Hayao Miyazaki and the Contemporary World

[tentative syllabus]

Time: Monday 6-8 PM [Berkeley Time ok]

Location: 254 Dwinelle
Facilitators: Sarah Yuen, Jenny Hua

Faculty Sponsor: Professor Duncan Williams of Japanese Department

Contact: miyazaki.decal@gmail.com

www.miyazakidecal.blogspot.com

Objective: To put the animated films of Hayao Miyazaki into literary, artistic, social, and historical context through the films (of course), various articles, and discussions. We will attempt to understand Miyazaki's films and their relevance to a contemporary world, considering both "How is this relevant for Japan?" as well as "How is this relevant for myself, or for my context of America?"

Method of Instruction: 

1) clips of films in-class, we won't be watching the whole movie. 


to watch the whole movie, go to Moffitt


will arrange occasional film screenings

2) articles: some optional, some mandatory. 


please do the readings before class. 


links will be posted online or handed out in class the week before


we will discuss the articles in relation to the films during class. 

3) discussion: in-class participation - share your thoughts!

4) blogspot postings: we'll post discussion questions on the website


please respond to them or at least think about them for class

Enrollment

[Lower Div] 98

[Upper Div] 198

Grading Policies:
Pass/Not Pass

Pass = 70% 

1) Attendance and Participation 60%

Attendance:


no more than two unexcused absences. 


email miyazaki.decal@gmail.com at least 1 hour before

Postings: 


one paragraph, your personal response to the topic of that week. 


can say your own thoughts, or respond to other people's comments. 


for 14 weeks, posting at least 9 times on www.miyazakidecal.blogspot.com

2) Final Project 40%

3-4 page paper


on a topic that you find interesting throughout the class. 


clear it with facilitators at least a week before the project is due. 

10 minute presentation


basically, your paper topic. 


feel free to use any medium, be creative and it will be more fun!

SCHEDULE

Week 1: Introduction

Article: excerpt from Susan J. Napier's Anime from Akira to Howl's Moving Castle

What do you think he means in context of anime, Japanese culture, society?


talk about Susan Napier - why animation? (connect to other studies)


Early Influences

 Blog: http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/interviews/aboutanime.html
Week 2: Miyazaki himself, start on Nausicaa [Screening]

Film: Hakujaden, Nausicaa

Topic: Contemporary gender roles

Article: The Girl Who Loved Caterpillars

Adopting creatures in love, acceptance, recognition – what is it?


Manga Excerpts V.10 

Blog: http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/interviews/heroines.html
Week 3: Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind (1)

Film: Nausicaa [“resurrected,” “baby ohmu”]

Topic: Environment (forest, bugs, holy laws of nature, sanctity)


human significance, one’s place in the world

Week 4: Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind (2)

Film: Nausicaa Part 2

Topic: identity, nihilistic

Clips of Laputa

Nausicaa: selfless sacrifice, thoughtless

Laputa – Muska (power) vs. mindless, losing the “I” power


Meaning of existence – what is the proper response?


What solution is offered by the ending, each person?


Shintoism, Buddhism, Christianity – Messianic role

Week 5: Tonari no Totoro [Screening]

Film: Totoro Part 1

Article: Shinto imagery, Nature of the fantastic

Speaker: Duncan Williams


Religion in Japan

Week 6: Tonari no Totoro

Film: Totoro Part 2

Clips: catbus, first encounter with totoro, dustbunnies

Article: What is fantasy?  Fantasy and Reality

Merging of two worlds, 

Week 7: Kiki's Delivery Service [Screening]

Film : Kiki's Delivery service


Growing up in Japan


Materialism

Blog: http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/interviews/kiki_foreword.html
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9A00E3DE1F39F930A15752C0A960958260&sec=&spon=&pagewanted=1

Nation of Wimps

Week 8: Kiki’s Delivery Service


Panic, globalization, “purpose”

Week 9: Porco Rosso [clips] [Mononoke Hime]

Film: Porco Rosso


“the hero” man, pig, fantasy


[IN PROGRESS]

Week 10: Mononoke Hime

Film: Mononoke Hime part 

Article: Japanese industrialization

Clips: Lady Eboshi’s factory, end cleansing/death/sacrifice

Blog: http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/interviews/m_on_mh.html


Reconciliation with the past


Ambiguity of “good and evil,” fault


Something must be sacrifice – part of the cycle

Week 11: Spirited Away [Screening]

Film: Spirited Away


why different from Totoro, allegorical sense of exotic escape, bildungsroman

Generational gaps

Hikikomori


the agency of self


globalization, identity

Week 12: Party! Finish Spirited Away

Film: Spirited Away

Week 13: Presentations

Food. Fun. Hooray

Week 14: Presentations, Wrap-up

Gake no Ue no Ponyo 

