Tentative Reading Schedule
	Week
	Subject
	Readings due

	1
	Introduction
	None

	
	Part I: Theories of Mythical Thought
	

	2
	Myth and Structure

Part I: Plot
	Marya Morevna (Russian fairy tale)
The Form of the Fairy Tale

	3
	Myth and Structure

Part II: Underlying Order
	Mediating Oppositions (an analysis of some Native American myths)

	4
	Mythopoeic Thought

(Valentine’s Day celebration)
	Mythopoeic Thought

Pele and Hiiaka (Hawaiian love-story involving a jealous volcano goddess)

	5
	Myth and Psychology


	Ganesha’s Head (legend explaining why the Hindu god Ganesha has an elephant-head)
The Indian Oedipus

	6
	Cyclic Time
	The Fifth Sun (Aztec creation myth)
The Eternal Return

	
	Part II: Mythical themes
	

	7
	Hero tales
	The Search for Everlasting Life (from the Gilgamesh epic)

	8
	The High God

(Midterm Quiz)
	Kabeyza-Mpungu and Mutima (Ugandan creation myth)
The Gift of Flowers (Australian creation myth)
The High God

	9
	The Creative Murder


	Hainuwele (Ceramese myth)
Hina and the Eel (Polynesian myth)

	10
	Titanomachy


	The Birth of the Gods (Greek creation myth)

	
	Part III: Myth and culture
	

	11
	Cyclic Time and Indian Philosophy
	Indra and the Ants (a philosophical Hindu myth)
Cyclic Time and Indian Philosophy

	12
	The Birth of Linear Time
	The War of Ormazd and Ahriman (Persian myth of creation and end-times)
The World to Come (excerpts from the Book of Isaiah)
The Birth of Linear Time

	13
	Greek Philosophy
	Euthyphro (a Socratic dialogue)

	14
	DeCal “dead week”

(Watch Jim Henson's The Storyteller)
	None

	15
	Final Presentations
	None


