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Course Description

This service-learning course will facilitate mutual mentorship between UC Berkeley students and Afghan students at Mir Bacha Kot Elementary School and Bam Saray High School. Students in Afghanistan will propose possible projects for the students of this course to develop and implement. As a branch of Roots of Peace, Roots for Tomorrow will assist in implementing these student-led initiatives. The projects will be focused on promoting and furthering education by developing solutions to the barriers to education in Afghanistan. Students will be presented with an overview of pertinent information that will assist them to contextualize their initiatives. The goal of this course is to inspire viable student-led initiatives created and implemented by both U.S. and Afghan students—creating transnational peacebuilding programs. The class will be divided into the following three units: 1) Introduction to Service Learning and Roots for Tomorrow, 2) Historical and Cultural Context of Afghanistan, 3) Challenges and Successes of Peacebuilding in Afghanistan 

Required texts
Paul Fitzgerald & Elizabeth Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story
*We realize that the reading is heavy for a DeCal because we have condensed it to compliment the lectures.  Reading it as we have suggested will be beneficial, but you are welcome to spread the reading out over the entire course as well.  This is a great book and one that we hope you will enjoy.
Grades 

Grading will be based on the completion of the following assignments:  

1) 20%
Participation: at least 2 reflection postings, class participation, and attendance
2) 25%
Project Identification (4-5 pages)
3) 15%
Proposal Presentation

4) 40%
Project Proposal
Reading Assignments and Schedule
Unit 1: Introduction to Service Learning and Roots for Tomorrow

Week 1 (January 26): “Roots for Tomorrow”: Genesis, Goals & Service Learning Intro

Speakers: Kyleigh Kuhn, Sarah Porter, Laura Guyn, Hakeem Naim

Week 2 (February 2): Service Learning/ Projects Introduction

Speakers: Professor Julie Shackford-Bradley, PhD


Movie: Enemies of Happiness
Assigned reading:  Fitzgerald & Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story (PP 9- 84)
Unit 2: Historical and Cultural Context of Afghanistan
Week 3 (February 9): From the British Occupation to the Russian Invasion

Speaker: Hakeem Naim
Assigned Readings: Fitzgerald & Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story (PP 85- 157)
Week 4 (February 16): The Russian Occupation to the U.S. Invasion 

Speaker: Hakeem Naim

Reading: Fitzgerald & Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story (PP 159- 239)
Week 5 (February 23):  Contemporary Literature and Cultural Production


Speaker: Professor Wali Ahmadi, PhD

Reading: See Bspace

Week 6 (March 2): U.S. Invasion—Afghan and U.S. Perspectives
Speakers: Professor Jerry W. Sanders, PhD and Hakeem Naim

Reading: Fitzgerald & Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story (PP 243- 281)
Week 7 (March 9): Cross Cultural Communication and Afghan Culture

Speakers: Former U.S. Ambassador Martin Brennan and Hakeem Naim

reading: Fitzgerald & Gould, Invisible History: Afghanistan’s Untold Story (PP 283- 331)
Unit 3: Challenges and Successes of Peacebuilding Initiatives in Afghanistan

Week 8 (March 16):  Challenges to Peacebuilding in an Occupied Afghanistan


Speaker: Professor Jerry Sanders, PhD
Week 9 (March 23): Spring Break-No Class
Week 10 (March 30): Roots of Peace
Speakers: Heidi & Gary Kuhn, Roots of Peace 

Website: rootsofpeace.org (come up with 1-2 questions about the programs)
Week 11 (April 6): TBA
Week 12 (April 13): The Afghan Business Network


Speaker: Qasim Tarin, Co-Founder/CFO 
Week 13 (April 20): TBA
Week 14 (April 27): Proposals Due and In-Class Presentations
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