Batman as American Mythology (Decal)
Course facilitators: Henry Hua, Warren Lee, Danielle Peña
Email: Batmanpunchespeople@gmail.com
210 Wheeler, Tu/Th 6-7PM
2 Units p/np

Curriculum:


This course examines Batman as American mythology. Because no mythology exists in a vacuum, we will compare Batman to various real-life contexts and influences. We will do our best to incorporate some kind of visual element at least once a week, such episode or movie screenings. Course content will encompass Batman cartoons/TV shows, movies, and comics, analyzed in terms of three broad concepts:
· History: How Batman has evolved each decade to best suit the trends of the time? 

· Sociology: How are social changes reflected in specific Batman works?
· Psychology: Various characters have mental disorders and conditions, and Batman himself is a fascinating psychological study.
Goal:


After taking this course, students should have a fuller understanding of why Batman is a unique fictional character. Students should come away knowing the psychological, sociological, and historical ramifications of Batman. All class meetings will be open forums, and some meetings may involve screening of episodes or movies.


Our primary goal, however, is having fun discussing a rich fictional milestone!
Attendance:


3 absences, maximum. More than 3 absences is an F regardless of assignments or participation! Depending on why, tardiness may count as absence. Classes begin 6:10 with a few minutes’ grace period as people settle down, but don’t rely on it. 
Also. We don’t do excused or unexcused absences. Don’t bother with doctor or coach notes. You pass with 0-3 absences. Four absences, you fail.
Assignments:


Six double-spaced papers total, one every other week. If you want to write a larger paper, talk to us FIRST. Topics can include—but are not limited to—reflections on readings, something you wanted to say in class but didn’t get a chance to say, your own theories/analyses on anything Batman, or even fan-fiction. You’ll get your paper back with a 1 or a 0. By the end of week 13, you must have a total of 6 points…some of you may be turning in several papers on the last day.

A friendly warning! We really hate plot summaries. We’ve read the books and seen the movies. If your paper is a plot summary, or if it’s “mostly” plot summary with like half a paragraph of your own thoughts, we will be very bored. We’ll fix our boredom and entertain ourselves by giving your paper a 0. Don’t. Do. Plot. Summaries!
Grading--for a student to receive a “pass” the following must be met:

· Turn in six papers that have gotten a “1” stapled together on the last day.

· Miss 3 meetings or less. 

· Make comments in class. If we don’t recognize you by grading time, you fail.
Required Readings:


This is by no means a comprehensive list of essential Batman works, but they will be the ones this class focuses on. They are to be finished by the date listed.
· Batman: Year One, by Frank Miller & David Mazzucchelli
· Batman: The Long Halloween, by Jeph Loeb & Tim Sale
· Batman: Dark Victory, by Jeph Loeb & Tim Sale
· Batman: Strange Apparitions, by Steve Englehart and Len Wein
· Batman: Blind Justice, by Sam Hamm & Denys Cowan
· The Dark Knight Returns, by Frank Miller
· Kingdom Come, by Mark Waid & Alex Ross
· Joseph Campbell excerpts (To be handed out in class. No need to buy!)
Weekly Itinerary:

Week 1: History of Batman
-Reading: none
-Tuesday: Batman in the 30s

-Discussion about real-life writers’ and artists’ usage of contemporary influences (the pop culture, politics, and social trends of the time) to create fictional characters such as Robin and the Joker.
-Thursday: Real-life contexts in the inception of Batman and his villains

-Discussion/lecture on Bob Kane’s first Batman comics.
Week 2: History of Batman, continued
-Reading: Batman: Strange Apparitions
-Tuesday: Batman in 1940s-50s
-Topics include Batman vs. aliens, the bat-family, and Frederic Wertham’s essays

-Thursday: Batman in the 1960s
-Adam West’s 1960s TV show
Week 3: History of Batman, continued
-Readings: Batman: Year One; The Dark Knight Returns

-Tuesday: Batman in the 1970s-80s
-Topics include Batman’s decline in sales, and the subsequent restructuring which revived Batman’s popularity and changed all superhero comics since then.

-Thursday: Batman in the 1990s-present
-Topics will include storylines like “Hush” and “Knightfall” (NOT required readings!), along with an analysis of how Batman’s character has evolved.
Due: Paper #1`
Week 4: Batman-related things that aren’t Batman
-Reading: Kingdom Come
-Tuesday: Gotham vs. Metropolis
-Discussion of all the stuff on shelves that aren’t Batman and how they relate. For example, how have Batman and Superman co-evolved? We will also discuss the Batman stuff that aren’t comics, such as how comics influence the toy economy.
-Thursday: Elseworlds

-Elseworlds comics allow writers/artists to work on otherwise-impossible situations in what-if worlds and situations. Group activity?
Week 5: The craft of Batman
-Reading: Batman: The Long Halloween
-Tuesday: Comic book art

-We will discuss comic book art in general, such as sequential art, panel layouts, and pencil art. How have depictions of Batman changed with different artists?
-Thursday: Notable artists and writers
-Several Batman artists and writers have contributed to entertainment in general, like Frank Miller (Sin City) and Alan Moore (V for Vendetta). 
Due: Paper #2
Week 6: Campbell
-Reading: To be handed out
-Tuesday: Campbell’s Analysis of Mythology
- Joseph Campbell found commonality worldwide among diverse cultures of the “Hero’s Journey.” How does Batman’s life fit into the Campbell paradigm?
-Thursday: Potluck and Movie
Week 7: Batman movies
-Tuesday: Batman 1

-Analysis of film techniques, in-movie symbolism, and how the movie was made.
-Thursday: Batman Returns

-Discussions of Batman 1’s aftermath, Batman 2’s aftermath, and the many plot ideas that didn’t make it into the final movie.
Due: Paper #3
Week 8: Batman movies, continued

-Reading: Batman: Blind Justice

-Tuesday: Joel Shumacher’s movies


-We will talk about 2 of possibly the worst movies ever made.
-Thursday: Batman Begins

-Comparison of “Batman Begins” with “Blind Justice,” as well as the complicated 

history of how a “Batman 5” was eventually made.
Week 9: Batman Animated
-Reading: none

-Tuesday: Batman the Animated Series

-We think B:TAS is the best representation of Batman, ever. We will talk about how the show was made, watch the pilot, and watch the episode “Heart of Ice.”
-Thursday: Animation 101
-We will delineate how a cartoon is made, starting with voice acting, then discussing animation techniques, the difference between American cartoons and anime, and other miscellaneous topics related to animation.
Due: Paper #4
Week 10: Batman animated, continued

-Reading: none

-Tuesday: Mudslide

-It’s our opinion that the episode “Mudslide” is symbolically rich. If we have time, we will also discuss other cartoons, like “The Batman” or “Superfriends.”
-Thursday: the psychology of Bruce Wayne
-How important is childhood? Do we have real and fake personalities like Bruce does? Why do people react differently to the same stimulus? If have time, discuss parental control, trauma, neuroticism, and paranoia. 

Week 11: Criminal psychology
-Readings: Batman: Dark Victory
-Tuesday: Dissociative identity disorder (DID), schizophrenia, and gang violence
-Analysis of real-life criminal psychology and associated mental disorders. Please bring “The Long Halloween” to class, for it will be today’s focus.
-Thursday: Psychopathy, autism
-Continued analysis of real-life criminal psychology and mental disorders. Please bring “The Killing Joke” to class, for it will be today’s focus.
Due: Paper #5
Week 12: “Event” storylines and fan-films
-Reading: none

-Tuesday: Event storylines
-Event storylines use gimmicks, claim to “change the universe forever,” cross over with other titles, and/or have plots forced upon the creative team. Do we like it when “event” comics make sales records rushed art, haphazard stories, and writers who know might not know the ending? We’ll discuss “Crisis on Infinite Earths,” “Knightfall,” “Death of Superman,” “Identity Crisis,” and “Infinite Crisis,” but please DON’T read any of them.
-Thursday: Fan-films
-Fan-films are unauthorized underground productions. Are some of these superior to some of the real movies (like Batman 4)? Please familiarize yourself with “Batman: Dead End,” “World’s Finest,” “Grayson,” and “Batman: New Times.”
Week 13: Overview, turn in papers…movie and party
Due: Paper #6. If you have gotten any 0’s on any previous papers, make sure that you turn in enough papers to compensate and bring your score to “6.”
