Grading breakdown:
Attendance/Participation:
40%
Show up to class and sign in on time to receive full credit.  Showing up 15 minutes or later after the scheduled start of class constitutes tardiness and results in a documented absence.  

Participation is required, in terms of being actively involved in the material presented, asking thoughtful questions about the material, and making the presenter feel welcomed through respect and attentiveness.  Students who are caught not paying attention (i.e. doing homework, sleeping, etc.) will be marked absent from class.  The last weeks of class will be devoted to student presentations, and it is absolutely mandatory for all students to attend these classes.

( Missing no more than two (2) weekly meetings is a requirement for passing this course.

( Attending ALL student presentations at end of semester is also a requirement for passing this course.

Homework:


30%
Weekly homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.  The assignments will be short and graded pass/no pass, with visible effort representing a passing grade.  Assignments will comprise learning about the next week’s presenter’s research topic, usually by students being assigned a scientific article to read and write a short summary of, or sometimes by students looking up the presenter’s research themselves and summarizing it.

( Receiving no more than four (4) “no pass” weekly homework grades is a requirement for passing this course.
Group Presentation:

30%

At the end of the semester you will be required to do a short presentation in a small group for 7-10 minutes explaining a topic of interest related to the chemistry found in biological systems and/or related to health and medicine.  Be creative in the topic you want to research, as there are relatively little restraints on what you can present on.  Projects focusing on broad concepts of chemistry or biology are not allowed; all projects must involve researching something specific.  (e.g. “Enzymes” is not a good project, but “Sulfonucleotide Reductases and Tuberculosis” is)

PowerPoint is a common method of presenting scientific information; there are, however, alternative approaches, such as a poster presentation, that will be gladly accepted.  Any way you chose to present, be sure to practice with your group.  There is nothing more boring than watching a presentation comprising students reading bullet-points off a slideshow, and this type of presentation will not be tolerated; students who do not prepare for this presentation will not pass this class.

( Presenting is a requirement for passing this course.
( Preparing and practicing your group presentation are requirements for passing this course.

