Conflicts in the Middle East

Spring 2010 Syllabus
Jiayi Zhou (zqwerty@berkeley.edu)
Course Highlights: 

This course provides an introduction to the major conflicts in the Middle East. Discussed will be the roots of conflicts in the region, as well as their escalation in the past half-century. Students should develop an understanding of the region’s history, and utilize it to interpret contemporary social and political trends there. To the greatest extent possible, impartial information will be presented – but when appropriate, an array of differing viewpoints will be offered. Active participation and discussion will be crucial to the class. 

The class will meet once a week for two hours. Two absences are permissible. After that, the offending student will fail. This course is worth 2 units, and can only be taken on the basis of P/NP. 
Grading policy is as follows: 
Response Paper: 40%

Final Paper: 60%
Note: the following readings may be subject to change.

LECTURE 1: BACKGROUND OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST
January 25th:

This lecture will detail the logistics of the course, followed by a broad overview of the Middle East from the seventh to twentieth century. Key topics: the early Muslim conquests and empires; the rise of the Ottoman Empire and its ultimate decline vis-à-vis Russia and the West; Arab-Turkish tension within the Ottoman Empire; the Arab Revolt; Sykes-Picot and the partition of the Ottoman Empire; British and French colonialism; and the emergence of nation-states. 

LECTURE 2: FORMATION OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT
February 1st:

This lecture will examine events that led to the formation of the modern state of Israel, as well as the Arab-Israeli conflict. Key topics include: ancient Jewish migration to Palestine 1800-1948; the changing face of Jewish migration and the rise of Zionism; development of the World Zionist Organization; Palestine under British rule; separation of the Arab and Jewish economies; Great Arab Revolt (1936-39); Jewish terrorism against the British; 1947 UN partition plan; and Israel’s 1948 War of Independence.
· Charles Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 33-46, St. Martin’s Press, 2001
LECTURE 3: ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 1948-82
February 8th:

This lecture will document the evolving relationship between Israel, on the one hand, and Jordan, Egypt, Syria and the Palestinians, on the other. Key topics include: 1956 Suez Crisis; the withering of French and British influence in the region, and the rise of the US as Israel’s principal supporter; War of 1967 and its critical impact on Israel and the political landscape of the Middle East; Jordanian-Palestinian conflict; the Camp David Accords; the Palestinian Liberation Organization, and its role in Lebanon’s civil war; and Israeli’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon.
· US Department of State, “Foreign Relations 1964-68: Arab Israeli Crisis and War” 
<http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/johnsonlb/xix/28165.htm>

· Sheila Ryan, “Israel’s Invasion of Lebanon: “Background to the Crisis”, Vol. 11, No. 4. 1982. 23-37
LECTURE 4: ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 1978-92
February 22nd:

This lecture will cover the increasing Palestinian opposition to occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as well as various peace attempts between the two sides and why they failed. Key topics include: the Madrid Conference – the most serious broad Arab-Israeli peace attempt up until that point; the first Intifada; changing geopolitical dynamics after the end of the Cold War; and the First Gulf War’s effect on the Arab-Israeli conflict; Oslo Accords 1 and 2; Camp David 2; and the origins of the second Intifada.
· Edward Said, “Intifada and Independence”, Social Text, No. 22. Spring 1989. 23-39 
LECTURE 5: ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 1992-2009
March 1st:

This lecture will address the political and economic developments that bring us to the present. Key topics: Madrid George W. Bush’s policies; 2006 victory of Hamas in the Palestinian Authority elections; international response to Hamas’s ascension; 2007 Gaza Strip coup; Operation Cast Lead; and the most recent facts on the ground. Following the lecture, we will watch the debate between Noam Chomsky and Alan Dershowitz.
· Jeff Halper, “The 94 Percent Solution: A Matrix of Control”, Middle East Report, 30:3 Fall 2000
· Salem Ajluni, “The Palestinian Economy and the Second Intifada”, Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 32, No. 3. Spring 2003. 64-73

· Michael Lind, “The Israel Lobby”, Prospect, April 1, 2002
· David Rose, “The Gaza Bombshell” Vanity Fair, April 2008
< http://www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2008/04/gaza200804>
Mid-term assignment: students will write a 3-4 page paper in response to a debate between Noam Chomsky and Alan Dershowitz, analyzing central themes and claims
LECTURE 6: IRAN UP TO THE REVOLUTION
March 8th:

This lecture will look at Iran from the turn of the twentieth century to 1979. Key themes: demise of the Qajar monarchy; usurpation of power by Reza Khan (Shah) 1923-25 and the founding of the Pahlavi dynasty; centralization of the Iranian state and the campaign to modernize/secularize Iran; deposal of Reza Khan (Shah) by the Allies in World War Two; Mohammad Mossadegh and the nationalization of Iranian oil; Operation Ajax/Boot and the installation of Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlavi by the Americans/British; increasing tension between the Shah, on the one hand, and the people and religious establishment, on the other; Ayatollah Khomeini; SAVAK; and the road to the Iranian Revolution. 
· Said Amir Arjomand, The Turban For The Crown: the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Oxford University Press, Chapters 3-4
LECTURE 8: THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION

March 15th:

In lieu of lecture, we will watch and discuss the BBC documentary “A Revolution Betrayed.”
LECTURE 7: IRAN 1988-2009
March 22nd:

This lecture will dissect political and economic changes within Iran, as well as its foreign policy, from the end of the Iran-Iraq War to the present – with an emphasis on the evolution of US-Iranian relations. Key topics: the Khatami presidency; internal conflict between reformists and hardliners and how the US shaped it; partial political reconciliation between Iran and the West, under Khatami (until 2003); Iran’s assistance in the ‘war on terror’; the Axis of Evil; Ahmadinejad; Iranian nuclear program; recent protests over the 2009 presidential election results, and how they have changed the political dynamics of Iran.
· Ervand Abrahamian, "Empire Strikes back: Iran in U.S. Sights", Inventing the Axis of Evil, The New Press, 2004
LECTURE 8: THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR / THE KURDS
March 29th:

This lecture will cover details of the Iran-Iraq War, fought from 1980 to 1988. Key topics: the rise of Saddam Hussein; origins and progress of the Iran-Iraq War; humanitarian costs; US military, diplomatic, political, and economic support of Saddam Hussein; Iran-Contra Affair; and Iraq’s use of chemical weapons. Also to be discussed are the Kurdish people (the largest ethnic group without a homeland), including Saddam’s Anfal campaign; their role as a Trojan horse in regional conflicts; and their current-day political aspirations.
· Robert Fisk, The Great War for Civilization, Vintage Books, 2005. 179-293
LECTURE 9: THE FIRST GULF WAR
April 5th:
This lecture will dissect the causes of the First Gulf War (1991), uncovering why the US and all the other states in the Middle East, ardent supporters of Saddam Hussein in the 1980s, suddenly were aligned against Iraq. We will also talk about the execution of the war and its devastating aftermath. Key topics: Iraq’s economic grievances with Kuwait; Operation Desert Shield and Storm; mass destruction of Iraqi civilian infrastructure; the cataclysmic sanctions on Iraq; and US-Iraqi relations 1991-2001. 
· Theodore Draper, “The True History of the Gulf War”, NYT review, July 3, 1991
· Kiren Chaudhry, “New and Recurring Forms of Poverty and Inequality in MENA”, 34-39 <http://www.apsanet.org/imgtest/TaskForceDiffIneqDevChaudry.pdf>
LECTURE 9: THE SECOND GULF WAR
April 12th:
On this day, we will watch the documentary “No End in Sight: Iraq’s Descent into Chaos”.

Final-paper assignment: students will write a 4-5 page paper examining a specific conflicts or region of interest. Specific prompts to be given later.
LECTURE 10: THE USSR, AFGHANISTAN, AL-QAEDA AND THE TALIBAN
April 19th:
This lecture will account for the 1979 Soviet invasion and occupation of Afghanistan, the sub-sequent Afghan civil war, Osama bin Laden and the formation of Al-Qaeda, and the ascension of the Taliban. Key topics: causes of the Soviet invasion; US, Pakistani, Saudi Arabian and private support of the Mujahedin; rise of international terror networks and America’s response; and the Taliban (1996-2001). 
· Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Penguin Books, 2004, 1-17
· Ahmed Rashid, Taliban: Islam, Oil and the New Great Game in Central Asia, Yale University Press, 2001, 82-94
· Madeline Bunting, “Intolerant Liberalism,” The Guardian, October 8, 2001
LECTURE 11: THE TALIBAN INSURGENCY
April 26th:

This lecture will assess the outstanding issues in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and look at what the future may hold for the region. Key topics: the FATA and Waziristan regions of Pakistan; the Pakistani government’s campaign to regain control of the Northwestern Frontier region; strategic failure in Afghanistan due to the reemergence of the Taliban and decentralized control; and hindrances to national development in Afghanistan.
· David Rohde and David Sanger, “How a ‘Good War’ in Afghanistan Went Bad”, New York Times, 12 August 2007
· Dexter Filkins, “Right at the Edge,” New York Times, 5 September 2008

·  Pakistan’s Troubled Frontier, The Jamestown Foundation, 2009,  1-16
