Reading Comics (Comic Books, Manga, and Graphic Novels)
Facilitators:  Cilla Leung, Holly Fine, Zach Barden
E-mail: TBA
Time & Location: TBA

What This Is All About: This is a class about comics. All kinds of comics. Or, if you prefer, storytelling via the use of sequential art. So we will, naturally, be reading comics. All kinds of comics. We’ll be focusing on graphic novels and graphic novel collections, including stuff from “Nana” to “300”.

Attendance:

…is mandatory! Two absences, maximum. More than two absences is an F. If there is an emergency, talk to us.

This means you can miss class TWICE, you fail with 3.

You’ll need to submit make-up work for missing any class without a good excuse. (Good excuses: Breaking your arm, bleeding out of your ears.) This make-up work will probably involve a short paper reviewing something comics-related, like a comic or TV show or movie.
What You Have To Do:

Talk. We want to hear what you have to say. This class is discussion-based, after all! Opinions are welcome. Even – or especially—if you hated what we made you read.

Read. This should be obvious. We expect you to do ALL of the reading, no exceptions!

Written Responses. Each week, you must submit, by e-mail, a short response to the reading. We’d like a knee-jerk opinion on what you’ve read, as bluntly as possible. Questions, comments, and topics of interest can be included as well. You need to turn these in by midnight BEFORE class starts. No submission counts as ½ an absence.

A Final Project. We will discuss this in class. Overall, this will be a project of your choice (like an art project, a game, or even a paper). Your project proposal MUST be approved by a facilitator!

What You Must Not Do:

Engage in plagiarism in any way. Automatic Fail.

Ditch Class more than two times. Semi-automatic fail.

What You Should Do:

Silence your cell phones. Seriously, people. (

Come On Time. If you end up being late, be quiet about it!

Pick Up After Yourself. Dispose of any garbage on your way out. We want to leave the room exactly as it was when we came in!

Required Readings:
(List follows the tentative weekly Itinerary below)

WEEKLY ITINERARY:
1. Intro

2. Story Time:

· The Sandman: Preludes & Nocturnes

· Ghost World

3. Super Heroes I:

· Batman: The Dark Knight Returns

· Superman: Red Son

4. Super Heroes II:

· Watchmen

5. The Mythic:

· Hellboy: Wake the Devil

· Fables: legends in Exile

6. The Cartoon:

· Maus I & II

7. Race:

· American Born Chinese

· Boondocks (Treasury)

8. Gender:

· Birds of Prey: of Like Minds

· Y the Last Man Vol. 1

9. Sexuality:

· Fun Home

· Tokyo Babylon Vol. 1

10. Violence:

· 300

· Berserk
( DUE: Proposal for Final Project )
11. Manga I:

· Nana

· Hellsing

12. Manga II:

· Death Note Vol. 1

· Astro Boy

13. Finale
