CONSTRUCTING FEMALE IDENTITY
THROUGH 20th CENTURY LITERATURE
Course Schedule
Spring 2010
(TENATIVE: AS OF 11/18/09)

Instructor: Jennifer French
E-mail: JnnLFrench@berkeley.edu

Class Times: Tuesday 5-7
Location: 229 Dwinelle


Course Description 

This is a two-unit (P/NP) course that examines how women are portrayed in 20th century literature and to think about one central question: “how do we define/construct womanhood?” To answer this question we are going to look at three novels: The Great Gatsby, The Bell Jar and Nervous Conditions, as well as some poetry (handouts will be provided in class). As we read these novels, please keep the following questions in mind:

1. How do these novels construct their own version of “womanhood”?
2. In what sense are these authors rewriting (or replicating!) historical constructs of womanhood? 
3. How do these novels confirm or deny stereotypes about women?
4. How can we use these novels to think about issues of gender today?
5. Why is “insanity” such a prevalent theme?
6. How does gender intersect with social constructions of race and class? 

Classes will consist of a combination of discussion and collaborative learning. I want to stress the fact that the success of this class will largely depend on your participation in class! Please come to class with questions, favorite passages, ideas, and anything else you would like to contribute.


Class Expectations

· Full class participation, during discussions as well as group work.
· Completion of all reading and written assignments.
· High attendance—you may only miss a maximum of 3 CLASSES. Regular absences are grounds for failure.


Grading

The P/NP guide is dependent upon your completion of the following:

Writing assignments due periodically throughout the semester (see due dates on schedule). There will be a total of three regular writing assignments due (one for each novel). Writing assignments must be one page, typed (size 12 font), and SINGLE-spaced (or two pages double-spaced). The assignments are responses to the readings, and how you think the readings for that week contribute to our overarching exploration of defining womanhood. To write this, you may refer back to the essential questions listed above. Please avoid plot summary! Instead, focus your work on several quotes that stand out to you and your responses to larger themes in the book.

Presentation: In groups of 2 or 3, you will be asked to present on a topic of your own choosing. A handout with further detail will be provided.

A final response paper: 3 pages, double spaced and typed. This paper is probably going to be on two authors of your choice, and generally comparing and contrasting how the two authors have presented different female identities through their literature. Due at the end of the semester.






Required Course Materials

To make things easier for purchasing, you may purchase your own editions of the following books and we will accommodate for page number differences.

1. Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby.
2. Plath, Sylvia. The Bell Jar.
3. Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions.
All other readings will be provided in class.


	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	READINGS DUE
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	January 26

	Informational Meeting –Introduction

	N/A
	

	February 3
	The Great Gatsby

	Gatsby 1-3
	

	February 10
	The Great Gatsby

	Gatsby 4-6
	

	February 17

	The Great Gatsby
	Gatsby 7-9
	Response 1

	February 24

	The Bell Jar
	TBJ 1-5
	

	March 3
	The Bell Jar


	TBJ 6-10
	

	March 10
	The Bell Jar


	TBJ 10-15
	

	March 17
	The Bell Jar


	TBJ 15-20
	Response 2

	March 24
	SPRING BREAK

	Catch up on reading!
	

	March 31
	Nervous Conditions

	NC 1-3
	

	April 7
	Nervous Conditions

	NC 4-5
	

	April 14
	Nervous Conditions

	NC 6-7
	

	April 21
	Nervous Conditions

	NC 8-10
	Response 3

	April 28
	Summary/Conclusion/Good-bye/Party

	
	Final Response

	
	
	
	



