Introduction to Chinese Cinema DeCal

Course Overview:

If you think Chinese movies are all about martial arts, Jackie Chan, Jet Li, think again. Though having enjoyed a significant amount of commercial success, most of the well-known Chinese-language films in the United States tend to focus on certain genres and do not represent the multi-faceted Chinese cinema as a whole.  This course introduces students to a wide variety of films from Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.

Based on a similar course offered at Peking University, China, the course will examine the ever evolving Chinese film industry and six generations of film makers in chronological order, with focus on changes that took place in the last 30 years. Students will learn about different aspects and nuances of Chinese cinema through lectures, film screening, discussion, homework assignments, and guest lectures. In addition, students will have the opportunities to develop skills for film analysis.

No prior knowledge or language skill is required. All students are welcome to join the class.

Grading:

40% Attendance and class participation

30% Bi-weekly responses

30% Final presentation
Attendance and Class Participation:
As with most independent study courses, attendance is mandatory for all sessions. Films will be screened and responses assigned every other week. Students who miss a class will be required to do some form of make up work. Those who miss more than 3 class unexcused will automatically receive an NP.
Bi-weekly responses:
Students will be expected to write a short writing assignment following each film screening. The writing assignment will be a response to one specific aspect present in the film. 
Final Presentation:

Students in a group of no more than three will pick a movie from a pre-selected list for analysis. Each group will need to address the following questions in their presentation.

· Provide a brief bio of the director, including his/her achievement and contribution.

· What generation/genre does this film belong to? Why? 

· What aspects of Chinese history, local culture, and politics are reflected in the film?

· Comment on techniques used in the film. 

· Compare/contrast the film to other movies made by the same director as well as those by contemporary directors?

· Comment on any other interesting aspects of the film.

· (If applicable) How is the movie influenced by Western film industry?

Plagiarism
Plagiarized work will result in an NP in the class. Please consult General Catalog for details about the plagiarism policy and what does and does not constitute plagiarism. If you are unsure about whether you have provided adequate citation, consult with us before you turn in your paper.
Proposed schedule:

The course is designed to be 2 hours/week, consisting of lectures and film screenings in alternative weeks. Lecture classes are 1 hour long (7-8pm); film-screening classes that include discussions last 3 hours (6-9pm). 

The class is held in 258 Dwinelle on Wednesdays.

Week 1 (9/3/08):

Lecture 1 (7pm-8pm): Introduction 

Week 2 (9/10/08):

Lecture 2 (7pm-8pm): First & Second & Third Generation

Week 3 (9/17/08): 

Screening 1 (6pm-9pm): Zhang Yimou’s To Live
Week 4 (9/24/08):

Lecture 3 (7pm-8pm): Fourth & Fifth Generations

Week 5 (10/1/08): 

Screening 2 (6pm-9pm): Zhang Yimou’s Raise the Red Lanterns

Week 6 (10/8/08):

Lecture 4 (7pm-8pm): Contemporary film in Hong Kong and Taiwan

Week7 (10/15/08): 

Screening 3 (6pm-9pm): Wong Kai-war’s Chung King Express

Week 8 (10/22/08): 

Lecture 5 (7pm-8pm): Sixth Generation & other notables & competition, commercialism, censorship

Week 9 (10/29/08):

Screening 4 (6pm-9pm): Wang Xiaoshuai’s Beijing Bicycle
Week 10 (11/5/08)

Lecture 6 (7pm-8pm): WuXia (martial arts) genre

Week 11 (11/12/08):

Screening 5 (6pm-9pm):  King Hu’s Swordsman I
Week 12 (11/19/08):

Screening 6 (6pm-9pm):  Edward Yang’s Yi Yi
Week 13 (12/3/08):

Screening 7 (6pm-9pm): Class presentation

