Homosexuality - Biology, Law, and Society
University of California, Berkeley
LGBT Studies 98/198
Spring, 2007
Course Facilitators: Crosby Burns and Melissa Yeung 


Class: Tuesdays 6-8pm, 999 Barrows Hall

Faculty Sponsor: Professor Whitney Davis



Facilitator Office Hours: 6-7pm, Milano Café
Email: crosbyburns@gmail.com, mkmyeung@berkeley.edu

Phone: (949) 584-4106, (510) 289-1740
Course Overview:
This course provides a comprehensive analysis of homosexuality through the lens of three distinct frames of conceptualization: the biological aspects of homosexuality, the legality of homosexual rights, and homosexual culture past and present.  We will begin the semester summarizing some of the basic tenants of Queer Theory.  Next we will turn to the biology of homosexuality looking at the various biological theories of homosexuality as a heritable trait as well as analyzing the validity of such studies.  In the legal portion of the class, we will be looking at past and present laws about homosexuality, focusing specifically on the controversial argument over the legality of same-sex marriage in the United States.  The final portion of the course will consider a broad range of cultural issues centralized around homosexuality.    
Course Goals:
This course is intended to help students gain a holistic and comprehensive study of homosexuality, namely, through the schemas of biology, law, and society.  At the conclusion of the semester, students should be able to answer the following questions as well as be knowledgeable of relevant theories/readings to support their claims:
· Is the causality of homosexuality purely genetic or is it caused by environmental influences?
· Is homosexuality a conscious choice or are their other factors which influence sexuality?
· What are the sexual practices commonly exercised between homosexuals?
· What pertinent court cases have diminished or augmented homosexual rights?
· What are the constitutional and legal arguments for and against same-sex marriage?
· How do familial, religious, and racial factors play into homosexuality?
· How have homosexuals evolved as a minority over the past 100 years in the United States?
· Has homosexuality always existed?  If so, what are salient historical examples of homosexuality?
· What changes can we expect in the future for homosexuals within the areas of biology, law and society?

Course Texts: 
Each student will be responsible for purchasing a course reader from Zee Zee Copy (located in between Durant and Bancroft within “Sather Lane.”).  This reader is divided up into 12 different sections for each of the 12 weeks of instruction (save the first week of class).  To attain a more comprehensive view of the material, students should read all articles and excerpts from this reader before coming to class.        
Course Requirements:

To attain a grade of a “P” (Pass) for this course, students must do the following:
· Attend class!  Attendance to the course is mandatory.  Students will be allotted a maximum of two absences and if necessary one “emergency” absence before grade is affected.   
· Comprehensively read each week’s section of the course reader
· Complete one five minute biographical report on a prominent LGBT individual
· Participate in classroom discussions and engage in group discussions
· Attend at least one event outside of the classroom relevant to the course material, writing a page summary about set event
· Provide a ½ page summary of each week’s readings.  Students must submit 8 of 12 (excluding the first week) of these summaries by the end of the semester
· Complete three take home tests at the end of each unit with a score of 75% or higher on each test
· Complete one 10-15 minute in-class presentation concerning one of the three topics of the course (Biology, Law, and Culture)
· Complete a 4-5 page final paper on a topic of the students’ choice (with facilitator approval)
Course Topics and Assignments
Week 1 – Introduction and Welcome! 
Course Reader Section #1: Copy of the syllabus, contact information, class information, etc.
Biological Model

Week 2 – Genetic Influences on Homosexuality? (part 1)
Course Reader Section #2: Francis Mondimore’s “A Natural History of Homosexuality”: “Sexual Biology II”.  Chandler Burr’s “A Separate Creation”: “Definitive Proof that Homosexuality Is/Is not Biological”

Week 3 – Genetic Influences on Homosexuality? (part 2)
Course Reader Section #3: Francis Monidmore’s “A Natural History of Homosexuality”: “Sexual Genetics” and “Nature and Nurture.”  

Week 4 – Psychology of Homosexuals
Course Reader Section #4: Francis Mondimore’s “A Natural History of Homosexuality”: “Homosexual Identity Development,” and “Stigma Management”

Presentation #1: AIDS and sexual practices among homosexuals

Week 5 – Sex and Homosexuals
Course Reader Section #5: “The Joy of Gay Sex”
Assigned: Take Home Test #1
Legal Model
Week 6 – Legal History of Sexuality and the Law in the United States
Course Reader Section #6: 

Presentation #2: Transgenderism
Due: Take Home Test #1
Week 8 – The Argument over Same-Sex Marriage (Part I)
Course Reader Section #8: 
Week 9 – The Argument over Same-Sex Marriage (Part II)
Course Reader Section #8: 

Presentation #3: Homosexuals in the U.S. Military
Assigned:  Take Home Test #2
Social Model
Week 10 – Families and Homosexuality
Course Reader Section #9: David Strah’s “Gay Dad’s: A Celebration of Fatherhood”: “Naysaysers, False Starts, and Works of Art” and “Positive Signs.”   LA Times Articles on Surrogacy Case Study, Pts. I & II (both optional) and III (not optional).  

Presentation #4: Homoeroticism in Art
Due: Take Home Test #2
Assigned: Final Paper
Week 11  - History of Homosexuality
Course Reader Section #10: Francis Mondimore’s “A Natural History of Homosexuality”: “Before Homosexuality,” and “Sodomites and Urnings.”
Presentation #5: The [ongoing] Gay Civil Rights Movement
Assigned: Take Home Test #3
Due: One Page Summary of Outside Event
Week 12 – Religion and Homosexuality
Course Reader Section #11: “Homosexuality and Religion” (Wikipedia), “List of Christian Denominational Positions on Homosexuality” (Wikipedia). Optional: “The Bible and Homosexuality” (Wikipedia)
Due: Take Home Test #3
Week 13 – Sociology of Homosexuality
Course Reader Section #12: Richard D. Mohr’s, “The Long Arc of Justice”: “A Taboo’s End” and “Lesbian and Gay Basics: Some Questions, Facts, and Values” 
Due: Final Paper
Week 14 – Integration and Conclusion
Course Reader Section #12: 
Due: Final Paper
