Batman as American Mythology DeCal
Course facilitators: Danielle Peña, Elizabeth Wolcott, Miguel Camarena

Email: holydecalbatman@gmail.com
30 Wheeler, Tu/Th 5-6PM
2 Units P/NP

Curriculum:

This course examines Batman as American mythology and beyond! Because no mythology exists in a vacuum, we will compare Batman to various real-life contexts and influences. During class time we will watch shorter visual content during class and will show longer ones during weekend movie screenings. Course content will encompass Batman cartoons, TV shows, serials, movies, and comics, analyzed in terms of three broad disciplines:

· History: Batman’s evolution through each decade suiting current trends

· Sociology: Social changes reflected in specific Batman works

· Psychology: Psychological cases and concepts portrayed by Batman and other characters

Goals:

After taking this course, students will have a fuller understanding of Batman as a unique fictional character. Students should come away knowing the historical, sociological, and psychological ramifications of Batman. All class meetings will be open forums, and some meetings will involve screening of episodes or movies. Our primary goal, however, is having fun discussing a rich fictional milestone!

· If you ever have any questions or special needs, feel free to approach us before or after class, or send us an email.

DISCLAIMER: We will be discussing the recent, phenomenal film The Dark Knight over the course of our class, and it is assumed that everyone has seen it at least once (or, please just see it by the 8th week of class 10/ 21 & 10/23 when we’re discussing it).

Attendance:

4 absences, maximum. More than 4 absences is an F! Classes begin 6:10pm. Tardiness may count as absence: arriving at 6:25pm and later will be counted as half an absence. 

Student athletes: If your schedule conflicts with class times we do not recommend taking our class. We’re sorry, but in order to consistently follow policy we cannot allow more than 4 absences. 

Assignments:

· Six paper points, i.e., double-spaced pages total are required, each whole, to the bottom page counting as one point. Both single page and multi-page papers are allowed, but facilitators should approve paper topics exceeding three pages beforehand.
· There are two assigned papers (due 9/30, 11/20) that are mandatory, but the remaining papers can be on any Batman-related topic of your choice.

· Topics of your choice can include—but are not limited to—reflections on readings, something you want/wanted to discuss in class, your own theories/analyses on anything Batman. Please NO fan fiction (we’ve had bad past experiences) or papers that contain too much plot summary! 

· Comic option: you may create a (quality) comic of your own to be due during “Craft of Batman” week (Week 5: 10/2).

· You’ll get your paper back with a 1 or a 0 per page. We’re judging papers mainly on thoughtfulness (evidence you took more than two minutes to write it) and grammar is not graded but is absolutely necessary. By the end, you must have a total of 6 points, some papers may fail, in which case you will have to write more in order to have six paper credits total. No more than three make-up pages will be accepted on the last day of class.
-It only takes one facilitator to pass a paper, but all three’s consensus to fail.
Grading-- receiving a “pass” means the following must be met:


· Submit 6 pages of work that have received a “1.”

· Miss 4 meetings or less.

· Participate in class discussions.

Required Readings:

We’ll be focusing on these significant and influential works of Batman literature. Please finish them by Tuesday of the specified week.

· The Dark Knight Returns (Frank Miller) – Week 3 (9/16)

· Joseph Campbell excerpts (to be handed out week 4) – Week 5 (9/30)

· Batman: The Long Halloween (Jeph Loeb & Tim Sale) – Week 9 (10/28)
· Batman: Year One (Frank Miller & David Mazzucchelli)
AND
· The Killing Joke (Alan Moore & Brian Bolland) – Week 10 (11/4)

· Arkham Asylum (Grant Morrison & Dave McKean) – Week 12 (11/18)

We also recommend for further reading enjoyment: (not required)
· Kingdom Come (Mark Waid & Alex Ross)
· Batman: Dark Victory (Jeph Loeb & Tim Sale)
· Batman: Blind Justice (Sam Hamm & Denys Cowan)
· Batman: Hush (Jeph Loeb & Jim Lee)
Comic Relief located at 2026 Shattuck Avenue offers a discount on the required readings for students on our class list. It’s perfectly OK with us if you share with a friend, as long as you complete the required reading on time. (http://www.comicrelief.net/)

Movies:


Periodically we will be showing feature length films either in conjunction with class, directly afterwards or at some point during the weekend, for everyone’s education as well as enjoyment.

Semester Schedule:

Week 1 (9/4): Welcome to Class! Get on the list!
-Thursday: Come in, give us your info. We’ll discuss the syllabus and set up the 
lottery to determine who’s in the class (we send an email, so write legibly).

Week 2 (9/9, 9/11): History of Batman
-Tuesday: Proper introductions & welcome!

-Thursday: Batman in the 1930s-1940s
-Discussion about real-life writers’ and artists’ usage of contemporary influences (the pop culture, politics, and social trends of the time) to create fictional characters such as Robin and the Joker.

Week 3 (9/16, 9/18): History of Batman, continued
-Tuesday: Batman in 1950s-1960s

-Topics include Batman vs. aliens, the bat-family, and Frederic Wertham’s essays, the Adam West TV show and we will start the Adam West movie.

-Thursday: Finish the Adam West Batman movie (class might run long).

Week 4 (9/23, 9/25): History of Batman, continued
-Reading: The Dark Knight Returns (discussion Tuesday)
-Tuesday: Batman in the 1970s-80s

-Topics include Batman’s decline in sales, and the subsequent restructuring that revived Batman’s popularity and changed all superhero comics since.

-Thursday: Batman in the 1990s-present (& receive mythology handouts)
-Review of the Batman you grew up with as a kid! Also, we’ll have a discussion of major comic arcs of the 90’s, such as Hush.

Week 5 (9/30, 10/2): Batman as American Myth, Craft of Batman

-Reading: Handouts given out Thursday 9/25

-Assignment due Thursday 9/30: Succinct analysis of Batman within Hero’s 
Quest, details TBA the week before.
-Tuesday: What is myth? 

-Introduction to the comparative mythology field, its origins and innovators.
-Discussion of Joseph Campbell’s modern comparative mythology masterwork, The Hero’s Journey from The Hero with a Thousand Faces, and its relation to Batman as a character.

-Thursday: The Craft of Batman

-Overview of comic production through the decades

-Notable comic book artists and writers, and how depictions of Batman have changed with different artists (i.e. Frank Miller (Sin City, 300) and Alan Moore (V for Vendetta, Watchmen).
-Optional Assignment Due Thursday 10/2: Batman comic of your own design.
Week 6 (10/7, 10/9): Batman: The Animated Series

-Tuesday & Thursday: Batman the Animated Series history & episodes

-It is our opinion that B:TAS is the best representation of Batman, ever. We’ll begin with a short summary of its inception and its influence, then watch and analyze episodes like the award winning Mr. Freeze episode, “Heart of Ice.”

Week 7 (10/14, 10/16): Justice League, Batman Beyond, Batman Movies 

*Special Guest Lecturers Catherine Kung & Miyuki Bierlen*

-Tuesday: Batman post B:TAS: 

-Justice League, Batman Beyond fun facts and discussion.
-Thursday: Batman ’89, Batman Returns, Batman Forever and Batman & Robin
-Analysis of film techniques, in-movie symbolism, how the movie was made, and aftermath. Joel Schumacher’s movies Batman Forever and Batman & Robin - “possibly the worst movies ever made.” –Henry (co-founder of DeCal) to which Miyuki has counter points (at least for Batman Forever).
Week 8 (10/21, 10/23): WHY SO SERIOUS?

-Requirements: Seen both Batman Begins and The Dark Knight in their entirety. 

-Tuesday & Thursday: special discussion of Christopher Nolan’s masterpieces. 

Week 9 (10/28, 10/30): Guest Speaker Week

-Reading: The Long Halloween
-Tuesday: Potluck and Movie (Batman Beyond: Return of the Joker)
-Thursday: Special Event: Guest Speakers 
Week 10 (11/4, 11/6): Batman and the Joker

-Reading: Batman Year One, The Killing Joke
-Tuesday & Thursday: the psychology of Bruce Wayne/Batman and of the Joker.


-Discussion of Batman Year One, The Killing Joke.

-Origins: How important is childhood? Why/how do people react differently to trauma?  Do we have real and fake personalities like Batman? (e.g., do you act the same way around your girlfriend as you do a court judge?) 
Week 11 (11/11, 11/13): NO CLASS
Week 12 (11/18, 11/20): Criminal Psychology
-Reading: Arkham Asylum
-Assignment due Thursday 11/20: Criminal Profile, Details TBA Tuesday 11/18.

-Tuesday: Dissociate identity disorder (DID), schizophrenia, and psychosis.
-Analysis of real-life criminal psychology and associated mental disorders.
-Discussion of Arkham Asylum.

-Thursday: Discussion of everyone’s criminal profiles.
Week 13 (11/25, 11/27): NO CLASS – TURKEY WEEK!
Week 14 (12/2 LAST DAY): Other Batman Films
-Due: Last chance for make up work to total “6” paper points.
-Tuesday: Fan-films & potluck!

- Viewing & Discussion of fan-films, unauthorized underground productions – for example: “Batman: Dead End,” “World’s Finest,” “Grayson,” and “Batman: New Times.”
