BookWorlds Spring 2009
[image: image1.jpg]


Syllabus

	The Lair


The class webpage is www.bookworlds.org which has information on the class.  It also contains all published information about the class.

	The Lore Keepers


The course facilitators who will be teaching this class are:

Jeffrey Chu



jchu@berkeley.edu

Suzie Kim



suziekim@berkeley.edu

Chrysann Johnston


chrysannjohnston@comcast.net
The faculty sponsor is Professor John Lindow of the Scandinavian Department.

	The Basics


This is a two unit pass/not pass class.  The class can either be taken as either Scandinavian 98 or Scandinavian 198.  Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.
There is only one section:


Monday from 5 pm to 7 pm



Room 228 in Dwinelle Hall
	The Tomes


We will be reading the following texts:
	Patricia C. Wrede – “Dealing with Dragons”

Naomi Novik – “His Majesty’s Dragon”

Anne McCaffrey – “Dragonflight”


You’ll need to bring the book we’re discussing to class each week. We suggest buying all these books, simply because we highly recommend adding these great books to your collection.  Most of them should be pretty easy to find either in bookstores or online or even at the public library.  The Other Change of Hobbit is a bookstore on Shattuck which has a special shelf for our class so we recommend shopping there.

There will also be a reader that will be required for the course.  You will be required to bring the material to class when it will be discussed.


Reader texts*:
	Ursula K. Leguin – “The Farthest Shore”                             Naomi Novik – “Throne of Jade”

Norse mythology – “Lay of Fafnir”                                        Norse mythology – “Seeress’s Prophecy”

J. R. R. Tolkien – “The Hobbit”                                             

Germanic Mythology –Beowulf and Dragon                        
New International Version Bible – Revelations, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Job                         
Beowulf – “Beowulf and the Dragon”                                  Calvert Watkins – “How to Kill a Dragon”  
DeGroot – “Religion in China” & Hinton – “Social Life of The Chinese –(Handouts in Class)                    


*Texts are subject to change
	The Edicts


Cell Phones are wonderful inventions that tend to ring very loudly right in the middle of class.  It’s embarrassing for you, it’s very annoying to us and I’m sure we’d all rather be spared that.  They should be on silent or vibrate, or even better, turned off.  If you are expecting an important phone call, sit near the door and answer it outside. Anyone caught with a cell phone ringing during class will be forced to give up their phone as dragon bait until the end of class.
Latecomers interrupt our class and stick out like a sore thumb when they come in. Please be on time. Those who come in late will be subjected to draconic-inspired embarrassment (mild or severe depending on how late you are). If you know beforehand that you’re going to be late, please email us about it and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom. If you’re late three times, it will count as an absence.

Food is yummy. We understand that a lot of you eat dinner at this time of day, so we won’t badger you if you eat in class. But, please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food that would disrupt the class. Violators feed the whole class. 

Cuts or Ditching should never happen. We want 100% attendance, especially when our class is held only one day of the week. If you know you’re going to be absent, talk to us beforehand and be sure to have a really good reason. If you miss class without a reason or without talking to us about it, it will be an absence.  We will be holding informal office hours and you can talk to us there to make up an absence. 

	The Training


The class is graded on a Pass/Fail system and those who pass get two units of either 98 or 198 in the Scandinavian department. The grade will be based upon the following:

Participation: Since this class is mainly discussion based, participation is absolutely essential. What you say should show that you have read the assigned section and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind. 

Homework: There will be a ½ page reflection on the reading given that week which must be turned in the following week during the beginning of the class period.  Reflections will consist of thoughts and reactions to the reading of that week.
Term Project: This project must be completed, presented and turned in (if applicable) by the last day of class. Each project topic must be submitted for our approval no later than March 16th. The term project can be a written work, artistic creation, theatrical production, media presentation, etc. It should represent at least 5 to 7 hours of work. The in-class presentation should be around 3 to 5 minutes. Creativity is strongly encouraged and will be loudly cheered. Anyone who does not complete a term project will not pass the class. Email us with any questions or concerns you have. 

Syllabus [subject to change]

	Date
	Discussion
	Reading
	Pages

	Jan 26
	Syllabus/ BookWorlds Introduction & Make Your Own Dragon I
	“Dealing With Dragons”
	Pg. 1 - 212

	Feb 2
	“What’s a Dragon?”


	“His Majesty’s Dragon”
	Pg. 3 - 170

	Feb 9
	Dragon Anatomy


	“His Majesty’s Dragon”
	Pg. 171 – 356 (end)

	Feb 17
	Norse/Germanic Dragons


	“Seeress’s Prophecy”; “Lay of Fafnir”; “Beowulf & Dragon Fight”
	

	Feb 23
	Norse/Germanic Dragons
	“Beowulf & Dragon – Critique”; “The Hobbit,” 

Bible Excerpts
	

	Mar 2
	American Dragons & Their Image in Religion


	“Throne of Jade”
	

	Mar 9
	Eastern Dragons


	“The Farthest Shore”
	Pg. 165 - 259

	Mar 16
	Image / Adaptations in Media/ Proposals Due


	“Dragonflight”
	Pg 1-144 (Parts I-II)

	Mar 30
	Make Your Own Dragon II

	“Dragonflight”
	Pg. 145-286 (Parts III-IV)

	Apr 6
	Pern Dragon’s


	“Joust” ; “King Dragon”
	Pg. 121-294

	Apr 13
	Dragon Games


	
	

	Apr 20
	“A Difference in Scales”


	Dragonology 101
	Pg. 121-273

	Apr 27
	Make Your Own  Dragon III / Dragon Review


	None
	None

	May 4
	Final Projects Due!
	None
	None


Make-Up Movie Day ( To be announced
