Political Science DeCAL 

U.S.-China-Taiwan Relations

Fall 2010, 1 unit P/NP

Course Facilitators:  Jonathan Jaw and Tiffany Wang 

Course Facilitators' E-mail: PSDecal@gmail.com
Course Description: 

This course will explore relations across the Taiwan Strait with a specific focus on “the Taiwan Question,” by means of political, economic, and ethnological analyses to understand the cross-strait situation. We will begin with a basic political history to develop a context for modern relations; then we will move into advanced thematic study of relations. Assigned readings will comprehensively draw upon American, Mainland Chinese, and Taiwanese scholarship, as well as official state publications and popular media. Class will begin with a brief lecture to summarize and build upon key points from readings, and then the remainder of the class will be opened to discussion on the weekly topic. It is our goal for students to leave the class with an understanding of the root problems behind the “Taiwan Question” and also an exposure to a variety of opinions on the issue. 

There are no prerequisites for this course, aside from an interest in current events relating to cross-strait relations. We welcome students of all levels of knowledge and experience, and we will tailor the level of coursework depending on the experience of the students. Lastly, we aim to foster an open environment and welcome all viewpoints.

Requirements: 

The requirements for this course are quite simple: attendance, participation, readings and response papers. We will meet every Monday from 6pm to 7pm, Berkeley time. Attendance is a large part of this course, and each student is allowed two absences in total, that can be used at the student’s discretion. Any further absences or excessive tardiness may result in a grade of NP. Participation is the key to making this a successful class, and we encourage everyone to speak up in discussion and/or debate, as well as any other in-class activity. We understand that this may be a sensitive subject matter, so we ask that students are respectful towards each other’s viewpoints. However, questions and opinions are always welcomed. 

We expect that students complete the readings listed for each week before class meets.  We understand that some readings are longer than others, but we encourage that students at least skim for key points and main ideas, so that they will be able to contribute in class. There will be several short response papers (1 to 2 pages in length) on different topics that will be due throughout the semester. These responses are meant to help students probe deeper into the issues being discussed.  Additionally, a final paper (3-4 pages double spaced) will be assigned that should represent a thoughtful reflection on the course as a whole. '

Grading:

This class will be based on a simple point system, with attendance/participation making up 40% of the grade, 3 response papers 10% each (30% total), and final paper 30%.

If you have any questions about the structure or requirements for this course, please feel free to email us at psdecal@gmail.com or at our personal emails. 

Readings: 

All readings will be provided as online at the decal website, and will be accessible to students at least one week prior to their due date. We may also handout photocopied handouts or readings in class. The following is a rough schedule for what the course will look like: 

First Session:
Intro and Administration 
Context of “The Taiwan Question”: Why is the Taiwan Question worth discussing?  
Second Session: 
History, Part I: Aboriginal Settlement

Focus: Tracing the political governance of Taiwan from aboriginal settlement to modern day. What makes Taiwan’s situation so unique?  
Readings (due before class meets)
BBC News, “Taiwan Flashpoint,” (photocopy)  
Cook and Meer, pp. 1-5 (optional)

Third Session:  
History, Part II: Taiwan after 1949

Focus: Cold War, “One China,” Shanghai Communiqué, United Nations, Taiwan Relations Act, Missile Crisis of 95-96.  
Readings: 

Song, Chapter 9 “Intellectual Discourses in Taiwan Independence Movement” (pg. 237-240)
Ross, “The 1995-1996 Taiwan Strait Confrontation: Coercion, Credibility, and the Use of Force”  
Fourth Session: 
Culture/Ethnicity

Focus: Definitions of culture and ethnicity. What does it mean to be “Chinese?”  
Reading:  
Brown, pp. 1-34  
Fifth Session:  
Culture/Ethnicity: 

Focus: What does it mean to be “Taiwanese”? A cultural, ethnic, and linguistic history of Taiwan. How are the citizens of Taiwan classified in terms of ethnicity and/or culture? Is “Taiwanese” truly a distinct cultural and/or ethnic identity? 
Readings: 

Song, pp. 240 - 242
Brown, pp. 211-250  
Sixth Session: 
Domestic Politics in Taiwan

Focus: The political atmosphere in Taiwan in the last couple of decades. The battle between DDP and KMT, how is it progressing? Taiwan's relation to China under Ma Ying-Jeou

Readings: 

McDevitt, Michael “Taiwan: The Tail that Wags the Dog,” Asia Policy, 1 (Jan. 2006): 69-93. 

Seventh Session:

Domestic Politic in China

Focus: Political stances, issues, and ramifications of the People’s Republic of China in regard to the “Taiwan Question.” Why is unification so important to the PRC? 
Readings: 

Chai, pp. 154-156

Giley, “Not so Dire Straits” Foreign Affairs Jan/Feb. 2010

Eighth Session:

China's Media in Relationship to Taiwan and US

Focus: How US use media to convey the arm trade with Taiwan and China's reaction to it.  

Readings: 
Ninth Session:  

Security

Focus: Military analysis, regional stability. What are the possible scenarios and consequences of a cross-strait conflict? US firearm sales to Taiwan. 
Readings: 
Shambaugh, pp. 307-327 
Lewis and Xue, pp. 266-280

Christensen, Thomas J. “The Contemporary Security Dilemma: Deterring a Taiwan Conflict.” The Washington Quarterly, 25:4 (Autumn, 2002): 7-21
Tenth Session: 
Economics

Focus: History of Chinese and Taiwanese economies, cross-strait trade, economic interdependence, economic consequences of changes to status quo. How important are economic factors in “The Taiwan Question?” 

Readings: 
Kastner, Scott L. “Does Economic Integration Across the Taiwan Strait Make Military Conflict Less Likely?” Journal of East Asian Studies 6:3 (Sept/Dec 2006): 319-346 
Eleventh Session:  
East Asian and International Relations

Focus: What impact does reunification have on Chinese foreign relations and the “peaceful rise of China?” Early China's Experience with the foreign countries. 
Readings: 
Overtholt, Chapter Five, “Smaller Places, Decisive Pivots: Taiwan, Korea, Southeast Asia” pp. 139-154
Twelfth Session: 

Professor Dittmer: The Love-Hate Triangle Between China, Taiwan, and US. 

Readings: 
Thirteenth Session: 
Start Movie

Dec 10:
Finish Movie, Wrap-up!
