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Fall 2007

Units 1 P/NP

Introduction to the Course

The goal of this DeCal course is to provide undergraduate students with more information as well as inspiration in the field of research.  We hope that through this course you will not only learn more about the exciting cutting-edge research that is currently taking place in your own campus, but get a general understanding of what research is and how you can be apart of it.  Through intriguing lectures from professors across the campus in all colleges, interactive discussion sections, as well as assignments that develop the basic research skills.   We hope that this class will expand your understanding of what research is, captivate and motivate you to get more involved in the research that is going on, and also give you the necessary tools and resources to obtain a research position. 


The decal course will consist of lectures from guest professors from all different educational fields who will present about their own research that they are currently working on.  After the lecture, there will be a 30 min. discussion section, where students are encouraged to actively participate in discussion with a panel of members related to the topic of the lecture.  All students are required to attend 2 discussion sections of their choice and turn in a related writing assignment.  Also, there will be some lectures where we will focus on professional development, with information on basic research skills and the resources to find a research position with the help of the Career Center as well as the Undergraduate Research Apprentices Program (URAP).

Attendance Policy


Attendance is a crucial part of this course. To provide respect for the professors and researchers invited to speak during this class, punctuality is stressed.   Students are allowed a maximum of 2 unexcused absences. If from some reason, you are unable to attend a lecture because of extenuating circumstances, alert a coordinator as soon as possible to avoid consequences - missing more than 2 unexcused absences results in an automatic No Pass of the course.
In order to keep track of attendance, at each course meeting we will give out a secret phrase which you will need to use your bspace account to enter.  This will allow us to efficiently keep track of your attendance. 

Grading Policy


Attendance is mandatory and will be a major part of your grade.  Afterwards, you will be accountable to choose an article that is relevant to the professor or field of research, analyze and summarize it.   Active participation is highly encouraged! 

Course Website

 
Please visit our bspace website often for up to date information concerning visiting professors, assigned articles, and for attendance. 
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