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Learn to Play the Sather Tower Carillon (Decal-1unit): Learn about bell towers and how to play the Sather Tower Carillon! 10 people can take this class. Up to 2 can be on the waitlist. Students must know how a keyboard works and be able to read duple and triple time signatures through three sharps/flats. Piano experience is not required. We welcome all musical backgrounds. Weekly class meetings are half an hour to an hour long. Weeks 1-5 are lecture based. Week 6 is interactive with demonstrations of playing the carillon. Weeks 7-12 students will play the carillon.

Outline:

Week 1: Meet outside tower. Tour the tower and see practice rooms and carillon library. 

Week 2:  Birth of the Carillon through its peak. 
Week 3: Carillon decline and renaissance, carillons at other universities, the Berkeley Carillon Guild and other student guilds, and other carillons around the world. 

Week 4: University Carillonist, Jeff Davis, will give a lecture about the history of Sather Tower’s construction, the people involved, and some other interesting facts. 
Week 5: Bell foundries and how bells make music. Different types of bells in other cultures. Discuss music students will play for final recital, with guidelines (what’s feasible to play on the instrument) and demos of sample pieces. If students don’t want to play any of the pieces demonstrated, their homework is to either compose a piece or bring in ones they like. 

Week 6: Students submit pieces they want to play. Group lesson in practice rooms. Learn technique from each other. Homework for week 8 will be to attend and write a one page review of a 10 minute noon carillon concert. Concert review will be due the last week of class.
Week 7: Begin class with demonstration of how big bells work (this class will be at night during the open practice hours Saturday 6-7).
Week 8: Individual practice times. Each person gets 30 minutes and goes in twice a week. The first 30 minute session will be a private lesson with a carillon guild member and the second will be solo practice time.
Week 9: Same as week 8.

Week 10: Same as week 8

Week 11: Everyone goes up on a Saturday night to practice on big bells for a little under an hour. 

Week 12: Final recital on a Saturday night. 

I will assign brief readings from the course reader available at Copy Central on Bancroft. The reader contains articles from the following sources:
Grove Music Online (can access this through school computers or from home if you proxy your computer to the campus libraries)

Carillon: The Evolution of a Concert Instrument in North America by Karel and Linda Keldermans

Bells by Satis N. Coleman
The Book of Bells by Satis N. Coleman
The Art of the Carillon in the Low Country by Andre Lehr

Bells in England by Tom Ingram
Carillon News (available in the Jean Gray Hargrove Music Library)

Course Requirements:

-Must attend the first class meeting and the Jeff Davis’s lecture in the fourth week.

-Must attend the classes when we work out what pieces to play for the recital and learn how to play the bells.  

-Come prepared with a 1 page piece picked out for class on week 7. If you’re feeling ambitious you can pick a longer one, but be sure you can learn it in the time allotted.  Duets are also fine, just be sure to coordinate practice times with your partner. 

-Must attend and write a one page review of a 10 minute noon carillon concert during the week.

-Can miss one of the lectures in weeks 2, 3 or 5, but need to show up for the two others.

-Can miss one of the six individual practices in weeks 8 through 10-please let me know a few days ahead of time so if someone wants to take your slot they can. 

-Must attend both group practice sessions in weeks 7 and 11. 

-Must play in the final recital.

Learning Outcomes: The aim of this decal is to teach students the basic history, and mechanics of carillons. Students will also learn basic carillon playing technique.

Grades are based on effort and break down as follows: 

Attendance (the requirements outlined above), completion of readings, and one page concert review: 50% 

Final recital: 50% - you can hit some wrong notes-we all do ( 
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