
SwingCal:  Creating a Dancing Culture through Social Dancing Connections

Spring 2010 Syllabus

1. Facilitators

Jackie Cameron

Kristina Ng


Katrina Soelter

Please contact us at swingcal@gmail.com

2. Course Content

Introduction

Dancing is expression.  Dancing is communication.  Dancing is an integral part of many cultures.  But, in today's American society, dancing has lost its value.  The American dance culture is hidden in dark clubs, intoxicated blurs, or simply alone.  This class intends to resurrect or to even create the American culture that dances on impulse for the sake of having fun and sharing with the music, partners, and oneself.

History

In Fall 2004, Howard Chong resurrected a swing dancing club on campus called Lindy on Sproul.  Every Saturday afternoon, swing dancers from Berkeley and from the Bay Area come together to dance, learn, and teach.  Since then, a community of dancers has grown, inspiring others to dance as well as inspiring its own members to dance more.  Some of the Berkeley students started their own dance club.  Others joined and lead performance dancing.  Whether it is dancing at clubs, dancing on stage, dancing on the street corners of San Francisco, dancing at different city festivals, or dancing wherever there is music or not – these dancers embrace dancing as a way of life and have inspired and continue to inspire many others to dance.

3. Learning Objectives

Teachers will:

1. Teach different dances in front of a crowd

2. Deliver and receive feedback on teaching

Students will:

1. Learn to dance Swing, Blues, Musicality, and Jazz Steps
2. Be introduced to the history of dancing

3. Be exposed to the philosophy behind dancing as a lifestyle

4. Share dancing with others

4. Method of Instruction

Logistics

This will be a 1 unit class, both upper and lower division.

Each class period per week of 1 hour and 50 minutes has the following breakdown:


20 min 

Dancing History / Philosophy Lecture


55 min


Dance Lesson, divided into Beginner I and Beginner II sections

10 min


Mentor Groups

25 min+

Social Dancing and Practice


Beginner II students are expected to be familiar with East Coast Swing and basic Charleston.

Entrance Essay

To gain entrance to the class students must write an essay describing their philosophy on dance and the reasons that they want to learn the genre of swing dancing.  Any student who wishes to take the class must turn in this essay before receiving the course control number to enroll in the class.

Homework

Teachers will meet to prepare a given dance lecture/instruction and receive feedback.

Students are required to social dance outside of class at least twice during the semester, one of which must be outside of the Berkeley Campus.  They will be asked to show proof of attendance at these events.

Examples of dancing events:
- Swing Dancing at a club (in San Francisco, Oakland, or Berkeley) 
- Swing Dancing at Lindy on Sproul (Berkeley Campus' local swing club)
- Dancing on some street corner in San Francisco
- Swing Dancing at festivals
-Swing Dancing at Lindy at Night
Final Project

As a final, students will have to use the dancing skills that they have learned in the class to teach another group of students to dance.  They should give a half hour to hour-long lesson that covers some of the basic swing moves they have learned.  An example of a lesson could be to teach some dorm mates the east coast basic step.

The project will be graded based on 1) a simple three-question questionnaire that the students will give to the people they teach and 2) a short reflection paper on the teaching process.

5. Student Evaluation

30% Attendance

15% Effort

20% Participation in Two Social Dancing Events

20% Teaching Project (Final)

10% Skill Improvement

5% Entrance Essay

Grades will be done on a curve. If you miss more than two SwingCal classes, you are in danger of failing. If you miss more than one assignment, you are in danger of failing. Excused absences (an email before class with a valid reason) are not counted against you.
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