Spring 2007
Beginning Cantonese De-Cal (1-2 units)
Course meeting times and room: TBA
Faculty Sponsor: Sau-Ling Wong
Course Coordinator: Gary Lee

Instructors: Ashley Chow, Gary Lee, Victor Lim, Jessica Ho

Email addresses: garykl@berkeley.edu, ahtc@berkeley.edu, vwhlim@berkeley.edu 

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites to the beginner’s course. However, we do not encourage any native Cantonese speakers to join the class. This class is tailored for students who have little or no knowledge of the language. 
For the intermediate course, students can either 1)have taken the beginner’s course or 2) have some exposure (from parents, friends, and various types of media), and be able to at least introduce themselves in Cantonese.

Introduction:
Students might want to take this class because:

· Although mainland China is enjoying the economic spotlight, Hong Kong is still one of the major economic powerhouses of China, and Cantonese is heavily spoken there. 

· Many students who already speak Mandarin might understand Cantonese, but do not know how to speak it. 

· Students might simply want to learn another language! 

Whatever the reason, we are willing to teach students who have the curiosity and motivation to learn Cantonese.

Purpose and Objectives

This course is solely for the basis to learn how to hold a conversation in Cantonese. Students will work in groups to practice Cantonese with teaching assistants, and will be given both written and visual material to work with. This class will also cover aspects of Cantonese culture and how they differ from other Chinese cultures. The main goal for this course is to have students hold a simple conversation in Cantonese. 

Course Organization:
We will occasionally have students perform skits simulating practical everyday situations. In addition, field trips will also be utilized in order to enhance their understanding of Cantonese culture. Lastly, music and video clips will also be incorporated into the lesson plans.

Materials:
There are no required books. Hand outs will be given in class.

Grading Scheme:
Since this is a conversational course, active participation will be expected. This is a P/NP (pass/no pass) course, and students can take from 1-2 units. However, regardless of the number of units chosen, the attendance and workload requirements are the same! The choice is available for those who may wish to keep their unit count low for scheduling reasons. There are 2 one-hour sessions per week-the first one is for learning the material, while the second one is for practicing with the instructors and teaching assistants and weekly quizzes.

Below are the percentages of each category:

50% participation-students are required to participate in skits, practice out loud in class, and raise questions, if any. Since this is a conversational class, students cannot be absent more than 2 times. One grade point will be deducted (ex: from an A to an A-) each time a student is absent after the first 2 absences.

30% weekly quizzes-students are to take weekly quizzes at the 2nd session about last week’s material. These quizzes can be either oral or listening.

10% cultural presentation-all students are required to present about Hong Kong/Cantonese culture. More details will be released later in the course.

10% final exam-the final is comprehensive-it will require students to perform a skit and take an oral and listening exam.

As we are expecting many students to have interest in both the beginning and intermediate course, enrollment will be based on the attendance of the first few weeks of class, and applications each student has to fill in the first day of class.

Bi-weekly quizzes will be given during the second session of the class. The quizzes will consist of materials from the past two weeks of class.

The cultural presentations are group presentations about any Chinese or Hong Kong cultural issues of student’s interests. More information will be given to students later in the course. 

The midterm and final is cumulative and will have two components-oral and multiple choice. 

As we are expecting many students to have interest in this course, enrollment will be based on the attendance of the first few weeks of class.

Class Schedule Beginning Level

Week 1 :  Course overview, introduction, basic phrases (greetings)

Week 2 :  Lesson 1: Introductions
        
Week 3 :  Lesson 2: Introductions Part II

Week 4 :  Quiz 1 and Activities 

Week 5 :  Lesson 3: Family

Week 6 :  Lesson 4: Date and Time

Week 7 :  Midterm and Activities

Week 8 :  Presentations

Week 9 :  Lesson 5: Hobbies and Lesson 6: Transportation

Week 10 :  Quiz 2 and Activities

Week 11 : Lesson 7: Dining

Week 12 :  Review and Final

Class Schedule Intermediate Level (Tentative)

Week 1 :  Course overview, introduction, basic phrases (greetings)

Week 2 :  Lesson 1: Introductions
        
Week 3 :  Lesson 2: School Life

Week 4 :  Quiz 1 and Activities 

Week 5 :  Lesson 3: Shopping

Week 6 :  Lesson 4: Going out with Friends

Week 7 :  Midterm and Activities

Week 8 :  Presentations

Week 9 :  Lesson 5: Music and Lesson 6: Movies

Week 10 :  Quiz 2 and Activities

Week 11 : Lesson 7: The Internet

Week 12 :  Review and Final

