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The Simpsons and Philosophy 
Your Unofficial Guide to Higher Education

Fall 2006
English 98/198

Tuesday 5:00-6:30pm
Room: 105 North Gate
Course Coordinators: 
Laurence Jiang 

theflandereses@gmail.com
Course Website

http://home.earthlink.net/~springfielduniversity/
Purpose: 

The purpose of The Simpsons and Philosophy DeCal is to provide students with a unique introductory look into a number of varied academic areas of interest using The Simpsons as a tool for further understanding.  From philosophy to religion, from science to politics, students will explore a number of different world views and how The Simpsons engages in such discourses.  By taking this class, students will come to appreciate how The Simpsons can lead to better understanding of, well, pretty much everything.  

Course Expectations:

Students should:

· Come to class prepared
· Have a desire to study subjects outside of their normal areas of interest

· Be willing to think outside of class meetings and engage in discussion with others 

Course Requirements:

Throughout the course of the semester, students will be expected to submit short responses based on the week’s reading and lecture material.  There will be a midterm paper and an in-class final exam.  Successful completion of each assignment is vital to not only gain the full benefit of the DeCal, but also to pass the class.
Grade Breakdown: 

Weekly reading responses

30%

Midterm Paper



30%

In-class final exam


40%

Attendance:

Attendance is essential to gain the full benefit of the course.  Students are not permitted to miss more than two lectures during the semester.  Any absences exceeding this limit may result in the student not passing the course.  

Text:

The required course reader will be available after the first week of class at Metro Publishing, located on Bancroft.  The reader contains weekly reading assignments that must be examined during the course of the semester.
Contact Information: 

Laurence Jiang


theflandereses@gmail.com
Barbara Lin 



ms.krabappel@gmail.com
Sally Quan



squan@berkeley.edu
Andy Tzelepis 



its.dr.nick.riviera@gmail.com
Brad Wolfe



bradlwolf@yahoo.com
Schedule and syllabus subject to revisions on short notice due to Acts of God, instructor apathy, etc.
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