The Philosophy of Calvin and Hobbes

The Purpose:


The Philosophy of Calvin and Hobbes is a semester long DeCal based upon the original works of Bill Watterson. This course will provide you with the ability to analyze and critically examine the world of a six-year-old boy and his imaginary tiger. We will discuss themes contained within the strip itself as well as broader issues regarding Watterson's struggle to overcome the boundaries of the comics page. At the end of the course, students will complete a term project of their choice that will enable them to engage in and display their own understanding of the course and comic strips as a whole. 


Throughout the course, we will discuss such themes as: the imaginary versus the real, the natural world versus the human, opinion polls and other politics, the role of technology in the world, what it means to be a child in an adult world, what it means to be an outsider, existential questions and symbolism, philosophical conversations, moments of sentimentality, and friendship.

The Class: 

This is a 2 unit Pass/Not Pass class in the English Department. It can be taken as either 
English 98 or English198. Only students with Junior standing or above can enroll in 198. The class meets every Thursday from 6:00-8:00 pm in 183 Dwinelle.

The People:

Your teachers for this semester are Kara Krone (karabear1@gmail.com) and Jordan Presley ajpresley@berkeley.edu. The sponsoring Professor is Celeste Langan of the English Department. 

The Books:

This is the book list and order in which we will read the books in class. It may seem like a lot of 

reading, but they should go by quickly.  Don’t be discouraged by this book list! 

Please note, in the early years of the strip, every two volumes were printed both individually and collected in a treasury. For example, both Yukon Ho!  and Weirdos From Another Planet! are contained within The Authoritative Calvin and Hobbes: A Calvin and Hobbes Treasury. You may buy either the Treasury or the individual volumes, as indicated below. 

Calvin and Hobbes   AND  Something Under the Bed is Drooling  

OR

 The Essential Calvin and Hobbes

..............................

Yukon Ho!   AND  Weirdos From Another Planet! 

OR 

The Authoritative Calvin and Hobbes

The Revenge of the Baby-Sat   AND  Scientific Progress Goes "Boink" 

OR

The Indispensable Calvin and Hobbes 

..............................

Calvin and Hobbes: The Tenth Anniversary Book

The Days are Just Packed 

        Homicidal Psycho Jungle Cat 

There's Treasure Everywhere 

It's A Magical World 

You’ll need to bring the book we’re discussing to class each week. We suggest buying all these books, simply because they are amazing! Most of them should be pretty easy to find either in bookstores or online.  If you are having trouble finding any of the books, ask the instructors for suggestions. 

The Rules:

Cell phones are wonderful inventions that tend to ring very loudly right in the middle of class.  It’s embarrassing for you, it’s very annoying to us, and I’m sure we’d all rather be spared that. So, please, turn phones off during class, or, at the very least, keep them on silent. If you’re expecting an important call, sit near the door and answer it outside. 

Latecomers are evil! Please be on time! If you know beforehand that you’re going to be late, please email us about it and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom. If you’re late three times, it will count as an absence.

Food is yummy. We understand that a lot of you eat dinner at this time of day, so we won’t badger you if you eat in class. But, please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food that would disrupt the class. 

Absences should not happen. We understand that there are sometimes emergencies which mean that you have to miss, but do try and come to every class meeting. We expect perfect attendance. If you know you’re going to be absent, talk to us beforehand and be sure to have a really good reason. If you miss class without a reason or without talking to us about it, it will be considered an absence. 

· One absence: student will need to email an extra paragraph of analysis on a strip of their choice.

· Two or three absences means a one-page critique.  After three absences, please speak with a facilitator regarding your status in the class.

· Four absences means that you fail automatically.

The Grade: 

The class is graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass get two units of either 98 or 198 in the English department. The grade will be based upon the following:

Attendance: 25%: Just like all the other DeCals, attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken through a Sign-In sheet passed around at the beginning of each class. Signing the sheet is your responsibility. If you sign in, and then leave before class is over, it will count as an absence unless you have talked to us beforehand.  Remember, more than three absences means you fail. 

Participation: 25%: Since this class is discussion based, participation is absolutely essential. What you say should show that you have read the assigned section and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind. We know that some people naturally talk more than others, but we’d really like to hear from everyone. 

Homework Assignments: 10%: You are required to submit a short paragraph about a strip or ongoing series of your choice each week. We will use these paragraphs to structure and facilitate discussion. This should be your commentary on the reading, but more than just a simple ‘I liked/disliked the comic’. Include in this any ideas, themes or questions about the assigned reading that you want discussed in class that week. You will need to email them to us every week by 11:59pm two nights before class meets. If you miss a homework assignment, it will count as half an absence. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Anyone caught plagiarising will automatically fail.

Term Project: 40%: This project must be completed, presented and turned in (if applicable) by the last day of class. Each project topic must be submitted for our approval no later than three weeks before the last day of class. The term project can be a written work, artistic creation, theatrical production, media presentation, etc. It should reflect what you’ve learned in the class. Creativity is strongly encouraged and will be loudly cheered. Anyone who does not complete a term project will not pass the class. Don’t stress about this –-the idea is that you put effort into it because you really like what you’re doing.

Week number
Reading Assignment

1
Class Introduction

2
Calvin and Hobbes 

OR The Essential Calvin and Hobbes  (first half)

3
Something Under the Bed is Drooling 

OR The Essential Calvin and Hobbes  (to end)

4
Yukon Ho! 

OR The Authoritative Calvin and Hobbes  (first half )

5
Weirdos From Another Planet! 

OR  The Authoritative Calvin and Hobbes  (to end)




6
The Revenge of the Baby-Sat 

OR The Indispensable Calvin and Hobbes  (first half)

7
Scientific Progress Goes "Boink" 

OR  The Indispensable Calvin and Hobbes  (to end)

8
Calvin and Hobbes: The Tenth Anniversary Book 

9
The Days are Just Packed 

10
Homicidal Psycho Jungle Cat 

11
There's Treasure Everywhere 

(Final Project Proposal Due!!)

12
It's A Magical World 

13
When Real Things Happen to Imaginary Tigers, by Philip Sandifer

http://www.english.ufl.edu/imagetext/archives/v3_3/sandifer/

14
Last Day of Class. 

Final Projects and Presentations!

[THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE]

