Surf Culture

Fall 20006 Syllabus

Facilitator: Eric Rath

Email: ericrath@berkeley.edu
Office Hours: By appointment.

I. Objectives


This course will provide a broad overview of the field of surf culture. Beginning 
with the history of surfing, we will examine the evolution of surf culture and 
various factors that have shaped the course of surfing and its relationship with 
popular culture over the years. Through an analysis of surf literature, film, 
art, 
personal experiences, and group discussion we will cover an assortment of 

influential topics within the world of surfing.

II. Methodology


Most meetings of the course will be lecture/discussion, with an overriding 
emphasis on discussion. The lectures will be limited to allow as much discussion 
as possible and will be used mainly to familiarize the class with the week’s topic. 
Being a Decal, this class is designed so that everyone contributes to everyone 
else’s education so the more the student puts in, the more one will get out of it. 
To supplement discussions, films and various media (magazines, ads, etc.) will be 
utilized as well.

III. Course Requirements


Given that class will only be held once a week, attendance is mandatory. All 
students will be required to complete weekly assigned reading (out of the course 
reader) so that they are prepared for discussion the following week. On top of 
weekly readings, students will sign up for group presentations that they will share 
with the class in the final weeks. There will be no midterm or final examinations. 
The course reader is the most important tool for participating in this class. There 
will be weekly questions based on the reading assignments. These weekly reading 
assignments will be announced in class each week. Comprehension and 
discussion questions will usually be assigned with the readings.

Students must email the facilitator if they absolutely have to miss a class meeting. 
Students are responsible for knowing what they missed, so obtaining each other’s 
phone numbers and email addresses would be a good idea. This means do not 

email the facilitator for instructions on an assignment that has been missed 
because of lack of attendance.

IV. Grading Policy

Grading for this course is on a pass/not pass basis; however, this is not to be taken 
lightly, because every word that is written will be read and feedback will be 
provided. As long as a student does the reading, the assignments with the 
readings, shows up to class, and participates, passing the class should not be a 
problem. Any combination of two missed classes or assignments will result in an 
automatic Not Pass.

Breakdown:    Attendance and class participation 50%




Weekly questions on the reading and class material (handed out 



weekly in class) 30%



Group Presentation 20%




Final Paper (optional) To be explained later.


The easiest way to pass this course is to show up to class and participate. This is 
supposed to be fun and educational at the same time, let us keep it that way.
Course Outline

(Tentative)

Week 1: Introduction to class

Week 2: History of Surfing up to 1900
Week 3: History of Modern Surfing: 1900-Present
Week 4: Technology/Materials

Week 5: Drugs/ War

Week 6: Surf Culture’s Dissemination

Week 7: Territorialism/Travel/Colonialism

Week 8: Women in Surfing/Gender Issues

Week 9: Surf Art

Week 10: Surfing Today

Week 11: Group Presentations 

Week 12: Group Presentations

Week 13: Surf Film Review & Potluck 

