Scrabble: Strategy, Knowledge, and Fun

Math 98/198

Facilitator: Jake Kay


 




Monday 5-7

calscrabble@gmail.com





  310 Hearst Mining

Course Goal: To introduce students to some basic strategies in Scrabble such as parallel plays, ways to spot bingos, and board psychology, while maintaining the game’s recreational aspect. Players of any skill level are welcome.

Class will consist of a 10-15 minute lecture followed by a game of Scrabble. During the game the facilitators will walk around offering help on gameplay.

Grading (all of the following is required for a P):

· Attendance: You can have up to two absences total. Attendance on exam days is mandatory. If you forget to bring a board and do not have someone else to share one with, it will be counted as an absence.

· Homework: Starting on week 3, turn in a detailed, handwritten score sheet of one Scrabble game for each week. Make an honest effort. Play against reasonably fair opponents. 

· Exams: an overall 80% on the midterm (50 points) and final (100 points).

Course Materials:

· Required: Official 15x15 Scrabble board (NOT electronic Scrabble, Scrabble Junior, Express Scrabble, or Super Scrabble) 

· An up-to-date Scrabble dictionary (optional)

· Everything Scrabble, Joe Edley & John D. William Jr., 1994. Pocket Books, New York. (optional)

-  Scrabble tutorial, vocabulary, and puzzles by an expert player.

· Word Freak. Stefan Fatsis, 2001. Penguin Books, New York. (optional)

- Journalist’s account of his rise in the Scrabble tournament world, with historical information.

CALENDAR:

Week (Date)
Topic

1 (8/29)
Course overview (board not required)

2 (9/12) 
Scrabble rules and introduction, the 2s, parallel plays, hotspots

3 (9/19)
The power tiles (JQXZK, S and blank), hotspots part 2 and hooks.

4 (9/26)
Bingos! Anagramming strategies and rack management

5 (10/3)
Vowel/consonant dumps, exchanging, play styles, open & closed boards

6 (10/10)
Movie: Word Wars. Midterm exam

7 (10/17)
Endgame, board vision, and psychology.

8 (10/24)
First two games of the in-class tournament.

9 (10/31)
Two tournament games.

10 (11/7)
Tournament prizes, final exam

*The syllabus is subject to change. Check your email for updates.
