Scrabble: Strategy, Knowledge, and Fun
Math 98/198
Facilitator: Albert J. Wu, calscrabble@gmail.com
TAs:  Bonnie Le, Nate Moss
Faculty sponsor:  Professor David Eisenbud

Goal of course:  To help students get a thorough understanding of Scrabble strategy and knowledge while preserving the recreational aspect of the game.

Readings and assignments:  Readings should be done before coming to class. Assignments that involve playing a game can be done during the second part of the class period or during the week after class.
Grading:  Completion of the course will be based off of the two exams, attendance, and completion of assignments.  Failure to complete these requirements will result in a NP.
Maximum of one absence (only allowed on non-exam days) to pass course.  
CALENDAR:
Week 1:  Course overview, Scrabble Rules and intro

Assignment:  Find longest anagram using letters in your first and last names
Week 2: Anagrams and moving the rack, hooks

Reading:  The 2’s and consonant combos

Assignment:  Write 5 four letter words that can take a letter before it (e.g. 

tart and start)
Week 3:  Power tiles, the S and blank

Reading: Q without the U and J, X, Z words

Assignment: Play a game of Scrabble (against yourself or opponent) and get at 


least 30 points in a play with any of the power tiles (ignore other strategy)
Week 4:  Rack management: vowel dumps, consonant/vowel ratio, useful/less useful tiles

Reading: Vowel dumps 


Assignment: Play a game of Scrabble and try to play a vowel dump
Week 5:  Tracking and Trading tiles

Reading:  Scrabble probabilities

Assignment:  Play a game of Scrabble while tracking on Tile Tracking Page 

each tile that is being played
Week 6:  Board strategy:  Hot spots, two way lanes

Assignment: Play a game of Scrabble and get a play that goes two different ways
Week 7:  Offensive and Defensive play – keep score in mind!

Assignment: Play the first half of a game aggressively and the second half 



defensively, have you opponent play opposite (ignore other strategy)

Week 8:  Clabbers; Mid –semester Quiz
Week 9:  The Bingo: Seeing it, Setting it up

Reading: Common Bingo tiles; prefixes/suffixes

Assignment: Think of a seven letter word whose letters can form another, 



word with a different root (e.g. stifler( filters)
Week 10:  Board vision: Suckering an opponent, seeing and making the lanes

Assignment: Play a game of Scrabble and try to get your opponent to play at a 


certain place (ignore other strategy)
Week 11:  The psychology of Scrabble: it’s not just the words;  Phonies and challenging 


–  Know your opponent!

Reading: (Something about body language in poker)

Assignment: Play a game of Scrabble in person, and be aware of visual cues that 


you give off (e.g. moving of tiles, facial expressions, etc.)
Week 12:  Scrabble etiquette – time recognition, forfeiting;  In-class Scrabble 



Tournament
Week 13 (14): Scrabble Tournament/Final
Required text:
The Official Scrabble Dictionary, Jun. 2005.  Merriam Webster (available online at scrabble.com).
Further Reading:

Everything Scrabble, Joe Edley & John D. William Jr., 1994.  Pocket Books, New York.


-  Good in-depth tutorial on Scrabble with lots of board layouts

Word Freak, Stefan Fatsis, 2001.  Penguin Books, New York.


-  Entertaining biography of journalist’s rise in the Scrabble tournament world
