
Firefly: Get versed in the ‘Verse ; Spring 2009
The course coordinator who will be teaching this class this semester is:

Dashiell Kwiatkowski (Dash_kwiat@berkeley.edu)

The sponsoring professor is Sau-Ling Wong

This is a two unit pass/not pass class in the Asian American Studies department. The class can be taken as either AAS 98 or AAS 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.

There will be only one section: Tuesdays 5-7 PM in 250 Dwinelle
We will be watching the series Firefly from front to back, excerpting where necessary

Course Goals

1. This course will explore the world of Firefly, though short lived, and examine its cultural standing.  What caused Firefly to be cancelled?  Was America simply not prepared for a show that blended Asian and American Cowboy culture so readily?  What, furthermore, has caused it to earn one of the largest cult followings of any single season series.  What might the show have become if given a full opportunity to shine?  

2. By the end of the course, you will be well versed in the universe of Firefly, the influence of Asian culture on the World of Firefly and it’s counterbalance with American Frontier Cowboy culture, and the impact of political and economic events on the short-lived television program.  In addition you will have some grasp on why the show is so very popular even with its television career clearly over.

3. The class will be discussion based, so participation is encouraged. We’ll all be watching the episodes and discussing them together.  It’s easy to get shy in class, but it’s key here to be a part of our functioning group, and besides, we’ll be working with a wonderful and fun television show, so it shouldn’t be too hard to have something to say.

4. You will be evaluated based on attendance, participation in classes, response papers, and your final paper/project.  All areas of the class must be completed satisfactorily. Though this is a fun class, it won’t simply be a stroll on Londinium with a fancy umbrella and hat, so be ready to put a little work here.

General Class Rules

Cell Phones: No cell phones or texting devices on in class time, given the auditory and visual nature of this class, loud noises are distracting!

Food: Food in class is fine unless otherwise indicated by the classroom.  Please do –not- bring loud (crunchy, etc) food.

Attendance: Just like in all Decals, attendance is mandatory. Roll will be taken in the beginning of each class by way of a sign in sheet. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave before class is concluded you will be counted as absent. After three absences, you will fail.


Please be on time. We will start at ten after the hour, so do not worry if you have another class ending at 5:00. If you know beforehand that you will be late, email me about it before the class, and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom, especially during movies.


There should be no cuts. I want 100% attendance every week.  If your engines fail, auxiliary life support shuts down, and you find yourself adrift, contact me to receive shuttle support, but for that missed class, you will be required to extend your next response paper by one page, unless another arrangement is made with the facilitators. For your second absence, you will extend your next response paper by another page again. Three absences will result in a fail, unless a very good reason is given. Four absences will be a fail, as per Decal policy, with no exceptions. All absences must be made up to pass the class.


Very important: 

Response Papers: These may sound ominous, but they are not intended to be. A typed one page, double-spaced paper must be e-mailed to me at fireflydecal@yahoo.com by 12:01 AM Monday morning the week of discussion. This is to get you thinking critically prior to discussion so you will come to discussion ready to contribute.  These papers will concern the episode we’ve just seen (please don’t summarize in-class-comments) and any recommended reading given through the semester.  It will also help me to know what you find interesting about the week’s episode, allowing me to facilitate a better discussion. If you have questions you would like to discuss as a class or individually, please do not hesitate to put them in your papers! These are not intended to be a lot of work, but if you do not take them seriously you will not get credit. Response papers should not be mainly composed of plot summary, but rather of analysis of the episode for the week. Five of the six response papers must be turned in on time to pass the course. No late papers will be accepted, no exceptions.

The Term Paper/Final Project: You will be responsible for a 3-5 page term paper or a final project! It will be due on the final day of class. Further directions and discussion of this will take place in class closer to the paper/project’s due date.

Plagiarism: Any student caught plagiarizing will automatically fail, without exception.

Course Schedule

January 27: Course introduction, first half of "Serenity":  Welcome to the ‘Verse!

February 3: Second half of "Serenity": Good days, life and danger on the new frontier

February 10: "The Train Job": methods, madness and space-ship engines

February 17: "Shindig": like a sheep on its hind legs, dealing with aristocracy in space

February 24: "Safe":  Religion in the ‘Verse

March 3: "Our Mrs. Reynolds": Beware of Locals and Shotgun Weddings

March 10: "Jaynestown": In His Own Not-That-Heroic way, a study of Jayne

March 17: "Out of Gas": Origins and the wagon-family of the new frontier

March 24: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS

March 31: "Ariel": Judas Jayne and the other side in the ‘Verse

April 7: "War Stories":  Method, Madness, the Reprise

April 14: "Trash": Class Struggle and Vixens

April 21: "The Message" and “Heart of Gold”: Where to begin, where to leave off.

April 28: "Objects In Space": A big happy family… with Bounty Hunters

May 5: Course wrap up, FINAL PROJECTS DUE: “We Done the Impossible”


