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Course Information

Time: Tuesdays 6–8 p.m. 

Room: 200 Wheeler 
Political Science 98 CCN: 71865

Political Science 198 CCN: 72999

2 Units, P/NP




Course Description 
No prior knowledge of Iran or the Middle East is required for this course.  This course is an introduction to contemporary Iranian politics (within the larger context of the Middle East).  Topics of discussion include the coup d'etat against Prime Minister Mossadeq (1953), the Iranian Revolution (1979), the Reform Movement (1997), and the recent rise of the ultra-conservative movement led by Ahmadinejad (2005).  We will also talk in depth about the history and future of Iran’s nuclear activities, the Iraqi situation, the Shia-Sunni divide, and the recent conflict between Israel and the Hezbollah.  Documentaries, films, guest lectures, and class discussions are integral parts of this decal.  This is the seventh semester that this course is being offered.

Faculty Sponsor: 
Ron Hassner
Course Coordinators: 
Ali Assareh (assareh@berkeley.edu)

Naghmeh Harirchi (harirchi@berkeley.edu) 


Course Requirements

Readings

Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis: The Story of Childhood (Pantheon, 2003).  This is a comic book depicting the life of a young Iranian girl following the revolution.  Additional readings will be handed out in class.  

Final Paper

The final paper is a 3- to 5-page essay.  Topics will be handed out two weeks prior to the final class meeting (Nov. 21).    

Blog Participation

You must submit 3, one paragraph responses on the blog during the course of the semester.  You can only respond to the topics offered that week (responses to topics that are more than a week old are encouraged but will not count for a grade).  Your responses must be critical and engaging.  No more than one response per week will count for a grade.      
Grading

Final Paper (50%), Blog Participation (25%), Attendance (25%)  

NOTE: YOU MUST RECEIVE A PASSING GRADE IN ALL THREE COMPONENTS IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE.  YOU CANNOT MISS MORE THAN ONE CLASS MEETING WITHOUT THE INSTRUCTORS’ PRIOR APPROVAL.  


Schedule

08.29.06 – Week 1:  No class

09.05.06 – Week 2:  No class 

09.12.06 – Week 3:  Introduction; overview of the course

09.19.06 – Week 4:  The coup against Dr. Mossadegh; documentary screening, The CIA and the Coup of 1953 in Iran
09.26.06 – Week 5:  The Iranian Revolution; documentary screening, Evolution of Revolution: Live from Tehran (ABC)


۞ Reading: Moin, Baqer.  Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah (selected pages)
10.03.06 – Week 6:  The Iranian Revolution continued; documentary screening, Iran: A Revolution Betrayed
10.10.06 – Week 7:  The Iran-Iraq War: the longest conventional war of the century

10.17.06 – Week 8:  The post-war evolution of the Islamic Republic: a democratic theocracy
10.24.06 – Week 9:  Iran at the forefront of the Islamic reformation movement 

۞ Reading: Right, Robin.  The Last Great Revolution (selected pages)

10.31.06 – Week 10:  Ahmadinejad and the rise of ultra-conservatives

11.07.06 – Week 11:  Iran’s nuclear standoff with the West
11.14.06 – Week 12:  Iran’s foreign policy in the Middle East; the “Shia Crescent” 

11.21.06 – Week 13:  Guest Lecture by Professor Hassner; “Iran & Israel: natural allies or sworn enemies?”    

۞ Final paper topics handed out

11.28.06 – Week 14: The status of women in Iran before and after the revolution


12.05.06 – Week 15:  Final class meeting; theatrical reenactment of the major themes 


۞ Final papers due
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