Mythical Thought (South and Southeast Asian Studies 98/198)
Sponsor: Professor Robert P. Goldman (rpg@berkeley.edu)

Facilitators: Joseph Dowd and Vanessa Vun
(For class-related business, email us at mythicalthought@gmail.com)

Description: This course introduces students to a variety of myths and some important academic approaches to the study of mythology. It also explores widespread mythical themes and the ways that a society’s myths express and influence its culture.

Attendance: We will pass around a sign-up sheet during every class meeting. You may get partial attendance credit if you come late. Please let us know beforehand if you have to miss class for an important reason.

Reading quizzes: Each week, there will be a multiple-choice quiz at the beginning of class. It will ask simple questions about the readings that were assigned for that week.


Midterm quiz: There will be one multiple-choice midterm quiz. Any subject matter from the first half of the course is free game for the midterm quiz. However, the questions are designed to be easy. No studying should be necessary if you have been paying attention.
Final project: You get to choose what you want to do for the final project. It can take almost any form, from a short essay to a video. You can work alone or in groups. We’ll discuss final projects in more detail toward the latter part of the semester.

Grading:
Attendance: 2 pts per day, 15 days = 30 pts possible

Reading quizzes: 5 pts possible per quiz, 12 quizzes = 60 pts possible

Midterm quiz: 20 pts possible

Final project: 20 pts possible

Highest score possible: 130 pts

Passing score: 91 pts
[See the back of the sheet for the class schedule.]

Class schedule:
	Week
	Subject
	Readings due

	1
	Introduction
	None

	
	Part I: Theories of Mythical Thought
	

	2
	Myth and Structure

Part I: Plot
	Marya Morevna

The Form of the Fairy Tale

	3
	Myth and Structure

Part II: Underlying Order
	Mediating Oppositions

	4
	Mythopoeic Thought

(Valentine’s Day celebration)
	Mythopoeic Thought

Pele and Hiiaka

	5
	Myth and Psychology
	Freud on the Oedipus Complex
Ganesha’s Head

The Indian Oedipus

	6
	Cyclic Time
	The Fifth Sun

The Eternal Return

	
	Part II: Mythical themes
	

	7
	Hero tales
	The Search for Everlasting Life

	8
	The High God

(Midterm Quiz)
	Kabeyza-Mpungu and Mutima

The Gift of Flowers

The High God

	9
	Titanomachy
	The Birth of the Gods

	10
	The Creative Murder
	Hainuwele

Hina and the Eel

	
	Part III: Myth and culture
	

	11
	Cyclic Time and Indian Philosophy
	Indra and the Ants

Cyclic Time and Indian Philosophy

	12
	The Birth of Linear Time
	The War of Ormazd and Ahriman

The World to Come

The Birth of Linear Time

	13
	Greek Philosophy
	Euthyphro

	14
	DeCal “dead week”

(Attendance still required!)
	None

	15
	Final Presentations
	None


