Taiwanese Language Decal (Asian Studies 98/198)

Spring 2009 Intermediate Level
Instructors: Sofia Hsu, Kenny Lin, Jason Wang
Class Website: http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/taioanoe/
Classroom: 179 Dwinelle

Welcome to the Taiwanese Language De-Cal! The intermediate level class has been designed for students who have had some exposure to Taiwanese and/or have taken the beginner level Taiwanese Decal. Students should be comfortable with speaking in basic Taiwanese, but do not have to fluent. The class will be conducted using both English and Taiwanese. In this class you will learn more advanced expressions in Taiwanese, build upon vocabulary and learn to construct more complicated sentences in Taiwanese. As Taiwanese is primarily a spoken language, participation in in-class activities will be an extremely important component of the class and hence missing class is strongly discouraged. The issue of attendance is addressed further below under “Class Participation & Attendance”.

The class itself is roughly divided into two parts. In the first part, students will learn how Taiwanese consonants, vowels and tones can be written through the use of a phonetic system based on the Roman alphabet. In the second part of the course, students will learn how to undergo conversations in Taiwanese in more complex scenarios. Lessons from the course reader will be used for practice, and supplemental vocabulary will also be introduced regularly. Cultural activities, including watching videos and listening to songs may be incorporated into the course.

In addition, all students will be required to give an individual 10-minute cultural presentation to the class, regarding any aspect of Taiwan or Taiwanese culture that interests you. Finally the class will culminate with students working in groups to produce a final presentation to be presented in Taiwanese to the class. 

For additional information about the course, please visit our Taiwanese Language De-Cal program website at http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~taioanoe. Once again, welcome you to the Taiwanese Decal and we hope you will enjoy learning Taiwanese with us!

Contact Information:
Sofia Hsu 
iamsofiahsu@berkeley.edu
Kenny Lin

kennylintwn@berkeley.edu
Jason Wang
wjason9140@berkeley.edu 
1 vs 2 units

Although the Taiwanese Decal is designed as a 2 unit course, students may choose to take the class for only 1 unit. Students who choose to take the class for 1 unit will still be required to attend all classes and complete all assignments. However, students who take the course for 1-unit will not be required to turn in a 2-page double-spaced reflection paper at the end of the course.

Homework & Quizzes

Homework will be given periodically. Review quizzes will be given at the beginning of each class in various formats, including written quizzes, oral quizzes and games.

Class Participation & Attendance

As a primarily spoken language, participation in class activities will be highly beneficial to learning Taiwanese. Instructors will actively engage students in activities that require oral participation in class. 

Being absent from two or more classes will result in non-passing status. An absence is defined as missing more than 15 minutes of any given class. Two tardies are equivalent to one absence. Tardiness is defined as missing between 1 to 15 minutes of class. Under exceptional circumstances, more than two absences will be allowed, only if the student has consulted with the instructors of the class beforehand.

Midterms

1 midterm, consisting of both written and oral sections will be administered in class – the date will be announced later in class.
Final Presentation

The final presentation is a 10-minute group presentation of any format (skits, videos, musicals etc.) to be given on the last day of class. Each group will be required to practice and prepare a Taiwanese script for their presentation. The skit will be performed in Taiwanese in front of the class.

Grading:

Homework & Quizzes 
10%

Cultural Presentation 
10%

Class Participation

20%

Midterm



20%

Final Presentation

40%
