BookWorlds Spring 2007 – updated 9 February 2007
Bookworlds: Apocalyptic and Post-Apocalyptic Fiction

Syllabus

Course Objective

The objective of this course is to explore our cultures fascination with the end of the world, whether perceived as being supernatural, natural, or human in origin, as seen in contemporary fiction.  We will delve into the historical views about the perceived end of the world as seen in various cultures, and what the fiction of our own modern times shows about our eschatological preconcerns.

The Page

Class webpage www.decal.org/apocalypse is the source for the information about the class. It contains all the published information about the class (including this syllabus). 

The People

The three course coordinators who will be teaching this class this semester are:


Steven Holmes



sdholmes@berkeley.edu


Sarah Ollikkala Jones



soj@berkeley.edu


Sam Urfer




zalgor@calmail.berkeley.edu





The sponsoring professor is Maura Nolan of the English
 Department. 

The Class

This is a two (2) unit pass/not pass class in the English department. The class can be taken as either English 98 or English
 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.

There will be only one section:

                                 Wednesday from 6 to 8PM
       242 Dwinelle
The Books

We will be reading/viewing the following works:

The Gunslinger by Stephen King

The Revelation of St. John

Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut

Dawn of the Dead [Movie]

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood

V for Vendetta by Alan Moore
Good Omens by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman

The Rules

This book world is so enjoyable that we will have no disruptions in class. Hence, discipline is essential. These rules are harsh and will be strictly enforced. Live by them!


Cell phones should be kept on the highest volume level, so that the class won’t miss any of your phone calls.


Please be on time - If you know beforehand that you will be late, do email us about it, and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom. Of course, if you are attacked by mutants right before class, there's nothing you can do about it, but please make every possible attempt to be on time.  But don’t worry about it, it’s not the end of the world or anything.

    Food - We understand that most of you tend to have dinner at this time of day, so if you are extremely hungry, we won’t badger you if you eat. But please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food.

    Absences - There should be no absences. We want 100% attendance. However, we realize things, like life, happen. We’ll let one absence slide, but after that you must make them up. The best way to do this is to attend an optional movie showing, which will happen later in the semester and probably accompany V for Vendetta. The other way to make up an absence is to write a good, one page essay, on a topic relevant to this class and preferably one you have talked to the instructors about beforehand. If, at the end of the semester, you have more than one unmade-up absence, you will fail. However, please talk to us about any special situations, and we’ll see what we can work out.

If you know you are going to miss a class, talk to us beforehand; it may not be considered 
a cut.  If you miss class, even for a valid reason, and don’t talk to us beforehand, it will 
be considered a cut.
The Grade

This class will be graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass will be rewarded with two units of either 98 or 198 in the English Department. The grade will be based upon the following:


Attendance & Participation – 50%.  Just like in all the other DE-Cals, attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken in the beginning of each class. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave after five minutes, you will be counted as absent. Remember, after three absences, you will fail! Since the classes will be discussion based, participation will be absolutely essential. What you say should reflect that you have read the assigned part and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind!  Furthermore, you will be required to participate in the online forum. 


Posting on the Yahoo Group – 10%.  The instructors shall set up a Yahoo Group for discussion purposes, and participation on this board shall be the “homework” component of the final grade. You should post at the very least once a week, either on a new topic or as a response to someone else. Please feel free to post as much as you want. We’d like posts with some sort of substance, but you don’t have to post a stellar idea or thought each week. This is the best place to nurture discussion for class, so if no one posts we won’t have much to talk about.

The Yahoo Group is located at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/boomgoestheworld/ . 

The Term Project – 40%.  You will be responsible for submitting a final term project on the last day of class. The term project should be a representation of what you learned or enjoyed in the class. It can take the form of an art piece, an essay, a skit, or some other creative representation. You must submit a proposal to the instructors by April 18, 2007. 
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