“L-Chem 101: Research in Medicine and Life”

Fall 2006 Course Description
Co Facilitators: 
Kaitlyn Hardin (kaitlynh@berkeley.edu)

Julia Souvorova (souvorj@berkeley.edu) 
Enrollment / Administrative Questions:  kaitlynh@berkeley.edu
Faculty Advisor: 
Professor Steven Pedersen

L-Chem 101, or “Life Chemistry”, intends to examine the wide and far-reaching applications of basic chemistry in “Life” and living systems research and recent developments.  It seeks to do this through weekly presentations given by esteemed researchers and faculty working at Cal on:

1) Aspects of their research that link concepts of chemistry and outside sciences learned in lower division science courses to understanding specific functions of molecules in living organisms 

(and/or)

2) Particular molecules/atoms/compounds/systems of interest that play an important part in medicine or functionality in other living systems.
Presenters will be given 45 minutes to give a lecture in terms and concepts comprehensible by lower-division undergraduates, and are encouraged to use drawings, paper handouts, PowerPoint, and safe, interactive demos to convey their lecture material.

Students will walk away from L-Chem 101 with two important skills:

1)  “Chemical Awareness”, or an understanding of how fundamental concepts of chemistry and outside sciences correlate with ongoing research in the laboratory, and furthermore how useful this research is in daily life.

2)  “Activated Learning”, as this course intends to instill interest in the field of chemistry of medicine and living systems, pique curiosity, and promote students who actively seek to learn more about what is discussed in class on their own.
Student performance will be evaluated via three (3) components: participation, weekly homework assignments, and a end of semester presentation.  More information on these grading criteria can be found in the course syllabus.

The faculty advisor, Professor Steven Pedersen, will supervise the student course facilitator by giving 1-2 weekly presentations.
