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Facilitators:
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	Katrina Soelter 
kssoelter@googlemail.com
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brianzimmer@berkeley.edu

	Todd Karin
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For all questions and inquiries, please contact us at swingcal@gmail.com
INTRODUCTION

In Fall 2004, Howard Chong resurrected a swing dancing club on campus called Lindy on Sproul.  Every Saturday afternoon, swing dancers from Berkeley and from the Bay Area came together to dance, learn, and teach.  Since then, a community of dancers has grown and sought to share their experience to the campus community.  SwingCal was started in the Spring of 2007 and has continued every semester to teach students the art and joy of swing dancing.

Learning Objectives
1. Learn to dance East Coast Swing, Charleston, and Lindy Hop.

2. Be introduced to the history of dancing.

3. Be exposed to the local swing culture and community.

4. Share dancing with others.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Entrance Essay

To gain entrance to the class students must write an essay describing their impressions of dance and their reasons for wanting to learn the art of swing dancing.  Any student who wishes to take the class must turn in this essay before receiving the course control number to enroll in the class.  The essay prompt is available on the course website at decal.org/swing.  

Assignments

Students are encouraged to dance outside of class at some of the many dance venues in the area.  Essay reflections are required of at least two venues.  The venue reflection prompt is available on the course website at decal.org/swing. 

In continuing SwingCal’s goal of sharing swing with the world, students are encouraged to teach swing as well as to learn.  Students are required complete a final teaching project consisting of a half an hour to an hour-long lesson that covers some of the basic swing moves they have learned. An example of a lesson could be to teach some dorm mates the east coast basic step.  The project will be based on feedback given by one that was taught and a short reflection paper on the teaching process.

Attendance
SwingCal teachers work hard to put together the lectures and lessons given at each meeting.  Each student is expected to attend SwingCal every Tuesday unless they send a notification of absence to swingcal@gmail.com.  Students are required to sign in at the start of each SwingCal and attendance is a large part of their grade.

Student Evaluation

40% Attendance

15% Effort

15% Participation in Two Social Dancing Events

15% Teaching Project (Final)

10% Skill Improvement

5% Entrance Essay

COURSE OUTLINE

Logistics

SwingCal consists of a Beginner I and a Beginner II section.  Beginner I is aimed at those with no previous social dancing experience while Beginner II is for those with knowledge of basic East Coast Swing and Lindy Hop.  In addition to class sections, we will be dividing students into smaller “mentor groups” assigned to two teachers.  Within the mentor groups we hope to foster a smaller and more intimate learning environment.


SwingCal is a 1 unit class for both upper and lower divisions.

Each class period per week of 1 hour and 50 minutes has the following breakdown:


Start of Class

Mentor Groups Meet


20 min 

Dancing Philosophy/History Lecture


60 min


Dance Lesson, divided into Beginner I and Beginner II sections





Mentor Groups Meet


30 min


Social Dancing and Practice

Calendar

	Jan 27
	Class introduction and demos

	Feb 3
	First day of Swing Instruction

	Mar 17
	End of fundamental lessons segment

	Mar 24
	Spring Break (No Class)

	Mar 31
	Beginning of elective lessons segment

	Apr 21
	Swing Graduation (Last Day of Class)


Schedule
	Beginner I
	Beginner II

	East Coast Swing
	East Coast Swing

	Basic Charleston
	Lindy Hop

	Lindy Hop
	Advanced Charleston

	Elective Lessons Segment

	Balboa
	Embellishments

	Jazz Steps
	Blues
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