
Catching the Big Lynch: The David Lynch DeCal - Spring 2008
The two course coordinators who will be teaching this class this semester are:

Kelli Johnson (johnsonk11@berkeley.edu)

Anton Stuebner (antonhwss@berkeley.edu)

The sponsoring professor is Kent Puckett
This is a two unit pass/not pass class in the English department. The class can be taken as either English 98 or English 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.

There will be only one section: Wednesdays 7-9 PM in 109 Wheeler.

We will be screening the short films Six Men Getting Sick, The Alphabet and The Grandmother, as well as the feature films Eraserhead, Blue Velvet, Mulholland Drive, and The Elephant Man or INLAND EMPIRE. 

We will screen a fifth feature film, the students’ choice from the following selections: Dune, Wild at Heart, Twin Peaks-Pilot, Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me, Lost Highway, Straight Story, The Elephant Man, and INLAND EMPIRE.
Course Goals

1. This course will explore the weird, wonderful films of David Lynch and will provide an outlet for both newcomers and Lynch-lovers alike in which to discuss his films.

2. Through facilitator and student led-discussions, this course will provide an environment in which students can approach, relate, and comprehend Lynch’s difficult body of work.

3. By approaching Lynch’s cinematic language, this course is also intended to help students develop a unique perspective in which to understand film in general and its unique ability to communicate with an audience.

4. Students will be evaluated based on attendance, in-class participation, response papers, and a final presentation.

General Class Rules

Cell Phones: Cell phones should be kept silent or off during class-time. If you are expecting an important call, please sit near the door and answer it outside.

Food: Please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food or drink. Everything else is okay. 

Attendance: As this is a two-unit Pass/Not Pass DeCal, attendance is mandatory. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave before class is concluded (especially on movie showing days), you will be counted as absent. 


If you miss a class, you will be required to extend your next response paper by one page, unless another agreement is made with the facilitators. For two absences the student will extend their next response paper by two pages. Three absences will result in a fail, barring prior arrangement with us. Regardless of arrangements/excuses, four absences will result in a fail, as per DeCal policy.


If you have a planned absence/know you are going to miss a class, please talk to us beforehand; certain absences (i.e. medical emergency) may be excused. However, if you do not make prior arrangements with us, the absence will be considered unexcused. For missed film screenings, you are required to view the film on your own time. We will not loan you copies of the films.
Participation: Participation is the foundation of the class, but if you are shy or perplexed by Lynch’s work, don’t worry. This is a difficult, often confounding, set of films, and there are no singular, definitive interpretations for Lynch’s work. Speak you mind!
Reading Assignments: Reading materials will be distributed on a screening-by-screening basis; these will include reviews, articles, and academic discourse on the films, as well as selections from Lynch on Lynch, a series of interviews with David Lynch. You are encouraged to use these materials in writing your response papers, as they will give you ideas/insights to understanding Lynch’s films. 
Response Papers: A typed one page, double-spaced, short paper must be e-mailed to lynchdecal@yahoo.com by 12:01 AM Monday morning the week of discussion. These papers are meant to get you thinking critically about Lynch’s films and will allow us to better prepare/guide discussions. If you have comments or questions about the films, please feel free to put them in your papers. Response papers are not meant to be a lot of work, but please take them seriously: otherwise, you will not get credit.
The Final Project: On the final day of class, you will be responsible for a final term presentation, to be given to the class. Depending on class size, this presentation will be either group or individual-based. We will give you more information regarding project topics/requirements closer to the presenting date.
Plagiarism: Any student caught plagiarizing will automatically fail.

February 6: Course introduction and short films
February 13: Eraserhead showing

February 20: “In Heaven Everything is Fine”: Eraserhead discussion

February 27: Blue Velvet showing

March 5: “It’s a Strange World”: Blue Velvet discussion

March 12: Mulholland Drive showing

March 19: “A Love Story in the City of Dreams”: Mulholland Drive discussion

March 26: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 

April 2: The Elephant Man/Inland Empire showing

April 9: “A Man/Woman in Trouble”: The Elephant Man/Inland Empire discussion 

April 16: “Student Pick” showing

April 22: “Student Pick” discussion

April 29: “Course wrap-up, PRESENTATIONS DUE.

