The Ethics of Star Trek
2 Units (P/NP)

Sponsor: Professor Starr
Facilitators: Marisa Corley (mcorley@berkeley.edu) and Joseph Dowd (jdowd@berkeley.edu)
Purpose: The goals of this class are to

· Introduce students to some major philosophical approaches to ethical issues

· Analyze and debate some of the more interesting and challenging moral questions and dilemmas that have appeared in Star Trek episodes
· Delve into the meaning and moral dilemmas behind the episodes and relate them to real-life events and issues
Class structure: The class period is 2 hours long. During the first hour, we will watch a Star Trek episode. The second hour consists of discussion. Most of the second hour will consist of an open class debate, although some brief lecturing will take place in introducing the topics each day.
Attendance: We will pass around a sign-up sheet during every class meeting. Please let us know beforehand if you have to miss class for some important reason. We may give partial attendance credit to people who come late.
Midterm quiz: There will be a short midterm quiz in the middle of the semester. It’s basically to check whether you’ve been paying attention in class. It will ask straightforward multiple-choice questions about the events in the Star Trek episodes we’ve watched and about the ethical theories and issues we’ve discussed.

Final project: You get to choose what you want to do for a final project. It can take almost any form, from a short essay to a video. You can work alone or in groups. We’ll discuss final projects in more detail toward the latter part of the semester.
Grading:
Attendance and Participation: 3 pts per day, 15 days = 45 pts possible

Midterm quiz: 25 pts possible
Final project: 30 pts possible

Most pts possible: 100 pts

Passing score: 70 pts
Class schedule:

Approaches to morality: what’s the right thing to do?

· Consequentialism: Tuvix (VOY) 
· Deontological theories: Nothing Human (VOY)
· Virtue ethics: In the Pale Moonlight (DS9) 
Meta-ethics: what’s the nature of morality? 

· Objectivism: The Measure of a Man (TNG) 
·  Relativism: Angel One (TNG) 
· Subjectivism: Half a Life (TNG)
Social justice

· Cogenitor (ENT)

· Just distribution: Dear Doctor (ENT)

Authority and obedience

· The Prime Directive: Homeward (TNG) 
· Authority and secrecy: Inquisition (DS9)

· Should we obey unjust orders?: Journey's End (TNG)

Other dilemmas (We'll decide which to address toward the end of class)
· Do ends justify means?:  Equinox (VOY)
· Genetic enhancement: Doctor Bashir, I Presume? (DS9) / Space Seed (TOS)
· Regulation/Prohibition: Random Thoughts (VOY)

· Cultural identity: Suddenly Human (TNG)
· Ethics (TNG)

