Fall 2010 DeCal

Music 98/198: Chamber Music for Fun 

Website: http://www.decal.org/chambermusic

Student Facilitator: Kelsey Maher & Jeffrey Chen
email: berkeleychambermusic@gmail.com  

Faculty Sponsor: Leighton Fong
   

email: fongpresler@gmail.com 




Class Description

1. Subject Matter: performance of Western chamber music for Western instruments (including strings, keyboard, woodwinds, brass, guitar, and percussion).

2. Key learning outcomes: Students will focus on the principles of good ensemble playing as well as individual playing (particularly listening to each other), which will lead to well-prepared performances.

3. Methods of instruction: Ensembles rehearse weekly and individual practice is expected from all members. A public performance is required of all ensembles at the end of the semester

4. Evaluation of student performance: Regular attendance at rehearsals, one master class, and coaching sessions; conscientious preparation of individual parts; final concert performance.

5. Credits and Units: This is a 2 unit “pass/fail” class, but can be taken for 0 units (auditing). This class does not count toward the music minor requirements.

Course Syllabus

First class meeting: Syllabus and application forms distributed; objective and goals are explained. All students must sign up for a 5-10 minute audition. Students may request specific ensemble members on application form.

Auditions: Ensemble formation is based upon audition results. Students should prepare piece(s) that accurately reflect their playing ability in that instrument. There is no need to dress-to-impress and pieces do not have to be memorized. You may audition with any instrument, provided that you can bring it to the audition (except pianos). If you are in need of an instrument, please contact the music department for rental information.
Second class meeting: Ensembles will select a representative who will communicate with the student facilitators. Each ensemble will decide on possible rehearsal times and will note these times on the rehearsal schedule form. 

First rehearsal: The ensembles play through chamber music pieces and collectively select a piece. The selected piece should be one that all members of the ensemble will enjoy rehearsing and performing. The ensemble representative will report the chosen piece to the student facilitators. 

7th – 13th week of instruction:  Ensembles will need to perform in at least one master class. This performance will be considered the mid-term evaluation. A follow up to the mid-term evaluation may be performing at another master class or coaching session. 

Last week of instruction: All ensembles will perform for each other and an audience at the final concert. An evaluation on the quality and preparation of this performance is equivalent to the “final”. 

Grading: Mid-term evaluation = 25%. Final concert = 75%.  Attendance at both is mandatory.
