Conflict and Terrorism in the Middle East

Fall 2006 Syllabus
Tuesday 6:00-8:00 pm, 101 Moffitt
Sam Sani






       ssani@berkeley.edu

This course provides an introduction to conflict in the Middle East.  We will discuss the roots of conflicts in the region and their escalation in the past half century.  Students will develop an understanding about the history of the region as well as the social and political motivations behind the current conflicts that now affect the lives of millions of people. 

The course will consist of lectures from the student course facilitator, educational videos, and guest speakers.  On a topic such as the Middle East, where ideas are many times polarized in their presentation, students will be able to gain many different viewpoints.  However, this can only be achieved through a dedicated, yet respectful effort by students to participate in class discussions. 
The class will meet once a week for two hours.  You will be allowed two absences, after which you will fail the course.  The course is worth 2 units, and can only be taken on a pass/no pass basis.  Grading policy will be as follows:
Attendance:  30%

Participation:  40%

Final Paper:  30%
INTRO
Intro Class – September 5
An Introduction to the course and an overview of the requirements. I will discuss the grading policy, the work load, attendance, meeting times, and answer any questions that students have coming into the class.

TERRORISM DEFINED
1st Class – September 12
Watch a video titled, “Clear and Present Danger:  The Evolution of Modern Terrorism,” in order to gain some familiarity with the different types, structure, strategies, etc. of terrorist organizations.
2nd Class – September 19
Reading Due Today: 

· Stern, Jessica.  Terror in the Name of God  Chapter 9: “The Ultimate Organization: Networks, Franchises, and Freelancers”
· CRS Report by Christopher Blanchard:  “Al Qaeda: Statements and Evolving Ideology”
Continue our discussion of terrorist organization with emphasis on, Recruitment, Mission, Expanding the Network, and Funding.
SOURCES OF MIDDLE EAST TERRORISM
Israel/Palestinian Conflict

3rd Class – September 26
Begin watching a PBS documentary style movie titled, “The 50 Years War.”  Today we will cover from the 1940’s-early 1950’s.  This period is highlighted by pre and post Israeli Independence violence and war.   
4th Class – October 3
Continue watching “The 50 Years War,” which will cover the 6 Day War, the emergence of Yasser Arafat and the Fatah Movement, the Olympic Massacre in Munich, and the Israeli invasion of Lebanon.  Discussion will follow the movie.   
5th Class – October 10
Finish watching “The 50 Years War,” which will cover the Yom Kippur War and the successful Camp David Peace talks between Israel and Egypt.  Discussion will follow the watching of the movie.    
Media/Information
6th Class – October 17
Reading Due Today: 

· Table found in the testimony of Jess T. Ford, Director Intl. Affairs and Trade before the Foreign Relations Committee of the United States Senate
· Pattiz, Norman. “Radio Sawa and Alhurra TV: Opening Channels of Mass Communication in the Middle East.”  (Read only assigned pages)
· BBC Monitoring Middle East.  “UAE Report:  USA, UK, France Engaged in ‘Airwaves War’ in Arab World.”  November 26, 2003.
· “Changing Minds Winning Peace.”  Report of the U.S. State Department Advisory Group on Public Diplomacy for the Arab and Muslim World.  October 1, 2003.  (Read what is in the reader, pgs. 28-31)
Discuss the restriction of the different types of media outlets in the Middle East.  I will bring in a few clips of news and media/religious sermons so that we can analyze and better understand the strategic influence of media and information in the Middle East.  We will also examine the success of U.S. efforts to gain a media following with the Radio Sawa and Alhurra programs in the Middle East.  
7th Class – October 24 

Iran Case Study

Reading Due Today: 

· Iran Institute for Democracy:  Iran Survey, An Executive Summary.  June 2005

· Iranian Political Timeline

· The Structure of Power in Iran

We will cover the last half century of Iran’s political history: Mossadegh’s CIA coup until the current Nuclear Proliferation standoff between Iran and the EU-3/America.  Special emphasis will be placed on the affect of the 1979 Iranian Revolution on the current situation in the Middle East: Iranian funding of terrorism, Iranian support for Islamic radicalism.  We will also watch a NY Times Video regarding the current social atmosphere in Iran. 

8th Class – October 31
State Sponsorship of Terrorism + Israel-Hezbollah War
POLITICAL REFORM AS A SOLUTION

9th Meeting – November 7
***Reading Due Today: Read Closely!***
· Daniel Brumberg, “The Trap of Liberalized Autocracy,” Chapter 4 in Islam and Democracy in the Middle East.
· Bernard Lewis, “A Historical Overview,” Chapter 21 in Islam and Democracy in the Middle East.

· Robin Wright, “Two Visions of Reformation,” Chapter 22 in Islam and Democracy in the Middle East.

Discuss the reading for this week.  Support or criticize the arguments of Brumberg, Lewis and Wright regarding the compatibility of Democracy and the Middle East and Islam.
10th Meeting – November 14
***Reading Due Today: Read Closely!***
· Sharansky, Natan.  The Case for Democracy.  Chapter 2: “A Free Society and a Fear Society.”  Chapter 6: “The Battle for Moral Clarity.”
Discuss the prospect of democracy being born in the Middle East.  We will cover topics such as human rights, terrorism, and “moral clarity.” 
11th Meeting – November 21
Speaker

I will also distribute the topic of the final paper today.

12th Meeting – November 28
Final Paper Due Today.
