Funk-A-DeCal: A Pre-History of Hip Hop

Facilitator: Darren Willett

Email: funkadecal@gmail.com

Phone: (310) 850-3757

Office Hours: By Appointment, M-F at the Free Speech Movement Cafe

In the sixth decade of the 20th century, somewhere deep within The African American ghettos of the United States, the "Force of All Thangs Good/Nasty" assumed an earthly presence.  By 1970, this force had been successfully harnessed in its purest, most potent form by three Prophets known as James Brown, George Clinton, and Sly Stone.  With the help of the rest of The Funk Mob, a-k-a The Funkateers, the noble work completed by these men in Holy Hatcheries - known as Recording Studios - was laid upon Manchild. This seductive and contagious release of virtue, altruism, and authenticity took a musical form which proved capable of Funkatizing entire galaxies.... Behold, Thee who completes this course will attain status as Funkateer and will be in possession of The Divine Shaker of Rumps, A*K*A THE FUNK.  Spread it wisely throughout our galaxy.  You got it now...

“AND FUNK IS ITS OWN REWARD”

-George Clinton

THE FUNK   |fə ng k| – (n) A state of mind characterized by the ability to be good, to be kind, to get down, to get dirty, to be real, and to be righteous…all at the same party.

Course Overview:

This course provides a chronological overview of THE FUNK, the musical genre that became Hip Hop circa 1980.  Topics include the histories and philosophies of the bands that comprised this genre, focusing primarily on the particular groups whose music most directly influenced the birth of Hip Hop.  Social movements among the African American, Latino, and European American communities will also be considered as they relate to this musical era.  The timeline covered begins in the 1940’s with the birth of Bebop and ends in the mid ‘80’s with Boogie Down Productions’ album “Criminal Minded”, which is hailed as the solidifying agent in Hip Hop’s longevity.  Assignments include listening to a whole lot of funky music, as well as readings on the histories, philosophies, endeavors, and achievements of Funk bands such as Parliament, Funkadelic, Sly and the Family Stone, The Last Poets, James Brown and Curtis Mayfield.  The concepts in digital music composition known as sampling and looping and how they account for the birth of the DJ will also be a primary focus in the discussions.  

Required Text:

1) Funk: The Music, The People, and The Rhythm of The One by Rickey Vincent

Other course materials that will be provided by the course facilitator:

1) Audio reader of Funk music

2) Reading handouts
*note - this course will be extremely difficult to complete without access to a DVD player

Course Objective:


To facilitate, among peers, a greater appreciation and understanding of the philosophical themes and musical motifs which are shared by the musical genres of Hip Hop and its predecessor, THE FUNK.  

Course Requirements:

1) 10 – 40 pages of reading per week

2) One of the following per week

a) A one page freewrite that summarizes the reading

b) An example of a Hip Hop song that uses a sample, a musical idea, or a    philosophical theme from the era we are studying.

c) If you produce music, then you are welcome to compose something for the class that uses a sample or a musical idea from the era that we are studying.

*Also, I want to run this class based on democratic principles.  Because we are dealing with American popular culture, I am well aware that anybody in the class may have equal or more knowledge than I on any of the topics we discuss.  Therefore, I highly encourage all of you to volunteer to lead any section of any discussion if you feel capable.

Attendance Policy:


More than three absences without a documented medical emergency constitute an automatic Not Pass.

Bands we will study (In roughly chronological order):



--Bebop




-Charlie “Byrd” Parker




-Birth of the Cool – Miles Davis

--Chuck Berry



--The Parliaments (as barber shop quartet)



--The Parliaments (as full band)



--Early Sly Stone



--Jimi Hendrix

--James Brown

--Sly and the Family Stone

--Al Green



--Curtis Mayfield



--Other R&B, Soul, and Underground Funk Artists



--The JB’s (including Lynn Collins and Bobby Bland)



--Maceo and the Macks



--Maceo and All the Kingsmen



--Parliament/Funkadelic



--Spin Offs of Parliament/Funkadelic




-Bootsy Collins Rubber Band




-Fred Wesley and the Horny Horns




-The Brides of Funkenstein




-Parlet



--The Ohio Players



--Mandrill



--Gil Scott-Heron



--The Last Poets



--Afrika Bambaataa



--Grandmaster Flash and Mele Mel



--UTFO



--Boogie Down Productions

