Islam 101: Everything you ever wanted to know about Islam!
Facilitated by: Nasir Mohammed

Email: nasirm1@berkeley.edu

Websites: 
http://bspace.berkeley.edu
http://islam101dc.blogspot.com
Office Hours: by appointment.
Purpose: What is the fastest growing religion in the world? Islam! The irony is this growth is taking place despite the misrepresentation of Islam by both extremist Muslims and the media. The purpose of this class is to correct that image and provide an objective overview of what Islam and Muslims really are. This will be done through a combination of lecture, class discussions, movies, and guest speakers. This class will not be one way learning but two way. After all we are all students and through the course of the semester we will learn from each other. Your performance as a student will be evaluated through class participation and attendance, one project, one midterm, and one final exam. 
Required Texts: Reader available at Copy Central
Class Meetings: Tuesdays 5-7 pm 20 Barrows
Requirements:

1) Attendance is mandatory. 

2) Completing and passing one Midterm.
3) Completing and Passing the Final. 

4) Attending Friday prayers at the YWCA on Bancroft @ 1:15 pm once during the course of the class and writing a two page write up. 
5) Participation in class discussions. 
Week 1 8/29/06: Introduction to Class. 
1) Go over Green Sheet. 

2) What is Islam? 

3) The creation of the universe.
4) Basic beliefs in Islam:

a) One God (Tawheed and its implications) 
b) Angels.

c)  Books 
d) Prophets and Messengers (Prophethood in Islam).
e) Day of Judgment 

f) Predestination.
g) Life after death.
Week 2 9/5/06: Five Pillars of Islam Part I
1) Shahada

2) Salat 

3) Zakat

Week 3 9/12/06: Five Pillars of Islam Part II
1) Sawm

2) Hajj

      3) Jihad (Not a Pillar) 
Week 4 9/19/06: History of Islam Part I
1) Pre-Islamic Arabia
2) The life of Prophet Mohammed Part I

a) From Birth to the Hijrah. 

Week 5 9/26/06: The Message Part I (Movie) 

Week 6 10/3/06: History of Islam Part II
1) Part II of the life of Prophet Mohammed 

b) From Hijrah until death. 

c) Brief overview of Al- Khulafa Al Rashidun.
d) Brief overview of later Islamic Dynasties (Umayyads, Abbasids). 
Week 7 10/10/06: The Message Part II (Movie)
Week 8 10/17/06: Midterm
Week 9 10/24/06: The Quran and the Hadith 
1) Readings and analysis of Surah Qalam, Baqara, Fatiha, and Yaseen.
2) Narrative of Prophet Abraham and Jesus in the Quran. 

3) Readings and analysis of selected Hadeeth. 

Week 10 10/31/06: Islamic Law (Dr. Hatim Bazian) 

Week 11 11/7/06: Islam in America with (Abdul Malik.)  

1) Islam among African Americans. 

2) Immigrant communities and their descendants.  
Week 12 11/14/06:  The Sexes in Islam (Amina Jandali)

1)  Marriage in Islam (rights, duties, obligations of both men and women) 

2) Family Life in Islam. 

Week 13 11/21/06: Diversity in Islam (Dr. Hammad Algar)
1) Shia Islam and Sufism 
Week 14 11/28/06: Review for Final exam. Friday prayer write up due 
Week 15 12/5/06: Final
