Spring 2009
The Book Was Better: Book to Movie Adaptations
Syllabus

The People

The course facilitators who will be leading this class this semester are:

Julie Fowle                                                       jfowle@berkeley.edu
Charlene Stratton                                           clsbear13@berkeley.edu
Megan Yoon                                                    meganyoon@berkeley.edu
The class e-mail is: thebookwasbetter09@yahoo.com
Please send all correspondence to this e-mail address.

The sponsoring professor is Professor Mark Goble of the English Department.

The Class

This is a two unit Pass/Not Pass class in the English Department. The class can be taken as either English 98 or 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.

There will be only one section:

Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00  PM        220 Wheeler
On days of film screenings (AKA every other week) you may be required to stay as late as 7:45, depending on room availability and movie length. Movie days will start promptly at 5 PM (no Berkeley time!)
The Books

We will be reading the following works:

Taming of the Shrew by William Shakespeare
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk

(Plus three to be decided by the class on the first day of attendance)
The Movies
We will be watching the following movies:

10 Things I Hate About You

Into the Wild

Fight Club

(Plus three to be decided by the class on the first day of attendance)
Plus supplemental readings to be dispersed when needed.  These lists are subject to change.
Don’t be discouraged by the size of the reading list, most of the books are fairly short. You have to bring the material to class since it will be consulted during discussion.

The Rules


Cell Phones should be kept on silent or, even better, turned off. If you are expecting an important call, please sit near the door and answer it outside. Anyone caught with a cell phone ringing during class will be thrown to the film critics!

Latecomers are evil! Please be on time. If you know beforehand that you will be late, e-mail or talk to us beforehand, and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom.

  Food - we understand that most of you tend to have dinner at this time of day, so if you are extremely hungry, we won’t badger you if you eat. But please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food. Violators feed the whole class. 


Cuts - there should be no cuts. We want 100% attendance. Naturally you can’t help if you have to attend a glitzy, glamorous red carpet premiere, but for that one missed class, you will write a good one-page essay.  For topics, students should e-mail one of the course coordinators.  For:


two absences - the student will complete a two-page essay.


three absences - will be a fail, unless a very good reason is given. 


four absences - will be a fail, end of discussion.


If you know you are going to miss a class, talk to us beforehand; it may not be considered 
a cut.  If you miss class, even for a valid reason, and don’t talk to us beforehand, it will 
be considered a cut.
We will be holding informal office hours and you can talk to us there to make up an absence.  We prefer if you come to the office hours, but if it is absolutely impossible for you to make it to office hours you can turn in the one page paper for the week of reading that you missed. If you miss a film screening or have to leave early, you are responsible for viewing the movie on your own time.
The Grade

This class will be graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass will be rewarded with two units of either 98 or 198 in the English Department. The grade will be based upon the following:


Attendance - attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken at the end of each class. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. Remember - after three absences, you will fail.

Participation - since the classes will be discussion based, participation will be absolutely essential. What you say should reflect that you have read the assigned part and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind!  

Reading Assignments - there will be a reading assignment for every two weeks. If you don’t do the reading, you will have nothing to contribute in class. There is a lot of reading, so make sure you stay on top of things. Also, you are responsible for a term project – see below.


The Term Project – You will be responsible for a term project, which can be either a 3-5 page paper on a topic you have previously discussed with one of the instructors or a group presentation in class. This project can be, but is not limited to, a short theatrical production, a lecture, or your own book to movie adaptation. You must submit a final project proposal to the instructors no later than April 15th.
There will also be bi-weekly written responses turned in at the beginning of each class.  Don’t worry; they are not going to be extraordinarily difficult. 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic Not Pass.
Syllabus

1/28 - Introduction
2/4 - Taming of the Shrew/10 Things I Hate About You
2/11 – Taming of the Shrew
2/18 – Fight Club/Fight Club
2/25 – Fight Club
3/4 - Into the Wild/Into the Wild
3/11 – Into the Wild
3/18 – TBA
3/25 – SPRING BREAK
4/1 – TBA
4/8 – TBA
4/15 – TBA Project Proposals Due
4/22 – TBA
4/29 – TBA
5/6 – Final presentations!

*This syllabus is subject to change.
