Introduction to Photojournalism:

The Picture Story

Course Description:
Students will decide on a project topic and work to create a picture story. We will introduce students to the idea of the picture story in photojournalism and help them to produce their own. In addition to helping guide students in producing a picture story, this class will cover multimedia and advanced topics in photography. In preparation for each week’s course, students will need to view/read news items sent out to the class list. They should be prepared to respond critically to the picture stories they have seen. This is the advanced section of the Daily Cal Decal: Introduction to Photojournalism. It will meet once a week for two hours. 

Requirements for this class (one of the following):

1. Introduction to Photojournalism: Daily Cal Decal

2. College-level photography course

3. Acceptance based on review of a portfolio

Recommended texts: 

Ken Kobré’s Photojournalism (one of the two most recent editions)

Necessary Materials:

A (Digital) SLR-type camera will be required for this class. Digital is recommended. Students wishing to use a film camera will be treated on a case-by-case basis.  It is do-able, but students must be familiar with how to use film already. They must be aware of the costs associated with buying and developing film and be willing to spend the time developing and scanning images for weekly assignments. There are two darkrooms located on campus available to students for a fee.
Tentative Course Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction to Photojournalism—description of cutline, the role of photojournalism in today’s society, brief introduction to the picture story (give examples of that)

Week 2: What is a picture story? Speaker to talk about “What is a picture story?”

Week 3: Speaker (multimedia manager) who will explain the role of multimedia in journalism

Week 4: Photoshop lesson; discuss and finalize project topics

Week 5: Low Light—flash and advanced techniques in lighting 

Week 6: Introduction to multimedia programs—slideshow programs, audio editing, equipment to use

Week 7: Speaker who does multimedia (i.e. audio, video editing)

Week 8: Journalistic writing—Will discuss elements of journalistic writing

Week 9: Finishing your project—When to decide to reshoot or go with what you have

Week 10: Speaker (photojournalist) who has worked on documentary, long-term projects

Week 11: The Presentation (Fine-tune multimedia presentation) 

Week 12: Final review of projects

Coursework:

Students will work to produce an extended picture story in this class. Their final projects need to include multimedia (ex. slideshow with audio, video). Students will discuss presentation ideas during their Review #2.

Timeline: 

Topics—Students will turn in ideas for their project during class in Week 3

Week 6—Review #1: Students must show 10 images that show progress toward their picture story
Week 9—Review #2: We will overview progress with other forms of media in conjunction with more images.

Week 12—Final Presentation: Images and multimedia should be complete and ready to turn in. 

