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(Statement to the Political Science Department)

Subject matter/course contents
The subject of this course will be a survey of politics presented through American cinema and how it is related to current events and the subject matter of the film, as well as what the director might have been trying to say through his film. Through the course we will evaluate how politics is portrayed in fictional and historical examples and in films where politics is not the central theme but an undertone throughout the film. Our focus will mostly be on mainstream American produced and directed films whose original intent was to entertain, but that can be studied and evaluated for deeper meanings and themes.  These themes include: war, society, poverty, race, satire, innocence, paranoia, and personal growth. 

The key learning outcomes

Through mandatory weekly meetings and screenings students will be exposed to films they may have already been exposed to and to films that few people our age still screen, and asked to view such films from a point of analysis instead of entertainment. Students will be expected to actively participate in discussions and creative and unusual view points are highly encouraged. Students will also be asked to be aware of films that they watch outside of class for similar themes and to bring them to class as examples. Through the course of this De-Cal students will learn to think about media and entertainment in different ways, and understand the impact of the media on mass perception.  Students will also gain a new understanding of the dynamics of politics and the role it plays in everyday life, and a greater knowledge of political events and the people involved.

Methods of Instruction

The facilitator will pick a film for screening each week, and designate different themes and topics of interest or intrigue to guide the discussion. Films will be screened in class before discussion time. Students will be encouraged to actively participate and add to class discussions. They are highly encouraged to look at pieces of the films from unusual angles and from different perspectives in order delve into the films and their topics and discover meanings and understandings for themselves. Multiple books on politics and its role in films as well as articles on the films themselves and on how to properly analyze films will aide students in their understanding of the subject matter.

Methods of evaluation of student performance

The focus of this class is discussion and willingness to accept abstract ideas.  A majority of student evaluations will be based on class attendance and the willingness and quality of participation. Students will be asked to do two theme analyses (around 500 words) where they will take a film that we screen and write about the presence or lack of a political theme and how effectively it is pursued through the film and what it may say about the director or producer’s personal political ideologies.  These will be evaluated on a check basis- check plus, check, and check minus and each one will be worth 10% of the final grade. If a theme analysis is missed, it must be made up the next week or the student will receive an NP for the class. There will be a final paper/project where students will pick films we haven’t viewed in class and write about the presence of political undertones or if it is the main theme how well it is explored within the context of the film. They will write a paper of 3-5 pages and do a 10-15 minute presentation on their film and will be worth 40% of their final grade. If a student procures more than 2 unexcused absences they will receive a NP for the class; attendance and class participation will make up the final 40% of their grade. At the end of the course the different scores will be averaged together to determine a pass or a not pass grade for the course. 
Supervision

The instructor of record, Professor Sandy Muir, will function as a guide and resource for the facilitator. He will help the facilitator by giving tips on how to lead a successful discussion and on suggestions for discussion topics. The instructor will be able to review all course materials if they so desire, and meet with the facilitator every 2 or 3 weeks depending on his schedule to discuss the class and its progress. The instructor is also welcome and encouraged to attend the class/screenings and join in the discussion if he/she so wishes.

Readings and Homework

Readings will be put together in a course reader or handed out individually the week before they are due. They will be taken from chapters of books and essays by academics, possibly even film reviews. On top of the weekly reading every student will be required to screen the film that will be the topic of conversation. Films can be easily screened at the MRC in Moffit. The facilitator will set up a group screening time once a week so students can screen the films together, if a student cannot make the screening time they will not be penalized but are expected to screen the film on their own.

Class Times and Locations

The class will be taught for three hours once a week. It will be offered for 2 units due to the amount of discussion time and outside class time required to do the readings and homework. I am hoping to offer the class on Tuesday or Thursday night. Location: TBD
Syllabus
Week 2 (1-26)- Introduction, administrative issues.



Clip: singing in the rain, hand out “Dancing in the Rain”- http://www.jstor.org/stable/1344065?&Search=yes&term=dancing&term=rain&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DDancing%2BIn%2Bthe%2BRain%26x%3D0%26y%3D0&item=2&ttl=6349&returnArticleService=showArticle
Reading: “Frank Capra and the Popular Front” in American Media and Mass Culture (change??)



Here’s Looking at You- Chapter 1

Screening: Mr. Smith Goes to Washington



Theme to think about: Innocence vs. Corruption in American politics

Week 3 (2-2)-   Mr. Smith Goes to Washington



Screening: Rambo: First Blood Pt.2



Theme to think about: Government embarrassment and cover-up; treatment of Vets
Week 4(2-9)-  Rambo: First Blood Pt.2
Reading: The Shot: Cinematography, The Shot: Editing



“Citizen Kane” by James Naremore in Film Analysis


Screening: Citizen Kane



Theme to think about: The role of media in politics.

Week 5(2-16)-
Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1940)

Reading: 



Screening: Wall-E


Theme to think about: Lack of foresight and self-centered destruction
Week 6 (2-23)- Wall-E
Screening: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner


Theme to think about: Living your politics
Week 7 (3-2)- Guess Who’s Coming to dinner
Reading: “Hollywood's White House, the American Presidency in Film and History”

Screening: The American President



Theme to think about: Aaron Sorkin the Hollywood’s political commentator

Week 8 (3-9)-The American President 
Reading:


Screening: The Wizard of Oz
Theme to think about: The grass is always greener, appreciating what you have, society’s desire for more and to be better
Week 9 (3-16)-The Wizard of Oz
Reading: “Dr. Strangelove: Nightmare Comedy and the Ideology of Liberal Consensus”

Screening: Dr.Strangelove



Theme to think about: Satire as reality?

Week 10 (3-23)- No Class
Week 11 (3-30)-  Dr. Strangelove

Reading: “Vietnam the Theme Park” in Movies as Politics  



Screening: Apocalypse Now/HD



Theme to think about: The political reality of our troops

Week 12 (4-6)- Apocalypse Now 

Reading: “Stupidity as Redemption” in Movies as Politics



Screening: Forest Gump



Theme to think about: A survey of American politics throughout history

Week 13 (4-13)- Forest Gump

Week 14 (4-20) Class presentations
Week 15 (4-27) – presentations and course wrap up
*everything subject to change due to available readings
