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Spring 2009

Facilitator: Sean Wycliffe

Sponsoring Professor: Rob Majteles
Facilitator contact info


Office Hours: By Appointment


Phone: 714-235-5268


Email: seanwycliffe@berkeley.edu


Class contact info 

Facebook Group (search course title on facebook) http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=29849597506

Course description 


We will be covering the topic of becoming financially independent and wealthy, suggesting the path of small business start-up coupled with educated investment, tax planning, and consumption habits. We will explore common “myths” about salaries, taxes, and quality of life regarding top college graduates and conversely how to prepare now to get ahead and stay ahead. In addition, we will spend significant time discussing and developing important entrepreneurial skills such as leadership, decision making, goal setting, sales, and management, among others. 

Teaching Methods

We will use a variety of teaching methods including lecture, discussion, small groups, active learning, and reading. Over the duration of the course, we will bring in a few guest speakers who have “made it” in various fields.
Course learning objectives 


The objective of this course is to not only give each student a realistic picture of the real financial world once they graduate Cal, but to also equip each student with a basis for the necessary skills and information they will need to begin their journey toward financial independence.
Required texts 


Reader – Copy Central – UGBA 98/198 Section 1


You can purchase this reader at Copy Central on Bancroft. It will include all the required readings so that you will not have to purchase any of the books. For your information, these are the books that we will be reading through:


Rich Dad, Poor Dad by Robert Kiyosaki


The Psychology of Selling by Brian Tracy


The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership by John Maxwell


Multiple Streams of Income by Robert Allen


The One Minute Manager by Kenneth Blanchard


Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill

If you like, you can purchase these books online so that you have the entire copy in your possession. Most of these you can buy online used for around $10. 

Supplemental or recommended texts, library or online resources 


Zig Ziglar's Secrets of Closing the Sale by Zig Ziglar


Investing in Real Estate by Andrew McLean


The Wall Street Journal Guide to Understanding Personal Finance by Kenneth Morris


Lower Your Taxes - Big Time! by Sandy Botkin


How to Make Money in Stocks by William O'Neil
Evaluation procedures  


Attendance – 30% attendance will be taken at each class. Each class missed will come off your attendance grade.


Participation – 35% this includes all in class exercises and discussions.


Homework – 5% this includes all take home assignments during the semester


Reading – 20% I will hand out a paper during class asking if you read the assignment


Final Paper – 10% a final response paper is required


Passing Grade – In order to pass, each student must receive a 75% or higher.

Additional policies   

At any time, if a student falls behind or has something come up, please contact me directly ASAP so we can work something out. For example, if you miss the reading assignment, I will most likely let you read it the next week to make up most of the points. It is your responsibility to contact me. If you fall behind and do not, you could end up failing!

Class schedule

	week 
	date
	topic
	reading due
	assignments due

	1
	Feb. 5
	Introduction to Financial Independence
	NA
	NA

	2
	Feb. 12
	Assets, Liabilities, and Cashflow: differences between the poor, middle class, and rich.
	Rich Dad p.1-91
	College major salary, profession salary, expected taxes exercise

	3
	Feb. 19
	Taxes, money creation, essential skills
	Rich Dad p.95-142
	

	4
	Feb. 26
	Start-Up Essentials
	TGR p. 19-43
	

	5
	Mar. 5
	Real Estate vs. Stock Market
	MSOI p.49-170
	

	6
	Mar. 12
	Guest Speaker: Jarrod Whitehorn
	
	Bring A Question

	7
	Mar. 19
	What Can I Do?
	MSOI p.171-179, 209-240
	

	8
	Apr. 2
	Guest Speaker: Jeremy Rose
	MSOI p. 181-208
	Bring A Question

	9
	Apr. 9
	Marketing/Selling 1
	ASS p.13-100
	101-200 extra credit

	10
	Apr. 16
	Marketing/Selling 2
	ASS p. 201-300
	301-400 extra credit

	11
	Apr. 23
	Leadership/Management 1
	OMM whole book
	

	12
	Apr. 30
	Leadership/Management 2
	21 Laws p.1-70
	

	13
	May 7
	Special Topics
	21 Laws p.71-140
	Final Response Paper


