Taiwanese Language Decal (Asian Studies 98/198)

Spring 2009 Intermediate Level
Instructors: Joseph Hu, Ariel Wang
Class Website: http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/taioanoe/
Classroom: 254 Dwinelle
Welcome to the Taiwanese Language De-Cal! The advanced level class has been designed for students who have had a high level of exposure to Taiwanese and/or as a minimum, have taken the intermediate level Taiwanese Decal. Students should be comfortable with speaking in Taiwanese, with a basic degree of fluency. The class will be conducted primarily in Taiwanese, with English used on when require for explanation or clarification. In this class you will learn advanced expressions in Taiwanese, including various Taiwanese idioms, build upon vocabulary and learn to construct complicated sentences in Taiwanese. The primary focus of the course will be improving fluency and pronunciation. As Taiwanese is primarily a spoken language, participation in in-class activities will be an extremely important component of the class and hence missing class is strongly discouraged. The issue of attendance is addressed further below under “Class Participation & Attendance”.

Various activities intended to allow students to practice their speaking skills will be incorporated into the class. These activities include impromptu speeches, skits, debates and presentations. 
For additional information about the course, please visit our Taiwanese Language De-Cal program website at http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~taioanoe. Once again, welcome you to the Taiwanese Decal and we hope you will enjoy learning Taiwanese with us!
Contact Information:
Joseph Hu
joseph14i@berkeley.edu 
Ariel Wang
sdream@berkeley.edu
1 vs 2 units

Although the Taiwanese Decal is designed as a 2 unit course, students may choose to take the class for only 1 unit. Students who choose to take the class for 1 unit will still be required to attend all classes and complete all assignments. However, students who take the course for 1-unit will not be required to turn in a 2-page double-spaced reflection paper at the end of the course.

Class Participation & Attendance

As a primarily spoken language, participation in class activities will be highly beneficial to learning Taiwanese. Instructors will actively engage students in activities that require oral participation in class. 

Being absent from two or more classes will result in non-passing status. An absence is defined as missing more than 15 minutes of any given class. Two tardies are equivalent to one absence. Tardiness is defined as missing between 1 to 15 minutes of class. Under exceptional circumstances, more than two absences will be allowed, only if the student has consulted with the instructors of the class beforehand.

Debates

Students will participate in at least one debate in Taiwanese during the semester. The topic of the debate will be determined a few weeks beforehand. You will have plenty of practice in formulating sentences on the spot before the debate, so there is no need panic.
Impromptu Speeches

Each student will be required to give at least one impromptu speech per week. The purpose of this is to allow students the opportunity to practice speaking Taiwanese. Occasionally the format of the speeches may be varied – ie. Group speeches, a game/skit instead of a speech.

Midterms

2 midterms, consisting of both oral and written sections will be administered during the semester. Dates and further information will be given in class.
Final Presentation
Students will be required to complete an approximately 20-minute presentation at the end of the semester. Visual aids are strongly recommended and the presentation will be recorded for the review of the sponsoring faculty.
Grading:

Debate


 
15%

Class Participation

25%

Midterms



40%

Final Project


20%
