7-10 minute debate during the last class on a housing topic of your choice and turn in a hard copy of your debate. This can be done in a group of 2-3 people.
· Further instructions will be provided later on in the semester.
· 8 hours of volunteer service with an approved housing-related organization (one pre-approved workday with Cal Habitat for Humanity fulfills this requirement)
· 1-page Reflection Paper on your volunteer experience, which includes a brief summary of what you did, what you learned, and the significance of the organization in regards to affordable housing.

· Participation in class discussions is strongly encouraged. 
Readings:


Readings/articles, supplemental to lectures, will be provided throughout the semester for in-class 
discussions and/or debates
Grading Policy:


Failure to complete the course requirements will result in a “No Pass” grade.

Speakers from:

Affordable Housing Associates, Inc.


Berkeley Food and Housing Project

Berkeley Housing Authority


Berkeley Housing Rights, Inc.


Berkeley Rent Board


Habitat for Humanity


Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern California


Tenderloin Housing Clinic


UC Berkeley
